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SAC Mini Walk & Classic Car Show to Support 
Alzheimer's Association Is Set for Saturday, June 4

Walk with your friends and neighbors to support the Alzheimer's Association, Connecticut
Chapter, on Saturday morning, June 4.  

Registration begins at 9 a.m. at the back parking lot of  the SCB.  Recommended entry donation
is $10 per walker. However, contributions above the entry amount are very much appreciated.  
Refreshments will be provided for participants. 

A Classic Car Show will begin at 10 a.m., following the walk. Spaces are limited so act now. 
Reserve your car space for an entry fee of  $10 per vehicle.

All proceeds will benefit the Alzheimer's 
Association, Connecticut Chapter.

For more info, please call Dave at 203-502-
0131 or Barbara at 203-386-0533.
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To Advertise in The VILLAGER … and
reach a target audience of nearly 2,000

active adults … 
Contact: Lisa Massaro: 323-470-1911 

lmassaro@oronoquevillage.com 

OVCA, MARCH 15, 2016

Ad Hoc Solar Committee Chairperson Mel Holson gave a
report on the consideration of installing solar panels on

the North Clubhouse.
        Stefan Hartmann an employee of Ross Solar Group (RSG)
, the company that will install the panels and package the
transaction, was present and answered numerous questions
from the board. 
        The Social Activities Committee report stated that wel-
come packets have been developed for distribution to new
residents by OVCA District Representatives.                                
        Communications Committee. Chairperson Cheryl Dwyer
reported that  the committee would like to make six issues of
The Villager (out of the 24 editions each year) larger in size
with more features and asked the board to approve changing
the format of the flyer inserts in The Villager to be incorpo-
rated in the body of the publication and eliminate duplicate

information being published concurrently in the same issue. 
        Ad Hoc Election Committee. Chairperson Dave Bingham
gave a report for the committee. 
        The addition of language to be used in the Standing
Committee section of the Bylaws was addressed.  The lan-
guage is for the creation of House Facilities, Swimming Pool
Facilities and Racquetball Facilities Committees.  
        Cheryl Dwyer presented a policy for use of the new OVCA
One Call Now message system.  

MOTIONS APPROVED 
DURING THE MARCH 15, 2016 OVCA MEETING

        A motion for the adoption of the following procedure for
OVCA election voting was approved with 12 in favor and 3
absences.  
        Type of Vote: Continue Proxy Voting with Minor Modifi-
cations:
1.     A Directed Proxy for candidate voting (with candidates’
names for each position in alphabetical order), allowing the
voter to vote for specific candidates, shall be used.
2.     An envelope addressed to the NCB Business Office shall
be attached to all proxies, allowing the voter to seal his vote
for privacy.  A voter can stamp and send the proxy in, take it
in in person, or have it otherwise delivered to the Business
Office.
3.     A secure ballot box shall be kept in the Business Office
for all proxy votes.
        A motion to eliminate the flyers by incorporating them
into The Villager was approved with 11 in favor, 1 against and
3 absences.
        A motion that OVCA enter into an energy purchase and
roof leasing agreement with RSG and Connecticut Green
Bank for a solar energy project at NCB at a fixed rate, contin-
gent on the cost of the liability insurance not exceeding
$1,000 per year, was approved with 12 in favor and 3 ab-
sences.
        A motion for the addition of language to be used in the
Standing Committee section of the Bylaws, and wherever else
it is required (specifically Article I),  was approved with 11 in
favor, 1 against and 3 absences.

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Board Meeting Highlights continues on page 20
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By Carol Quinn ~ Photos by Carol King

The House and Garden Club held its annual tag sale on Sat-
urday, April 16. It was a beautiful spring day and the shop-

pers were out. More than 25 vendors filled the lounge and
auditorium of the South Clubhouse. 
        Irene Keating did the planning and publicity; Camille
Manzolli took reservations and arranged the tables. Mer-
rilees Leemhuis and Bern Robinson set up snacks for the ven-
dors and workers, while Mary Haynes and Dottie Sullivan
sold a variety of baked goods. 
        Many club members helped sort, price and arrange do-

nations of artwork, household goods and small furniture on
the stage; they included Bridget Matthews, Veda Barrett,
Tina Vermette, Sue Pfannkuch, Dee Varholak, Marie Or-
lowe, Bette Hugus and Carol Quinn. Debbie Grosso
arranged donated purses, jewelry and scarves for sale in
“Debbie’s Boutique” and Irene Sanzone acted as cashier. 
        Members of the Men’s Club helped with parking in both
lots. Thanks fo Jerry Brown, Leo Onze, John DiBella, Syd
Goldstein, Bill Tanski and Joe Matthews. 
        At the end of the day, shoppers and vendors were happy.
Proceeds from this and other fund raisers and donated to
Oronoque Village to beautify the grounds.                           OV

HOUSE & GARDEN TAG SALE

Above: Bridget
Matthews, Veda Barrett
and Irene Sanzone. At
right: Cathy Rydelek and
Judy Farkas. Far right,
top: Mose and Susan
Richards with Claudia
Holzemer (seated.) Far
right, bottom: Eileen
Mclaughlin, Merrlees
Leemhuis  and Betty
Hugus.



ACTIVITIES

POOLS TO OPEN ON MAY 28
        The North and South pools will open for the 2016 sum-
mer season on Saturday, May 28. The Children’s Pool schedule
appears in this issue on page 12. The schedule also will be
posted on the home page of our website at www.orono
quevillage.com. Pool rules also can be found on the website,
under the “Documents” heading.

REMINDER OF BIRDFEEDER RULES 
      The OVCA Board-approved rules regarding bird feeders

are designed to provide the greatest benefit to the area bird

population while not presenting a hardship to residents. The
rules include the following: Birdfeeders may be used season-
ally. Seed and suet birdfeeders may be used Oct. 15 through
May 15. Hummingbird feeders may be used May 1 to Oct. 30.
(Only one birdfeeder of each type is allowed to a unit.)

MEMORIAL DAY TO DELAY 
TRASH & RECYCLING PICKUP
        Memorial Day holiday on Monday, May 30, will delay
trash and recycling pickup by one day. Pickup will take place
on Thursday, June 2. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDITOR’S NOTE: To ensure accuracy, information must be
submitted, via email, to Carol King at cking@oronoquevil-
lage.com. (Submissions must be typed, in upper and lower
case.) The deadline to be included in the next issue of The
Villager, on June 1, is May 18, at noon.

BOCCE
Bocce games are played weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m.•

The games are informal and all are welcome. Questions?
Call Ralph or Sue at 203-916-7156.

CURRENT EVENTS
The Current Events Discussion Group will meet in SCB Card•

Room 1 at 10 a.m. on May 18, June 1 and June 15.

DOLLCRAFTERS
Dollcrafters meets at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays at NCB.•

MOVIE CLUB
Films are shown at NCB at 7 p.m. on the second Friday of•

each month and the following Wednesday at 2 p.m. at SCB.
The  $1 admission includes popcorn. The film for Friday,
June 10,  and Wednesday, June 15, is The Big Short in
which four denizens in the world of high-finance predict
the credit and housing bubble collapse of the mid-2000s
and decide to take on the big banks for their greed and
lack of foresight. Stars include Brad Pitt, Christian Bale,
Steve Carrell and Ryan Gosling.

PICKLEBALL CLUB
Pickleball season is under way.  Games are played Monday•

and Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday
from 9:30 to 11 a.m., Saturday from from 9:30 to 11 a.m. and
Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. Tennis/court shoes with nonmark-
ing soles must be worn.

During the OVTD Annual meeting,  to  be held at NCB on
Tuesday, May 24, 2016, at 7 p.m., voting will take place:

    1)      To approve the proposed Tax District budget and 
        the establishment of the mill rate.
        2)   To vote for four officers to fill a one-year term begin-
        ning July 1, 2016 ending June 30, 2017.                               
        The OVTD Nominating Committee – consisting of Marie
Sorge, Diana Strassburger (Chairperson), Ann Gallo, Pat
Carey (Secretary) and Bob Katz – has announced the current
OVTD officers have been nominated to run in the election.

        The officers are President Steve Brieger, Vice President
Bill Tanski, Treasurer Jim Irwin and Secretary Marguerite
Dunigan.  

Voting Eligibility
1)      Must be a registered voter (Town of Stratford) residing
in Oronoque Village or, 
2)      A citizen, 18 years of age or older, who owns property
in the district assessed at $1,000 or more on the Grand List.
        Absentee ballots are available in the Oronoque Village
Business Office if you cannot attend the meeting.

NOTICE OF OVTD ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION ON MAY 24 AT NCB
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By Judy Waldeyer

The Villager is looking for submissions -- written by res-
idents --  to enrich this Village-centered publication.  

      
If you have previously been a staff member, or are a

new or seasoned resident in Oronoque Village, and
would like to share interesting facts, events, recipes,
book reviews, etc., please contact Judy Waldeyer at 203-
380-0580 or email ovvillager@optonline.net to discuss
the feasibility of getting your articles in our publication.
      We also are trying to help our photographers pre-

pare quality photos taken from a Smartphone or tablet.
Communications Committee member Emilio Ruiz has

created a website landing page where you can obtain
materials to help you get the best quality from your
phone, tablet or digital camera.  
      Here is the  site that has been set up for the OV resi-

dents on this subject: emiliosilverlion.com
  Take a little time to review the easy tips on how to

get the most out of your digital cameras as well as you
Smartphone or iPhone camera. You will be on your way
to taking photos that everyone will enjoy. 
      The PDFs can have the direct links to the instructions

videos. 
      We look forward to hearing from you!                     OV

WRITERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED

DISTRICT MEETINGS *
District 1 will meet at 6 p.m on Wednesday, May 25, at SCB.

District 3 will meet on Wednesday, June 8, at SCB at 6 p.m. for  "Pizza Night."
District 9 will meet on Thursday, June 23, at 6 p.m. at the North Clubhouse. 

* Flyers with full details will be distributed to district residents
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COMPUTER CLASSES AT THE STRATFORD LIBRARY

Due to popular demand, the Stratford Library Adult
Services Department will continue its series of free,

one-session computer classes for beginners through June. 

      
The sessions, which are free and open to the public,

will be offered Tuesdays from 2-4 p.m. with class size lim-
ited to three.  Advance registration is required and can be
done directly at the Library’s Information Desk or by call-
ing: 203-385-4164.  

      
The workshop schedule is:

        Meet the Computer, Windows 7: New to computers?
Never tried using one before? In this course students will
get to meet the computer, the keyboard and the mouse
and learn what they are and how to use them. No experi-
ence is necessary to take this relaxed, fun class. 
Dates: May 24, June 7
      Exploring the Internet: Having trouble finding what

you need on the Internet? This course is geared to the new
Internet user and begins with an overview of websites,

browsers and online safety. Then it's off to discover some
of the best the Internet has to offer including sites for life-
long learning, and entertainment.
Dates: May 31, June 14
        Introduction to Microsoft Office Word 2007: Learn
the basics of using Word to create professional-looking let-
ters, resumes and other documents. Class will cover tool
bar features, formatting and editing. Before taking this
course, participants should have some experience with the
computer and the Windows operating system.
Dates: May 17, June 21
      Facebook 1, The Starter Kit: The basics of using Face-

book, creating an account and learning how to post mes-
sages and photos online will be covered in this
introductory course. After this session, students will be able
to use Facebook on their own.
Date: June 28

PLEASE REMEMBER TO THANK OUR ADVERTISERS 
AND TELL THEM THAT YOU SAW THEIR ADS IN THE VILLAGER



TO FLUSH OR NOT TO FLUSH?
By Judy Waldeyer

Each week, there seems to be more and more plumbers in
the Village heading to make repairs on clogged pipes or

toilets. I decided to find out why this is happening. Speaking
to plumbers and researching through Google, I was amazed
at what can and can’t be flushed!

        
My research had me asking the obvious question: “What’s

okay to flush down the toilet?” The answer: “As little as possi-
ble.” When it comes to worry-free flushability, stick to the ba-
sics: human waste and toilet paper only.
        That’s the short list. Here’s a
much longer list of things that are
frequently flushed down toilets that
definitely should not be:
•       Facial tissues
•       Baby wipes, disinfectant wipes,
moist wipes, “Flushable”  wipes, etc.
•       Toilet bowl scrub pads
•       Swiffers
•       Napkins (paper or cloth), paper
        towels
•       Dental floss
•       Egg shells, nutshells and coffee grounds
•       Fats, oils and greases
•       Hair
•       Sanitary napkins, tampons, condoms or any non-
        organic material
•       Vitamins, medicines or other pharmaceuticals
•       Sheet plastic, or plastic of any kind
•       Diapers (cloth, disposable, “flushable”)
        In recent years, the use of products such as pre-moist-
ened "flushable" wipes have been advertised as a way to feel
"cleaner" and "fresher," but most don't know they have
caused damage to wastewater systems across the country.
        There are many relatively new bathroom products on the
market that are advertised as a better cleaning experience
when compared to traditional toilet paper. These products’

labels indicate they are safe for sewers and septic systems. In
addition to wipes, there are also other cleaning products that
are labeled as “flushable” which may go down the toilet but
they are not breaking down sufficiently enough. This has led
to clogged pipes and jammed pumps in sewer systems across
the country. 
        “Ragging” refers to the phenomenon in which flushable
wipes for adults and toddlers combine with other items such
as extra-thick toilet paper, toilet cleaning wand pop-off pads,
baby wipes, paper towels, sanitary pads, dental floss and
other items that are not designed to be flushed that get tan-
gled up in sewer pipes.

If you are concerned about
whether flushable products are caus-
ing and/or have caused a problem to
your system, stop flushing the items
in question. Instead, bag them and
place them in your garbage for col-
lection. When in doubt, just because
an item says it can be flushed doesn’t
mean it should be. Contact your local
health department or sewer utility
that handles wastewater in your area
for more information.
Still not convinced? Then try this

“flushability” test: Fill two bowls with water. Place toilet paper
in one bowl and place one of the items above in the other.
Swish both items in the water. Wait an hour, then swish again.
The toilet paper should have significantly disintegrated by
then, while the other item (for example, Kleenex, wipes, nap-
kins, etc.) will likely remain intact. Unless the item disinte-
grates at the rate of toilet paper, it should be placed in the
garbage and not down the toilet. Otherwise, you risk a block-
age in your own pipes as well as clogging a pump station and
causing a sewage backup for other homes and businesses.
Remember: the drains that connect your home to the main
sewer are often no wider than 4 inches. And now you know. 
        Next time: the garbage disposal!                                   OV
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HOUSE & GARDEN TIPS
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CALENDAR
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For the latest on OV news and events, go to 
www.oronoquevillage.com or OVTV. OVTV is Channel
591 for those with a cable box and Channel 121-591 for
those without a box.

MONDAY, MAY  16
9:00 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB (O)•

1:00 p.m. – Insurance Seminar, NCB, Aud•

4:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

7:00 p.m. – Bridge, NCB, C/R (O)•

7:00 p.m. – Body Sculpting, SCB, Aud•

7:30 p.m. – Poker, SCB, C/R2 (C)•

TUESDAY,  MAY 17
9:00 a.m. – Yoga for Seniors, SCB C/R 2(O)•

9:30 a.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Zumba Gold, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Dollcrafters, NCB, Library•

12:30 p.m. – Cards, SCB, Back Rm (C)•

2:00 p.m. – Rummikub, SCB, Lounge (C)•

7:00 p.m. – OVCA Board Mtg, NCB, (O)•

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18
9:30 a.m. – Beginner Line Dancing, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Line Dancing, all levels, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Current Events, SCB (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Sculpture Class, SCB, A/C Rm•

10:00 a.m. – Blood Pressure Screening,NCB, C/R•

2:00 p.m. – Movie: Trumbo, SCB (O)•

4:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

5:00 p.m. – Poker, NCB, C/R (C)•

6:00 p.m. – Jerry’s Poker, SCB, C/R1 (O)•

6:00 p.m. – Men’s Poker, SCB, C/R2 (C)•

THURSDAY, MAY 19
9:30 a.m.. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Bocce, NCB (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Zumba Gold, NCB, Aud (O)•
12:30 p.m. – Card Game, SCB, C/R1 (C)•

1:00 p.m. – Dominoes, SCB, C/R2 (C)•

2:00 p.m. – Rummikub, SCB, Lounge (C)•

. 3:00 p.m. – Art Committee Arty Party, SCB, Lounge (O)•

6:00 p.m. – Jerry’s Poker, SCB, C/R1 (O)•

6:00 p.m. – Bingo, SCB, Aud (O))•

FRIDAY, MAY 20
9:00 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB •

10:00 a.m. – Table Tennis, SCB (O)•

2:00 p.m. – Colorist, SCB, C/R (C)•

SATURDAY,  MAY 21
8:00 a.m. – Tennis Club Round Robin & Breakfast, •

Racquet Sports Facility

9:00 a.m. – SAC Alzheimer Walk, SCB Parking Lot•

9:30 a.m. – Ladies Bible Study, SCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – SAC Classic Car Show, SCB Parking Lot•

10:00 a.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

SUNDAY, MAY 22
2:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

MONDAY, MAY 23
9:00 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB (O)•

4:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

7:00 p.m. – Bridge, NCB, C/R (O)•

7:00 p.m. – Body Sculpting, SCB, Aud•

7:30 p.m. – Poker, SCB, C/R2 (C)•

TUESDAY, MAY 24
9:00 a.m. – Yoga for Seniors, SCB C/R 2(O)•

9:30 a.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Zumba Gold, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Dollcrafters, NCB, Library•

12:30 p.m. – Cards, SCB, Back Rm (C)•

2:00 p.m. – Rummikub, SCB, Lounge (C)•

7:00 p.m. – OVTD Annual Mtg, NCB, (O)•

• May 16, 2016THE VILLAGER
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ACTIVITIESCALENDAR
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25

9:30 a.m. – Beginner Line Dancing, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Line Dancing, all levels, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Sculpture Class, SCB, A/C Rm•

4:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

5:00 p.m. – Poker, NCB, C/R (C)•

6:00 p.m. – District 1 Meeting, SCB•

6:00 p.m. – Jerry’s Poker, SCB, C/R1 (O)•

6:00 p.m. – Men’s Poker, SCB, C/R2 (C)                                       •

THURSDAY, MAY 26
9:30 a.m.. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Bocce, NCB (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Zumba Gold, NCB, Aud (O)•
12:30 p.m. – Card Game, SCB, C/R1 (C)•

1:00 p.m. – Dominoes, SCB, C/R2 (C)•

2:00 p.m. – Rummikub, SCB, Lounge (C)•

6:00 p.m. – Jerry’s Poker, SCB, C/R1 (O)•

FRIDAY, MAY 27
9:00 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Table Tennis, SCB (O)•

2:00 p.m. – Colorist, SCB, C/R (C)•

SATURDAY, MAY 28 
9:00 a.m. – Pools open for the season•

9:30 a.m. – Ladies Bible Study, SCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

SUNDAY, MAY 29
10:00 a.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

MONDAY, MAY 30 (MEMORIAL DAY)

Business & Maintenance Offices Are Closed
9:00 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB (O)•

4:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

•
TUESDAY, MAY 31

9:00 a.m. – Yoga for Seniors, SCB C/R 2(O)•

9:30 a.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Zumba Gold, NCB, Aud (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Dollcrafters, NCB, Library•

12:30 p.m. – Cards, SCB, Back Rm (C)•

2:00 p.m. – Rummikub, SCB, Lounge (C)•

5:00 p.m. – League of Women Voters, NCB (O)•

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
10:00 a.m. – Hadassah Board Meeting, NCB (C)•

10:00 a.m. – Sculpture Class, SCB, A/C Rm•

10:00 a.m. – Communications Committee, NCB, B/R (O)•

10:00 a.m. – Current Events, SCB (O)•

4:00 p.m. – Pickleball, Racquet Sports Facility (O)•

5:00 p.m. – Poker, NCB, C/R (C)•

6:00 p.m. – Jerry’s Poker, SCB, C/R1 (O)•

6:00 p.m. – Men’s Poker, SCB, C/R2 (C)                                       •

O= Open Event / C= Closed Event

11

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

- -  



THE VILLAGER12 • May 16, 2016

 

 
 

 

 ...........................  

 .........................  

 .........................  

 ............................  

 ..............................  

 .............................  

 ...........................  

 ...........................  

 .......................  

 .....................  

 .................  

 ...................  

 

 

 

 
 



13May 16, 2016 • THE VILLAGER

House and Garden Club Annual Luncheon and Card  Party (Members Only)
Mill River Country Club ♥ Thursday, June 9, 2016
Doors open 11:30 a.m. ♥  Lunch served 12:15 p.m.

Cheese and Crackers, Cash Bar, Raffle

Please indicate choice of entrée on your check: Chicken Ala King 
Over Biscuit; Sliced Sirloin, Scalloped Potatoes & Vegetable; 
Pan-Seared Salmon, Scalloped Potatoes & Vegetable Served  with 
lemon-meringue pie, soft drink, coffee and tea.

$25 per person. Checks payable to OV House & Garden Club by June 3. Deposit form
with checks for everyone at your table of 8 or 10 in the H&G box. 

Questions: Carol Quinn, 203-385-1152
Your name and phone number:_________________________________ 
Number of people_________     Number of Card Tables needed_____________
Names: ______________________________   _____________________________
_____________________________________  ______________________________
_____________________________________  ______________________________
____________________________________   ______________________________

The Movie Club
Presents Trumbo

Wednesday, May 18, 2 p.m. at SCB
$1 admission includes popcorn
(please note locations changes)

In 1947, Dalton Trumbo (Bryan Cranston) was Holly-
wood's top screenwriter until he and other artists were
jailed and blacklisted for their political beliefs. Trumbo
recounts how Dalton used words and wit to win two
Academy Awards and expose the absurdity and injustice
under the blacklist, which entangled everyone from gos-
sip columnist Hedda Hopper (Helen Mirren) to John
Wayne, Kirk Douglas and Otto Preminger. 

The Movie Club is sponsored by Len Learner,
Dee Tuozzoli, Marcia Klein, Joan Schmitt and
innumerable volunteers.



Oronoque Village Men's Club and Tower One Have Joined
Together to Offer a FREE SEMINAR on Aging Problems!

There will be four consecutive sessions on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. during
the month of June in the South Clubhouse with the following topics:

JUNE 7: Preventing Falls, One Step at a Time.

JUNE 14: Medication Management.

JUNE 21: Clearing Clutter/Downsizing/ 
Self-Home Assessments.

JUNE 28: Planning the Next Steps --- Should I Stay 
or Should I Go?

These are important topics for all of us, so please attend. 
Refreshments will be served.

OV Wine Club: Grape Expectations!
The first OV Wine Club event will be a wine-tasting, educational seminar,
“Wine 101,” presented by Len Gulino, The Wine Tutor. Over the last 25
years. Len has taught a variety of wine classes to more than 2,000 people
around Connecticut. This is a chance to learn the basics and join the grow-
ing number of people who enjoy wine. 

When: Friday,  June 24th, 7 – 9 p.m. Cost: $25 per person. Due to logistics involved attendance is
limited to the first 30 persons responding. Your check to OV Wine Club is your reservation. 

Deposit checks in Wine Club mailbox at NCB. RSVP no later than June 6. 
Contacts: Charlie DiGiovanni 203-375-0054 or Bill Tanski 203-203-540-5389  

Wine

The event will include:
5S’s of Wine Tasting (see, swirl, smell, slurp, slosh)

4 Taste Zones of the Tongue 
The Aroma Wheel

4 Basic Components of Wine
How to Read a Vintage Chart
Tasting of 5 or 6 wines 

Cheese & Crackers, water, and coffee 

THE VILLAGER14 • May 16, 2016

Yes, I will attend this event: 
Name_________________________________Phone#_______________________

Please insert in Men's Club Box in NCB by June 5, 2016
???  Call Sandy Lunt (203) 377-5833. 
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Two shows only
Friday June 17 & Saturday June 18

North Clubhouse

Show starts at 7:30pm, doors open at 6 pm
Tickets: $20

Bring a picnic!  Dessert, coffee and laughs will be provided.
To buy tickets:  Leave a check made out to “Holson Productions” in 
the event box marked LUDWIG LIVE.  Please include your contact 

number, number of tickets and which performance.
For more information: Phyllis and Mel Holson 203 377-4555

www.ludwiglive.com         www.holsonproductions.com

Holson Productions presents

Ludwig
Live

Bingo: Presented by the Men’s Club
Thursday, May 19. at 7:00 pm at SCB

Come and bring your friends. Cost: $2.50/card

Questions? 
Call Sandy Lunt
203-377-5833.

Refreshments
will be served 

Open to all
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Funseekers invites Villagers and guests to
a live performance of Billy Elliot, based on
the international smash-hit film and featur-
ing a score by music legend Elton John.
Billy Elliot is an extraordinary theatrical 
experience that will stay with you forever.  

The musical is set in a northern English mining town, against the background of the 1984 min-
ers' strike. It is the inspirational story of a young boy's struggle against odds to make his dream
come true. You will follow Billy's journey as he stumbles out of the boxing ring and into a ballet
class where he discovers a passion for dance that inspires his family and community and
changes his life forever.

We will travel to the Thomaston Opera House in historic Thomaston, CT, on Sunday, July 17th.  

Pre-Show Lunch at Black Rock Tavern: Choose Chicken Francais OR Baked Scrod, Veg-
etable, Potato, Dessert & Beverage.  Cost:  $83 pp covers lunch, performance and transporta-

tion.  Depart at 10:00 am, South Clubhouse; Return: 5:30 pm.  Drop checks, made to
Funseekers, in NCB mailbox before June 10th.  

Please put entrée choice in memo line of check. 

IT'S TIME FOR ANOTHER ARTY PARTY!
Thursday, May 19th, from 3-5 p.m. at SCB

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE ARTS.....Photography, sculpture, 
painting, quilting, stitching, theater etc....
THIS IS THE GROUP FOR YOU!

COME MEET OTHER VILLAGERS WHO
HAVE SIMILAR INTERESTS AND HELP US
FORM A CLUB TO PROMOTE THE ARTS AT

ORONOQUE.  

YOU  DON'T NEED TO CREATE ART 
TO ATTEND. ADMIRERS WELCOME.  

BRING AN APPETIZER TO SHARE. RSVP TO DIANA STRASSBURGER BY
MAY 12  and let her know what you will bring for an appetizer.
Phone: 203-380-2258 or dstrass1@aol.com
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Read my lips…or better yet…Don’t read my lips!

Villagers and guests are invited to the Funseekers event on Tuesday, June
14th, at 7 PM, featuring Tom Pesce, a talented ventriloquist from Ridgefield,
along with some of his “friends,” in the South Clubhouse.

Tom is an educator and uses his years of teaching experience to devise a fun
and energy-packed show.  Combining his unique brand of high-powered ven-
triloquism with magic, comedy, music and special effects, Tom provides an
amazing show!   Through his use of bright and elegant equipment (a fancy
way of saying dummies for lack of better wording), perfectly timed music, and
hysterical routines, Tom will deliver one
of the most entertaining ventriloquism
shows you will ever see.

Admission is $2 for members, $5 for
guests.  Cabaret-style seating.  BYOB
and snacks.  Desserts and beverages
will be served after the performance.

The Oronoque Village Book Club meets at 7 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of every month at NCB

All Villagers are welcome.
Need a ride or information?  Call Barbara at 203-612-1373 

June 1: Of Human Bondage, a coming-of-age semi-autobiographical
novel by Somerset Maugham, made unique by Maugham’s dissection
of the limitations of individual freedom. Phillip Carey is an orphan hun-
gry for love and experience.  He is afflicted with a disabling deformity,
a club foot.  Raised by his aunt and clergyman uncle, the boy dreams of
his release from late-Victorian vicarage life. After attending  boarding
school, he escapes to study in Heidelberg and enjoys a brief spell as a
struggling artist in Paris. When he finally returns home, he enters into a
hopeless affair with Mildred, a selfish, vulgar woman with few redeem-
ing qualities. In the end, he redeems himself by casting aside his ideal
of finding happiness and, in turn, is happy.

July 6: It’s What I Do by Lynsey Addario. According to the Washington
Post, “An unflinching memoir. Addario’s book, woven throughout with images from her travels, offers
insight into international events and the challenges faced by the journalists who capture them.”  
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As told by Nancy Holson

Phyllis and Mel Holson are well-known to their Oronoque
neighbors for their cheerful involvement in many activi-

ties and organizations. Since moving to Oronoque in 2003,
they have been active in the Tennis Association, receiving
the group’s Persons of the Year Award in 2010. Mel also
serves on the OV Tax District Board.
        Mostly retired, Mel maintains a limited consulting prac-
tice advising family business owners. Prior to moving to
Oronoque, the Holsons lived in Weston and Wilton, where
Mel owned The Holson Company, the world’s largest manu-
facturer of photo albums. Phyllis spent her years in Wilton as
officer or board member for numerous organizations from
the PTA to Fairfield County Child Guidance Center to the
United Way. But less known is that Phyllis and Mel Holson
have had a shadow career – as theater producers!
        Their adventure in the footlights began in 1992 when
their daughter Nancy created a musical political satire show
called The News in Revue. Writing and directing the show,
which was topical and ever-changing, was a full-time job and
Nancy needed help in the business end of the endeavor.
Enter Phyllis and Mel, who became her business partners.
Mel brought his years of business experience to the com-
pany and Phyllis brought her people skills. Together with
their daughter and granddaughter, the couple helped grow
Holson Productions into a producing enterprise which has
lasted 24 years and is still going strong.
        The News in Revue ran for 20 years, musically skewering
politicians and newsmakers off-Broadway, in the Berkshires
and across the country, earning five Emmy awards for its
public television specials. The Holsons, eager to share the
show with their neighbors, even brought The News in Revue
to the Oronoque Country Club for a sold-out evening in
2009.
        Holson Productions’ credits include Dear Mom, Parenting
101, Can I Really Date a Guy Who Wears a Yamulke – written
by their granddaughter Amy Holson-Schwartz, -- and their
newest project, Nutcracker, The Musical, which premiered this

past holiday season in both New York and London.
        Holson Productions currently is touring a production of
Ludwig Live! – a musical comedy written by Nancy and fea-
turing the immortal Ludwig Van Beethoven in his first-ever
cabaret act. 
        The Holsons brought a production of Ludwig Live to
Oronoque when it first premiered in 2011. The production
will return to this community for two performances  next
month. Cast members are  New York performers James Hig-
gins as Beethoven and Gillian Hassert as his trusty sidekick,
Kathy.                                                                                                    OV
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6911 Main Street • Stratford, CT  06614
(203) 380-0006

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care

Exclusive Savings for Oronoque Village Residents

OCC CANCELS THURSDAY 
NIGHTS AT THE STEAKHOUSE

        Oronoque Country Club (OCC) will no longer hold its
“Thursday Nights in the Steakhouse” events.  However, 
Traditions is open for lunch and dinner Tuesday through
Sunday.  
        The hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,  Friday from 11 a.m.  to 8 p.m. and Satur-
day and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
        Happy Hour takes place on Fridays from 5 to 8 p.m.

THE SECRET LIVES OF PHYLLIS & MEL HOLSON
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By Marie Orlowe ~ Photos by Bob  Krakovich

Let’s catch up with The Funseekers activities. All Irish eyes
and “adopted” Irish were smiling and showing off their

green attire at the South Clubhouse to join the Funseekers
Irish celebration on March 8.

      Singer Peter McKiernan presented Irish and Celtic folk
music.  He opened his program with Wild Rover and the au-
dience merrily joined in the revelry. Buddy Connolly accom-
panied Mr. McKiernan playing his accordion.

      Everyone enjoyed the singalong, which  East Side West
Side, Harrigan, Peggy O’Neil, My Wild Irish Rose, Sweet Rosie
O’Grady and When Irish Eyes are Smiling. The request for
Danny Boy brought a bit of nostalgia to the group.

      It was a pleasure watching James and Carol Ruddy
step lively to several Irish folk dances. The couple, whom
began dancing in the eighth grade, glided beautifully
across the dance floor.  Carol Ruddy baked her delectable
Irish soda bread, which we all enjoyed.

      Saturday, March 26, found theater-goers at the Down-
town Bridgeport Cabaret to see Andrew Lloyd Weber’s Tony
Award-winning Evita. The story is about a legendary
woman, who began her career as an actress and ascended
to near sainthood during her 33 years of life. Anne Gallo
proficiently arranged the evening’s entertainment. 
        The April meeting had us awestruck by the magical tal-
ents of Magic Moments Magician, Bryan Lizotte.  His fa-
vorite type of performance is “”close-up” magic, involving

sleight of hand
tricks with cards,
coins and ropes.
Ray Vermette
was bewildered
as to how that
handkerchief
came out of his
sleeve. Renata
Krakovich was
astonished when
Bryan showed
her the spoon he
bent in half, on
paper. (You had
to see it to un-
derstand it.) The
grand finale was
the appearance of Bryan’s pet rabbit, Cookie. Bryan added
his own patter of conversation while performing, which
warmed up the audience.

      Dessert, coffee and tea were served after the show
while everyone discussed, “How did he do that?”               OV

FUNSEEKERS RECAP

Above, residents Terri Kneece and  Bob Cutler. At right, Olivia
Haliulin, granddaughter of resident Lyudmila Boksner with
Cookie, the bunny, during the April Funseekers meeting.
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ACTIVITIESREALTORS’ TIPS

The OVCA Communications Committee is now collaborat-
ing with the newly formed Oronoque Village REALTORS'

FORUM. This group of dedicated area realtors meets monthly
at Oronoque Village. Our collective primary goal is to in-
crease outside interest in living here at Oronoque. Both
groups are striving to move towards increased home values
and sale prices. The REALTORS' FORUM articles will be fea-
tured regularly in The Villager. These articles will provide im-
portant tips to our residents.

REALTORS’ TIPS
      The first step to getting buyers to make an offer on your

home is to impress them with its appearance so they begin
to envision themselves living there. Here are seven tips for
making your home look bigger, brighter, and more desir-
able.
      1. Start with a clean slate. Do a thorough cleaning, such

as wiping down light switch covers. Deep clean and de-
odorize carpets and window coverings.
      2. Stow away your clutter. It’s harder for buyers to pic-

ture themselves in your home when they’re looking at your
family photos, collectibles and knickknacks. Pack up all
your personal decorations. 
      3. Scale back on your furniture. When a room is packed

with furniture it looks smaller, which will make buyers think
your home is less valuable than it is. If you have an eat-in
dining area, using a small table and chair set makes the
area seem bigger.
      4. Rethink your furniture placement. Highlight the flow

of your rooms by arranging the furniture to guide buyers
from one room to another. In each room, create a focal
point. In the bedroom, the bed should be the focal point.
In the living room, it may be the fireplace. Your couch and
sofa can form the triangle in front of it.
      5. Add color to brighten your rooms. Brush on a fresh

coat of warm, neutral-color paint in each room. Then ac-
cessorize. Adding a vibrant afghan, throw or accent pillows
for the couch will jazz up a muted living room, as will a
healthy plant or a bright vase on your mantle. High-
wattage bulbs in your light fixtures will also brighten up
rooms and basements.
      6. Set the scene. Lay logs in the fireplace and set your

dining room table with dishes and a centerpiece of fresh
fruit or flowers. Replace heavy curtains with sheer ones that
let in more light.
      Make your bathrooms feel luxurious by adding a new

shower curtain, towels and fancy guest soaps (after you put
all your personal toiletry items out of sight). Judiciously add
subtle potpourri, scented candles or boil water with a bit
of vanilla mixed in. If you have pets, clean bedding fre-
quently and spray an odor remover before each showing.
      7. Make the entrance grand. If flowers or plants don’t

surround your home’s entrance, add a pot of bright flowers.
Top it all off by buying a new doormat and adding a sea-
sonal wreath to your front door.
      These tips are offered on behalf of the Oronoque Vil-

lage REALTORS FORUM, if you have any questions you may
direct them to: office@oronoquevillage.com                         OV

OVTD,  JANUARY 12, 2016

OVTD President Steve Brieger said that he has re-
searched the role of the Tax District and reported

that the following fall under the OVTD umbrella:  security,
vehicles (purchasing and repair), street maintenance,
snow removal from the roads, shade and ornament trees,
street lights and refuse/dumpsters.
      A committee consisting of Jim Irwin, Maggie Duni-

gan and Steve Brieger has agreed  that Bill Tanski should
be appointed vice president of OVTD.
      Executive Manager John Staley noted that a police/se-

curity vehicle has traditionally been parked at the Four Cor-
ners. Residents have gotten used to seeing it and miss its

presence. The vehicle has made residents feel safer as it in-
dicates a presence that is deterrent to potential trouble. 

MOTIONS APPROVED 
DURING THE JAN. 12, 2016 OVTD MEETING

      A motion to nominate Bill Tanski as vice president of
OVTD was approved unanimously with one absence.
      A motion that the Executive Manager investigate and

purchase an automobile to be used as a security vehicle
and parked at Four Corners was was approved unani-
mously with one absence.

Editor’s Note: Meeting minutes, in their entirety, can be
found on the Oronoque Village website, www,orono
quevillage.com                                                                             OV

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Continued from page 4
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH: PEGGY HENKEL

Story and photo by Carol King

Artist of the Month Peggy Henkel had a longstanding ca-
reer that has required creativity, a sense of style and a

keen eye for detail. Fresh out of college, graduating from Ohio
State University, she went to work at the high-end Lazarus
Department Store in Columbus, Ohio.
        At that time, Lazarus was a retail giant in the Midwest,
Peggy explains. “For more than 150 years, Lazarus played an
influential role in the American retail industry,” she says. “The
company was one of the four founding members of Feder-
ated Department Stores, which ultimately became Macy’s.”
        During her 10 years with Lazarus, Peggy organized public
and private fashion shows, working closely with a number of
celebrity shoppers. It also was at Lazarus that she met her
husband, Bob, who worked as a member of the retailer’s pub-
lic relations team. 
        The couple wed and became parents to a daughter, Eliz-
abeth. Bob took a writing job with the high-powered public
relations firm Carl Byoir & Associates. Bob, who passed away
in 2011, worked for Carl Byoir & Associates for the remainder
of his career, becoming executive vice president and head of
the firm's international division.
        “Bob’s job required us to relocate a few times,” notes
Peggy. Before settling in OV in 2000, the Henkels lived in Pitts-
burgh, Redding and Westport, where they resided for 18
years.
        Peggy continued to work, holding positions in marketing
and fundraising. She also handled high-profile special events
that took place in Washington, D.C. “I oversaw the Easter Egg
Roll at the White House for eight years,” she reports. ”This was
during Ronald Reagan’s two terms in office.”
        She began to pursue an interest in painting during her
time in Westport. “I never took painting lessons but always
thought that I might have a knack for it,” she says.
        She was right. Peggy joined up with a group of Westport-
based artists, known as the “Pink House Painters,” who met
weekly under the guidance of Arlene Skutch. The name de-
rives from the fact that Arlene’s studio, in which they gath-
ered, was next to her bright pink Cape Cod style antique
house, built in 1876.  
        Through the classes, Peggy was able to tap into her inner-
artist and put her creativity onto canvas. She found that she
excelled at painting still lifes with her strength in capturing
the vivid colors of fresh flowers. 
        Following Arlene’s death in 2012, the painting group mi-
grated to the studio of instructor Leona Frank in Westport.
Peggy’s artistic talents continue to thrive. In fact, this is the
third time she has been recognized as the OV Artist of the
Month.                                                                                                   OV
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BEYOND THE VILLAGE

ANYTHING GOES  AT GOODSPEED

Goodspeed Musicals kicks off its 2016 season at The
Goodspeed with a star-packed production of the

Broadway hit Anything Goes. This dance-filled musical com-
edy will run through June 16 at The Goodspeed in East Had-
dam.
        Anything Goes features music and lyrics by Cole Porter;

original book by Guy Bolton, P.G. Wodehouse, Howard Lind-
say, and Russel Crouse; with new book by Timothy Crouse
and John Weidman. 
      In the show, a brassy nightclub singer, a starry-eyed

stowaway and Public Enemy No. 13 are booked on a transat-
lantic luxury liner bound for romance and laughter. Songs
to be performed will include I Get a Kick Out of You, You're
the Top, It's De-Lovely, Blow, Gabriel, Blow and more.
      Reno Sweeney will be played by Rashidra Scott, who is

currently performing on Broadway as Janelle in Beautiful,
The Carole King Musical. David Harris will play Billy Crocker.
Stephen DeRosa, who played Eddie Cantor on the ac-
claimed series Boardwalk Empire, will play Moonface Martin.
Erma will be played by Desiree Davar. 
      Curtain times are Wednesday at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.,

Thursday at 7:30 p.m. (with select performances at 2 p.m.),
Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sunday

at 2 p.m. (with select performances at 6:30 p.m.).
      Tickets are available through the Box Office (860-873-

8668), open seven days a week, or online at goodspeed.org

6TH ANNUAL MAIN STREET FEST
KICKS OFF “CELEBRATE STRATFORD”

The Stratford Rotary Club, in conjuction with the Stratford
Chamber of Commerce, is hosting the sixth annual Main

Street Festival on Saturday, June 4,  from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
This event will be held on Main Street from Church Street
to Stratford Avenue and will include a car show, live music,
a falconry demonstration, food booths and more.

      
The Main Street Festival is a community event designed

to be a day of fun and entertainment for people of all ages,
and to encourage individuals and families to learn more
about the Town of Stratford. 

      
The festival provide opportunities for the town’s civic,

religious, youth and humanitarian organizations to educate
the public about their functions and to enable those groups
to fundraise for contributions.
      The event kicks off a series of festivals and concerts

under the umbrella of Celebrate Stratford. 
      To learn  more about the festival , visit www.stratfordct

festival.com.                                                                                                  OV

               



LOOK TO THE LIGHTHOUSE... 
FOR PERSONALIZED CARE OPTIONS

Lighthouse Home 
Health Care  
Skilled nursing services in the 
comfort of your home. 
24/7 service
844.550.5215 
lighthousehomehealthcare.com

Lighthouse 
Companion Care

services in the comfort of home. 
24/7 service
877.447.2990

rydershealth.com

Lighthouse Home Health Care and Lighthouse 
Companion Care can provide options for you and your 
loved ones to meet your needs in the comfort of home.

Call us today if you or your loved one needs care.



7365 Main Street, Stratford  /  (203) 696-3505
HealthCheckClinic.com

Inside the Oronoque Pharmacy  |  No appointment needed  |  Open Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm

gentler hands ready to care 
for you and your family

From camp physicals to seasonal allergies  
we help you stay on course.  
No appointment needed

We’re ready to diagnose and treat minor illnesses and injuries.  

  Seasonal allergies

  Flu-like symptoms

  Minor ear and eye infections

 Sprains and strains

  Low back pain

  Minor skin wounds

Wellness Services Include:

  B12, pneumonia, whooping 

cough and shingles shots

  TB testing and test reading

  Blood pressure screening 

and consultation

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  


