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Quality home care  •  Affordable rates  
•  FREE in-home consultation  •  Special Oronoque residents discount

Peace of Mind  

Call  
203-870-9850

Owned and managed by  
a Village resident.
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When should I submit a service
Order request (also known as a Work
Order) to the Maintenance Depart-
ment?

If you have an issue that requires at-
tention in the following areas, it is ad-
vised that you submit a work order to
the OV Maintenance Department: car-
pentry, drainage, electrical, window, ex-

terminator, grounds and painting.
        How do I submit a service Order request?
      It is preferred that you submit work orders via our web-

site, www.oronoquevillage.com. There is a heading at the
top of the home page that says “Maintenance.”  Scroll down
from the heading and click on “Service Order Request.” 
      You will be taken to an easy-to-fill-out template in

which you can provide details on what sort of work you
want done. You also are able to upload a photo to go with
the form.
      Once you submit the form, you will get an automatic

message stating that the work order has been submitted
successfully. An email also will be sent confirming we have
received your work order. 
      Another option of submitting a work order is to email

the details of your request to OVMD@oronoquevillage.com
and someone will get back to you.
        What if I don’t receive an email telling me that the
work order was received?
      Sometimes emails land outside of your inbox. Please

check your Junk or Spam folders to see if the email was de-
livered there. If the email is in the Junk or Spam folders,
open it and mark it as “not junk” or “not spam.”
      If you add the email address OVMD@oronoquevillage.

com to your email contact list, it will be helpful in making
sure our emails are delivered to your inbox.
      If you are afraid your first submission did not get to the

Maintenance Department, you can email OVMD@orono
quevillage.com to make a query. We will let you know if we
received  your work order.
        Do I need a computer to fill out a work order?
      Not necessarily, though it is the preferred method.
      Residents without computers should fill out the form

on page 8 and place it in the outside drop box at the North

Clubhouse and it will be delivered to the Maintenance De-
partment.
      How long does it take to get a response to my work

order request?
      The Maintenance Office staff tries its best to reply to re-

quests within 48 hours. However, the time frame in which
a request can be taken care of varies depending on
whether we are preparing for (or contending with) extreme
weather conditions or if our teams are at full-staff or if we
have materials in-stock. 
        Is there a wait for materials to be delivered to the
Maintenance Department?
        We have found that certain supplies are in high de-
mand and short supply due to the COVID virus. We are per-
petually waiting on deliveries for lumber and glass, among
other materials.
        Do I need to be home when the Maintenance De-
partment comes to my unit?
      If you have exterior work, you do not need to be at

home when we come. This includes outdoor painting, tree
and shrub removal, siding replacement, grass cutting or
pruning. 
      If you have interior work (such as  general painting/

touchups, sheetrock, glass replacement), an appointment
will need to be made. You will be called approximately one
week in advance of our arrival so that we can schedule a
time at your convenience. 
      Arrangements will need to be made prior to our staff

entering your homes due to the pandemic. Your tempera-
ture will be taken, a short questionnaire must be filled out
and the wearing of face masks is mandatory for the resi-
dent and the staff member.
        Will my appointment will be rescheduled if there is
a forecast for severe weather?
      Most likely, yes. Winter storms that require plowing,

snow removal and shoveling of walkways are priorities
when they occur. This also is true when heavy rain storms
and high winds cause the falling of trees and the scattering
of limbs and debris throughout the community. Water
main breaks also require attention and manpower. If an un-
expected emergency occurs, we will contact you to
reschedule.                                                                                 OV

WOrK OrDer 101: FreQueNtLY asKeD QuestIONs aBOut tHe PrOCess
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR

Service Order Request Forms 
Can Be Found  On Page 8
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As local market experts, backed by a 
global network, and over 25 years of 

experience we have the resources and 
knowledge for all your real estate needs. 

SPECIALIZING IN  
ORONOQUE VILLAGE

Lisa Glazer
Chairman’s Circle Gold Winner

Top 2% Nationally
(203) 305-4092

lisaglazer@bhhsNE.com

Scott Glazer
(203) 305-9752

scottglazer@bhhsne.com

FIrePLaCe saFetY
By Mark rhatigan, Director of Maintenance Operations

Your fireplace is primarily decorative and should not be
used for heat or cooking. Used conscientiously, your 

fireplace will provide wonderful ambience on a cold win-
ter's day.

Wood-Burning Fireplaces
      Always be sure that the damper is open before you

start your fire, while it is burning and until all embers are
extinguished.
      Never leave your unit

while a fire is burning. Keep a
fully charged fire extinguisher
nearby.
      Be sure to have a screen or

glass doors to prevent sparks
from flying into the room. 
      Be sure nothing flammable

is near the fireplace.
      Never burn scraps of wood

or lumber, charcoal, maga-
zines, garbage or plastics.
      Make small fires: use only

one artificial log or one or two wood logs. Build your fire
toward the back of the firebox.
      Make sure that the fire is out -- completely extin-

guished and cool -- and that ashes and residue are cool to
the touch before attempting to clean out the fireplace. Use
metal containers to hold anything you remove from the
fireplace; bring that container outside, at least three feet
from any building or bush, to store it.

      Never place fireplace residue in bags or boxes or non-
metallic containers and never place removed material on

a deck or porch or inside a garage or unit while awaiting
final disposal.
      If you burn wood once per week, have your fireplace

professionally cleaned every other year.
      

Gas Fireplaces and Heaters
      Direct-vent gas fireplaces and heaters must be from an

approved manufacturer, must meet Oronoque Village’s and
other codes, and must be installed by a licensed contrac-

tor.
Through-the-wall gas fireplaces and
heaters must be approved by the Archi-
tectural Committee and must meet

Oronoque Village’s codes, and must be in-
stalled by a licensed contractor. Through-
the-roof venting is not allowed.

Provide adequate protection and or
alarms from oxygen depletion and carbon-
monoxide poisoning. Purchase a unit that
will disconnect the gas flow when the pilot

light is not lit. Fireplace shut-offs must be
easily accessible from the unit.

Firewood
      Small quantities of  firewood are available at both club-

houses. Do not store large amounts on or underneath your
deck as this is an invitation for termites.

Important: Never leave a fire unattended.                 OV

MAINTENANCE MATTERS
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aNNOuNCeMeNts
eLeCtION resuLts FOr 
OVCa exeCutIVe BOarD 
      The 2020 OVCA election results have been released by

our auditors. 625 ballots were cast:
      President            Lee Shlafer                       54%

Bill Tanski                          45.86%
      Vice President  James Rapaport            100%
      Secretary           Myrna Mills Albino        100%
      Treasurer            Kenneth Colman             57.59%
      Dan Kanner                      38.60%

OV BOOK CLuB tO Meet 
Next ON OCtOBer 7

  On Oct. 7 at 2 p.m., the Book Club will hold a virtual meet-
ing to discuss Stephen Marie Thornton’s “American Princess.”
        The book is a compelling and poignant tribute to Alice

Roosevelt Longfellow, a presidential dar-
ling, a national rebel and America’s
sweetheart. The book is brimming with
political history, scandal and insight into
one of America’s most influential figures.
This is a fascinating account of the life of
a daring and adventurous woman.

To participate, follow the instructions
below:

To log on your computer, tablet or
smartphone, go to: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/
190261133 

        You can also dial in using your phone.  (For supported de-
vices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.) 
United States: +1 (669) 224-3412 
- One-touch: tel:+16692243412,,190261133# 
Access Code: 190-261-133 
        For information, email Bahin Samimy at bahinb@
yahoo.com.

saVe YOur PIPes, 
DON’t FLusH WIPes
        Many household cleaning products are labeled and mar-
keted as disposable; many baby hygiene products are labeled
both disposable and flushable. And while these products may
be marketed as a convenience item, the truth is that these
household wipes have the ability to clog and stop up your
sewer pipes. They can also cause blockage and service prob-
lems in town sewer systems and pump stations. 
        Unlike toilet paper, these products don’t break down
once they are flushed. They can cause blockages in your
sewer lines, especially older pipelines that may have grease,
roots or other obstructions already existing. Line blockages
can lead to nasty sewer backups in your home. 
        On a larger scale, when these products make their way
into the public sewer system, they collect together and cause
clogs in sewer main lines and get tangled in pump stations
requiring repair or possibly even expensive replacement of
equipment. 
        Always properly dispose of wipes in a trash receptacle,
whether they are labeled “flushable” or not.

      Major road replacement is scheduled to begin the
week of Oct. 12 and conclude by the end of the month.
      All roads listed below will be milled and repaved.

Any driveways attached to given roads will be replaced
as well. All driveway replacement consists of a com-
plete tear out, as the asphalt mill machines cannot fit
in the smaller driveways. This also allows for a new
proper sub-base to accommodate heavier vehicles,
such as garbage trucks, that have caused cracks when
reversing into driveways. New “Cape Cod Style” curbing
will also be installed and  there will be replacement of
any defective catch basin tops that have been identi-
fied. At this time we will be installing a new parking
area on Huron Lane to accommodate additional park-
ing spaces for Buckskin residents.
      Roads to be completed, in sequence, are Quinnip-

iac Lane, Pequot Lane, Oneida Lane and Sioux Lane.

Phases for road replacement
      Phase 1: Mill and remove 2 inches of asphalt on all

roads listed, to include curbing.
      Phase 2: Remove/replace flat and curb top catch

basins as needed. Any additional repairs needed to in-
terior of catch basins will be addressed at this time.
      Phase 3: Tear out all driveways, address any

drainage issues. Prep driveways for repaving.
      Phase 4: Repave all driveways. 
      Phase 5: Repave all roads. 
      Phase 6: Install new curbing.
      Phase 7: Repaint new road striping (if needed) and

stop bars.

        * Residents will be notified prior to work taking
place.

2020 rOaD rePLaCeMeNt PLaNNeD FOr tHIs MONtH *



7October 1, 2020  •  

By Barbara Minoff

For roughly 30 years, OVCA has prohibited employees from
accepting tips; it is an HR policy our employees are ex-

pected to follow.  The reason? Past experience in the Village
showed that residents who tip often get special attention.
That breeds an inequitable circumstance.  
        It's also unfair to the many hard-working
hourly employees whose jobs don’t put them in
direct contact with residents, and thus preclude
their receiving gratuities. 
        To remedy this situation, the Holiday Giving
Fund was created. Residents were invited to
contribute to a single fund that is distributed
fairly among all staff members, eliminating any
discrimination.  
        Last year, the name of the fund was changed to Em-
ployee Appreciation Fund.
        While there are no annual bonuses at OV, residents are
able to donate to the Employee Appreciation Fund, thus pro-
viding the equivalent of a bonus while applauding the entire
staff for their tireless efforts throughout the year.
        The pandemic has created a unique situation for us all ...
but while many of us are spending more time indoors, our
Maintenance crews and office staffs have been at work and
on the job, daily. 
        Each day we look out and marvel at how lovely our Vil-
lage is and how fortunate we are to be living here.  This
beauty does not come easily. It takes the very dedicated staff
members of Oronoque Village, who  pride themselves on

maintaining our Village to the highest standards.  
        They see to our needs year-round and consider us to be
their Oronoque family.
        Whether the crews are plowing and shoveling snow,
clearing our walkways during treacherously icy conditions,
blowing leaves, maintaining curb appeal or tending to the

grounds during a blistering heatwave, these very
dedicated employees go above and beyond in
seeing to our needs.  

Now is the time for us to show our apprecia-
tion for the entire staff -- the Maintenance crews
as well as the dedicated and hard-working em-
ployees who man the Business and Maintenance
offices! Let’s thank them for all that they do for
us throughout the year by contributing to the
Employee Appreciation Fund.. 

        Each contribution to the fund, no matter the size, makes
a real difference to our staff members.  Checks can be made
out to “Employee Appreciation Fund” and dropped off at the
North Clubhouse via the outside drop box.

Thank you for your consideration and please stay safe
and healthy.                                                                                        OV

Call us today if you or a loved one needs care

In our Nursing & Rehabilitation Center we 
provide Exceptional Caring in a patient-centered
environment. All aspects of care are focused
on meeting each individual's recovery goals.

Visit us at 7003 Main St, Stratford, CT
LordChamberlain.net
203.375.5894

Lord ChamberlainLord Chamberlain

Visit us at 7003 Main St, Stratford, CT

Lord Chamberlain

Visit us at 7003 Main St, Stratford, CT

Call us today if you or a loved one needs care

203.375.5894
LordChamberlain.net
Visit us at 7003 Main St, Stratford, CT

on meeting each individual's recovery goals.
environment. All aspects of care are focused
provide Exceptional Caring in a patient-centered

Nursing & Rehabilitation CenterIn our 

rydershealth.com
Call us today if you or a loved one needs care

Visit us at 7003 Main St, Stratford, CT

on meeting each individual's recovery goals.
environment. All aspects of care are focused
provide Exceptional Caring in a patient-centered

 we Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

aNOtHer use FOr 
HYDrOGeN PerOxIDe

      Hydrogen peroxide has many amazing uses. I re-
cently had occasion to learn a new one. 
      It is the best thing I have ever seen for removing

blood. It is easy to use but may take a few applications.
Either spray or apply a few drops of the peroxide to the
stain with an eyedropper. A white foam will appear. As
soon as the foam stops forming, remove it with a paper
towel. Repeat the process. Keep examining the stain.
It should soon disappear, leaving only a wet spot. 
      I would avoid doing this on a delicate fabric such

as silk; it works very well on carpet and most other fab-
rics.

-- Janet Clayman

Feature 

eMPLOYee aPPreCIatION FuND: a HIstOrICaL PersPeCtIVe
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Date:_______________________________________

Owners name:________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

Home Phone:_______________________________

Cell Phone: _________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

PermiSSiOn is (is not) granted for maintenance to
enter the above unit to perform the requested work. I
agree to pay for all work performed on items that are
the owenr’s responsibility. Key is (is not) on file in the
north Office.

Request*:___________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

__________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

*One item per request

Signed: ____________________________________

OrOnOque Village SerVice requeSt FOrm

Date________________________________________

Owners name:________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

Home Phone_______________________________

Cell Phone: _________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

PermiSSiOn is (is not) granted for maintenance to
enter the above unit to perform the requested work. I
agree to pay for all work performed on items that are
the owenr’s responsibility. Key is (is not) on file in the
north Office.

Request*:___________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

__________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

*One item per request

Signed: ____________________________________

OrOnOque Village SerVice requeSt FOrm
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Features

The Stratford Library has announced its selections for
the Fall/Winter 2020 series of “Books Over Coffee”, the

monthly book discussion program that has been a popu-
lar staple at the library for over 30 years. The library con-
tinues to offer this lively forum even during unusual times
by utilizing the Zoom platform. “Books Over Coffee”, which
is free and open to the public, is offered on monthly
Wednesday afternoons from noon to 1 p.m. and is hosted
by Stratford Library staffer Linda LiDestri.
      A special “Meet-the-Author” discussion of “Being Lolita,“

a memoir by former Stratford resident Alisson Wood, on
Oct. 7. 
      A dark romance evolves between Bunnell High School

junior Alisson Wood and her charismatic English teacher in
Wood’s breathtakingly powerful and honest memoir relat-
ing the journey of a young woman who must learn to
rewrite her own story. Alisson Wood will be the special
guest at the book discussion.
      Other titles for 2020 will be Stuart Truton’s “7 1/2

Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle” on Oct. 28, “The Exiles” by
Christina Baker Kline on Nov. 18 and “Dear Edward” by Jane
Napolitano on Dec. 16.
      Copies of all books are currently available for loan at

the library’s Circulation Desk. The titles are also available
for loan on Kindle and Nook eReaders. Participants are in-
vited to register for “Books Over Coffee” online at:
https://stratfordlibrary.libcal.com/event/7073364?hs=a.

Online services for area residents 
      The library is directing its users to a variety of online re-

sources that now include Creativebug, an exciting new arts
and crafts resource.
      With Creativebug, Stratford Library cardholders have

an all-access pass to explore 1,000+ arts and crafts video
classes taught by recognized design experts and artists. 
      Learn sewing, quilting, paper crafting, knitting, crochet,

art and design, jewelry-making and more. Viewers also can
find new ideas and instructions on food and home, holi-
days and parties and activities to do with the family.  
      Patrons can learn more about Creativebug 24/7 by vis-

iting: http://stratfordlibrary.org/research/.
      While visiting the site, patrons are also invited to check-

out other online library resources including ResearchITCT
(magazines and newspapers), Consumer Reports (product
ratings and reviews), Flipster (popular magazines), Freegal
(stream music, make playlists) and Hoopla (free digital
movies, ebooks and more).
      To reach the Stratford Library call: 203-385-4164, Mon-

day-Saturday, 10 a.m.–5p.m. or email: slaask@stratford
library.org.
      For further information visit the Stratford Library at

2203 Main St. or call its Public Relations and Programming
Office at: 203-385-4162. Timely information is also available
on the library’s website at www.stratfordlibrary.org.   OV

WHat’s HaPPeNING at tHe stratFOrD LIBarY

By Janet Clayman

        aBseNtee VOtING: Every registered voter in Con-
necticut has probably received an application for absentee
voting.  If you wish to vote in person, don’t return it. If you
do fill out the application, you can mail it back or put it in
the ballot box in front of Town Hall.
        If you return the application, the ballot will be sent in
October. Fill it out promptly and completely, and return it
right away by mail or into the ballot box. The ballot box will
be much faster.
        If you return the absentee ballot, you cannot vote at
the polls. Questions? Call the Town Clerk at 203-385-4020.
        reGIsterING tO VOte: If you have moved recently,
be sure to register in your new address. 
        The easiest way to do that is to visit the Connecticut

Online Voter Registration website (https://voterregistra
tion.ct.gov/OLVR).  After answering a few short questions,
you will be guided to the Town of Stratford. You can also
send an email directly to the Stratford Registrar of Voters
(Registrars@townofstratford.com), but I found the first
method easier.  (Either way, you must have a driver’s license
or a non-driver’s ID card.)
        You will be instructed to email the application to the
Registrar of Voters. This is a very busy time. To see if your
application has been received and processed, you can go
online and use the Voter Lookup Tool (https://
portaldir.ct.gov/sots/LookUp.aspx). 
        Another way to make sure the applications has been
received is to call the Registrar of Voters Office  at 203-385-
4048. OV

eLeCtION 2020 VOtING INFOrMatION 
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      The Stratford Veterans Museum's mission is to design,
build and furnish a museum that will honor veterans from
Stratford who have served our country honorably in war
and in peace. The museum will be geared to accommodate
schoolchildren to foster their appreciation of United States
history and the sacrifices and stories of those men and
woman who made our country possible. Here’s one such
story:  

the War of 1812: a scourge to British shipping
      In April 1813, Samuel Nicoll sailed from New York in the

15-gun schooner, Scourge, headed for the North Sea and
the coast of England. On July 19, off Norway, Nicoll spoke
with Commodore Rodgers in the U.S. frigate President.
Later the Scourge fell in with the privateer Rattlesnake in
the English Channel, and the two cruised together for the
rest of the season preying on Britain’s Baltic trade. One of
Capt. Nicoll’s trophies was an elegant chandelier that he
sent home to Stratford to hang in the Episcopal church. He
also sent other prizes to the United States and Norway to
be sold.
      (NOTE: Above is from the book “In Pursuit of Paradise:

History of the Town of
Stratford, Connecticut”
by Lewis G. Knapp. The
book is available from
The Stratford Historical
Society)
      As this project

moves forward, the
museum will need the
stories of our town's
veteran's as well as
their photographs and
other mementos. The
museum intends to honor all who wore the uniform of the
United States military whether in peace or in war. 
      The museum organizers want to hear about your serv-

ice and you may also want to include stories or anecdotes
about your tour of duty. 
      Updates and requests will be posted on the Stratford

Veterans Museum Facebook page (https://www.facebook.
com/stratfordveteransmuseum/)                                       OV

PLaNs FOr  stratFOrD VeteraNs MuseuM uNDer WaY
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Call me anytime on my cell phone 203-257-2288              Rich Patterson    

 

                                                   

Oronoque Village Specialist           
29+ years as a REALTOR in Stratford. I started my career in 

Oronoque Village in 1972 in the construction.  Whether you 
are buying or selling I m your expert at Oronoque Village. 

Cash buyers available for quick sales. 

Top Selling agent in Oronoque Village for                              
2017 and 2018. 

U.S. Marine Corps Veteran    SEMPER FI 
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Flower Arrangements for All Occasions
Magda Bennett, Proprietor

magda@mb�oral.com / 203-820-8151
www.mb�oral.com

PLease reMeMBer tO 
tHaNK Our aDVertIsers 

aND teLL tHeM tHat 
YOu saW tHeIr aDs 

IN tHe VILLaGer!
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With its appealing historic architecture, village greens and
tidy shops, Connecticut still does “charming” very well,

especially in the autumn. In fact, there are immensely attrac-
tive little towns all across the state that—with their shops,
restaurants, galleries and inns—are perfect for a visit and
even an overnight stay this fall, according to the Connecticut
Department of Tourism.

        
Before venturing out, make sure to check the hours, they

may have changed due to COVID-19.

        
Chester: Chester is a lovely little town on the west bank

of the Connecticut River, surrounded by valley hills and with
a center of town that’s right out of central casting. You’ll find
yourself charmed by places like the rustic antique chestnut
restaurant, Brushmill by the Waterfall, or new American River
Tavern, galleries such as Lori Warner Studio and you will find
a list of all the merchants here. And be sure to make a river
crossing on the Chester/Hadlyme Ferry. The Griswold Inn in
nearby Essex, or The Copper Beech Inn in Ivoryton, are great
options to extend your visit to an overnight stay.

        
stonington Borough: The Village, as it’s called locally, is

unlike any other place in the state, in fact someone once
wrote that it’s as if a piece of Nantucket had somehow sepa-
rated itself and floated down to this southeast corner of Con-
necticut. Here, among its narrow lanes, the story of
Stonington and the sea is everywhere, and it’s even home to
the award-winning Stonington Vineyards and Connecticut’s
last remaining fishing boat fleet. Try an overnight at The Inn
at Stonington, a meal at Noah’s and a visit to the Old Light-
house Museum and you’ll soon feel right at home.

        
New Preston: This tiny town is situated on the shore of

Lake Waramaug, arguably one of Connecticut’s loveliest lakes,
where the colors blaze in the fall. There are shops in the tiny
town, and a restaurant or two as well, such as The Hopkins
Inn or the nearby White Horse Country Pub. And you should
certainly drive, bike or hike the 8-mile loop around the lake
and stop at Hopkins Vineyard along the way. Want to linger
longer? The Windemere B&B offers guests a cozy, authenti-
cally New England experience. 

        
southport: An inviting village on Long Island Sound,

Southport is also on the MetroNorth/Amtrak line, so it’s easily
reached without a car. You’ll find shops and restaurants in the
center, and it’s just a short hop to the beach. The 1889 Pequot
Library is home to rare book collections and hosts fascinating
events year round. Stay at the Delamar Southport, a boutique
hotel that offers inviting rooms, gracious service, a spa and
fine dining as well. Stop for a bite at The Gray Goose for a bit
of local flavor.

        
Guilford: Located on the Connecticut shoreline not far

from New Haven, Guilford is a charming New England “beach”
town that offers four seasons of attractions. Volunteers lead
walking tours through the town pointing out the town’s 375

years of history, including The Whitfield House, the oldest
stone house in Connecticut (1639) and a museum that offers
a look at the lifestyle and culture of pre-colonial America. The
Guilford Art Center offers classes, a shop and gallery show-
casing handcrafted treasures. Stop by Ballou’s Restaurant and
Wine Bar for a bite, and if you can enjoy a longer visit, stay
right on the water at the Thimble Islands Bed & Breakfast, just
down the road in Branford.

        
Litchfield: The town of Litchfield, at the heart of Litch-

field Hills region in northwestern Connecticut, draws visitors
with a passion for New England charm. Garden lovers from
all over the country know the name White Flower Farm, and
you can visit the home nursery here, even in the fall. You can
also go for a hike at White Memorial, the state’s largest nature
and wildlife sanctuary. Grab a table overlooking the town
green at West Street Grill, or spend an afternoon sampling
small batch, premium spirits at Litchfield Distillery. If you’d like
to stay the night and spend more time exploring, get a room
at historic and charming Litchfield Inn.

        
Pomfret: Pomfret will give you a real taste of how charm-

ing northeast Connecticut can be. There is history at every
turn of the road here, and much of it has been preserved in
the houses and public buildings. There are long views and fall
foliage treats in Pomfret, but you can also browse shops and
galleries like Martha’s Herbary, stop for a bite at the Vanilla
Bean Café, and enjoy the wine and the views at Sharpe Hill
Vineyard. Not far from Pomfret, spend a night or two at The
Inn at Woodstock, one of the region’s most romantic inns. Or
enjoy a cozy private cottage all to yourself at the Inn at Fox
Hill Farm.

        
ridgefield:  One of Connecticut’s most scenic towns,

Ridgefield is tucked in the south western part of the state, not
far from the New York border. Its elegant Main Street is filled
with shops and restaurants, both old and new. The Aldrich
Contemporary Art Museum on Main Street is a fixture of
modern art, while just a few steps away, historic Keeler Tavern
brings 300 years of Ridgefield history, including a famous
Revolutionary War battle, to life. Stay in the historic West Lane
Inn, and enjoy dinner just next door at Bernard’s.             OV

BeYOND tHe VILLaGe

The Aldrich Museum in Ridgefield
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sCaM aLert

By Julie Jason

The difficult period we are experi-
encing as a result of the COVID-

19 pandemic has a related, unsavory
aspect: It has opened an opportunity
for scammers to take advantage of
people, especially seniors.
Criminals are even stealing Economic
Impact Payments. EIPs are stimulus
payments made available by the

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act,
which was signed into law on March 27.
      Seniors are targeted more than others. If you yourself

are a senior or know someone who is, it’s important to
know what to expect.
      First, beware COVID-19-related phishing schemes.

Watch out for emails, letters, texts and links that use key-
words such as “coronavirus,” “COVID-19” and “Stimulus,”
warned the IRS in a release issued July 16 (“IRS unveils ‘Dirty
Dozen’ list of tax scams for 2020”).
      “These schemes are blasted to large numbers of people

in an effort to get personal identifying information or finan-
cial account information,” said the IRS. “Most of these new
schemes are actively playing on the fear and unknown of
the virus and the stimulus payments.”
      Second, if you are charitably inclined, be alert to fake

charities related to the COVID-19 pandemic. These schemes
“normally start with unsolicited contact by telephone, text,
social media, email or in-person using a variety of tactics,”
according to the IRS. “Bogus websites use names similar to
legitimate charities to trick people to send money or pro-
vide personal financial information. They may even claim
to be working for or on behalf of the IRS to help victims file
casualty loss claims and get tax refunds.”
      If you want to contribute to a cause, look up the charity

to make sure it is legitimate. You can use the search tool on
IRS.gov (tinyurl.com/y84b96ja). Scroll down the page until
you see the “Tax Exempt Organization Search” blue box.
Clicking on it will give you search parameters for finding an

organization by name or by Employer Identification Num-
ber (EIN). From there you can determine if the charity is le-
gitimate.
      Third, watch out for telephone scams, or “vishing”

(voice phishing). The scam calls can threaten arrest, depor-
tation or license revocation if the victim doesn’t pay a
bogus tax bill. They often take the form of a “robocall” (a
text-to-speech recorded message with instructions for re-
turning the call).
      If the caller says he or she is from the IRS, be on the

alert. The IRS will “never demand immediate payment,
threaten, ask for financial information over the phone, or
call about an unexpected refund or EIP,” said the IRS.
      Fourth, if you, or someone you know, live in a retire-

ment community or a nursing home, have you received
your EIP?
      In a June 16 alert to nursing homes and other care fa-

cilities (tinyurl.com/yc5p8aaq), the IRS stated that others
might take advantage “of vulnerable populations who re-
ceived the EIPs.”
      These are only a few of the types of situations seniors

need to be aware of. Read about the “Dirty Dozen” tax
scams for 2020 at tinyurl.com/y22l6nl5.
      I also recommend watching this video: “Pick Six to Stop

COVID-19 Fraud,” prepared by the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Northern District of New York: tinyurl.com/yy42jf7x.
      Another resource is “Taxpayer Guide to Identity Theft”

(tinyurl.com/yd56ytru) and “Coronavirus Tax Relief”
(tinyurl.com/ukv9vkh), both found on the IRS website.
      If you are the subject of a coronavirus-related scam,

contact the National Center for Disaster Fraud (NCDF) Hot-
line at 1-866-720-5721. The NCDF is an agency within the
Department of Justice’s Criminal Division.                      

Julie Jason, a personal money manager and author, can be
reached at readers@juliejason.com. 

Thank you to Karen Hahn for this submission

OV
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WOrKs BY tHe OV WrIter’s GrOuP 
tHe LONG HOt suMMer
©robert D. Macaluso, 2020

Saint Patrick’s Day, 2020, will be remembered as the first
year there was no parade. Red-faced Sergeant O’Malley

didn’t lead the pipe-and-drum band down Main Street’s
green stripe to Rooney’s Pub, where kilted marchers were tra-
ditionally rewarded with “tastes” of Irish whisky and pints of
green beer. Green streaks of rainwater flowed into the bay
from the untapped kegs dumped into the storm drains.
Bushels of cabbage and slabs of corned beef were donated
to St. Brigitte’s food kitchen. Cases of Jameson’s gathered dust
in Rooney’s cellar. The day passed quietly and faded away
with just a whimper.

        
The parade did not kick-off the town’s biggest, wettest,

most raucous all-day, all-night celebration. O’Malley didn’t
lead choruses of “Toora, Loora, Loora” and “Irish Eyes are Smil-
ing” or “Oh, Danny Boy.” Paddy Rooney, known for the blarney
charm of an Irish politician and his “gift of the gab,” didn’t tell
corny jokes and stories of the “old sod” over the smooth ma-
hogany bar and his brother, Mickey, didn’t serve hearty meals
from the kitchen. 

        
Before summer’s end, Paddy would lose his battle with

the virus and join his “sainted Ma and Da” under the Rooney
monument in St Brigitte’s cemetery. Throughout the town, all
pubs and restaurants were dark and shuttered except for
curbside “Takeout and To Go.” 

        
Spring was just around the corner when the hot humid

weather began. Everything was different. Graphs displayed
peaks and valleys and hot spots and flare-ups. There were
promises that “it would go away, it’s no worse than a bad cold
-- how bad can it be if we can kill it with soap and bleach and
gels?” Some who studied and heeded the science helped
hold-back the unseen menace. April Fool’s Day slipped by
with few jokes and pranks as days grew longer and summer-
like heat intensified. Memorial Day and July 4th passed with-
out parades, fireworks or barbecues.

        
Temperatures soared and helped to inflame tempers. Ar-

guments about businesses and schools and beaches and
pools and civil rights and guns and jobs divided neighbors
and towns and cities and countries. Homes became class-
rooms and offices. Headlines screamed with stories of evic-
tions and foreclosures and healthcare and hunger. Debates
raged: Lock-down or open-up? Online or in-person? At home
or on-site? Masked? Gloved? Sanitized? Disinfected? Med-
icated? Tested? Cure or hoax? 

        
Summer lingered, longer, hotter. Sanitizing ultraviolet

rays “didn’t make it go away.” Seasons of events were changed,
postponed and canceled. We knew there wouldn’t be a
Thanksgiving Day parade and we wouldn’t see O’Malley’s
pipe-and-drum band. What about the holidays? Next year?
Would “it go away?”  

        
O’Malley whimpered that he could hear a lone bagpiper.

His nurses knew that it was the wheeze of his ventilator.  OV

HOLIDaY WrIter’s BLOCK
By Peter Geltner

Many authors are known to have writer’s block during the
holidays.  I found out how one famous author handled

this problem.

        
The rumors are correct. He was on a ship filled with

Christmas wreathes and Hanukkah bushes, when he went to
the side of the ship and stared into the hot boiling sea.  Then,
on a nearby rock protruding from the water, he noticed a wal-
rus spitting. So he started thinking about what a walrus might
spit at.
        It could spit at the ship.
      It could spit on shoes … a nice spit shine.
      It could spit on an envelope to help seal it, but that would

make the wax kind of icky.
        It could spit on a cabbage, but ewwwww, no one would
want to ever eat a cabbage again. 
        It could spit on a king! Ha! Off with his head!
        A friend of his walked up and said “What are you jabber-
ing about?”  
        “Wock?  I mean what? Hmmm, Jabberwock would make
an interesting word!”

        He grabs his hat and slams it on his knees. “Hah, you must
think that I am mad as a ...”  He stares at the hat, he pokes the
hat … “Hmmmm, mad as a hat??? Hah, a mad hatter!”
        He takes out his mirror. He stares at mussed hair. He pokes
at the mirror. He sticks his finger through a loop in the mirror.
“Hmmmm, my finger looks like it is going through the look-
ing glass.”
        The friend asked “Were you talking to that walrus?”
        “Of course not!  Walruses can’t talk!  Hmmmm, what if a
walrus could talk? Instead of spitting, he could be speaking.
Let’s see: ‘The time has come,’ the walrus said, ‘to speak of
many things … of shoes and ships and sealing wax, of cab-
bages and kings.’ That’s much better than spitting.
        “But wait! Who is going to believe that a walrus can
speak? Children!  And I’ll include other animals that can speak
… a rabbit and a cat. Not just any cat, a Cheshire cat!
        “And I should have a child in the story, perhaps a little girl.
Let’s see, Elleana? Lisa? Elise? Alice! That’s it.
        “I will create a Wonderland!” He throws his hands in the
air in triumph. “Happy New Year, everybody!”
        And that’s how Lewis Carroll got over his writer’s block.
                                                                                                              OV



17October 1, 2020  •  

FOrGIVING aND FOrGettING
By Peter Geltner

At my age, I forget a lot of things. Actually, starting to write
this document I have already forgotten what I was plan-

ning to do, so I will need to take a little break and think about
it some more.
        OK, I am back. I often forget which position I need to be
in when I am trying to go to sleep. I have to adjust myself in
certain positions for my body aches. I use a pillow between
my knees to help against knee pain, but the position of the
pillow varies when I lie on my left side or my right side or my
back. It is hard to remember things while I am sleeping, so if
I incorrectly change positions, I wake up and have to readjust
my sheet, my blanket, my pillows, etc.
        My wife and I are often forgetting where we put things.
She is constantly searching for her glasses, and of course I try
to help her find them. When I cannot find my phone, I use her
phone to call my number so that I can follow the sounds and
retrieve it. It wastes a lot of time doing this so frequently, but
we always forgive ourselves and each other for being so for-
getful.
        I often forget what day of the week it is, since I am retired
and everyday feels like a weekend. I sometimes forget to take
my pills, and when I check my pill container, with days of the
week inscribed, I see that I skipped a day. I never forget

whether I have eaten breakfast. I may forget that I left the ce-
real in the oven instead of the refrigerator, and that I need to
get the soy milk from the lower level of our condo, but I do
eventually locate everything and even find a spoon with
which to eat my cereal.
        We have lots of nice friends and acquaintances in
Oronoque Village, but I often forget the names of their
spouses. Sometimes when I whisper the important question
in my wife’s ear, she has the correct answer. Sometimes she
has the wrong answer, but of course I forgive her.  I am usually
too embarrassed to ask the person what their name is. So I
will say “I forget, is your name Cinderella or Cleopatra?” And
the answer will be “Ha ha, I am Beverly.”  That helps reduce the
embarrassment, so I assume that I am forgiven.
        I of course have some concerns about the problems with
forgetting so many things. I often use the wrong word in a
sentence. For example, I might think of the word podiatry in-
stead of pedicure.  Often I am not aware that I have used the
wrong word, so my wife does not understand what I am say-
ing, and I do not understand why she does not know what I
am saying.
        I have had several appointments with memory special-
ists, and my tests always place me in the high percentiles for
my age. Sorry, I do not mean to brag.  I hope that you will for-
give me.  It just still bothers me that I forget so many things. 
                                                                                                              OV

tHe BaLL CHase
By Mary von ziegesar

“George, where in the Hell did my ball go?” Sam asked.  
“I didn’t see it.  Looked like a serious hook to me. I heard

it. Maybe it hit that house with the garden in the front, where
those people are sitting,” George replied, smiling. 
        “Living on a golf course has to have its perks, even if you
don’t play the game.”
        “Right, now are we going to keep chasing this ball, cir-
cling like a retriever looking for a scent, or do you want to just
drop a ball, Sam, on THIS side of the fairway.”
        “Let’s not chase the ball.  Hop in the cart, let’s move down
the fairway. Hey, look over there! Imagine how nice it is, sitting
on the patio where those people are having cocktails and
watching golfers go by.  Must be a hoot, seeing guys hitting
the wrong way on the 11th aiming at the 10th hole. But, but
I get it, my friend.  Those young guys are learning and having
fun.  How long have we been doing this on Tuesday nights,
George?”  He sipped his beer and took another drag on his
cigar.
        “A long time, Sam, like 28 years?  Patty reminds me of all
my time on this course when we talk about vacationing spots.
She likes to pick, feels she has the right …  not that we’ve had
any vacations because of COVID.  But then, to me, playing golf
is being on vacation.  I love it.”
        “Me too, George. Look,” he said pointing, “Why do you

suppose those people are walking around their condos?”
        “I don’t have a clue, but let’s stick to the other side of the
fairway and I’ll drop right there” Sam said pointing beyond
the sand-trap.
        “Makes sense to me. Ah, I do love this game.” George
added at about the same time that Mary and Annie looked
over their wine glasses, across the patio and at each other.
        Mary said to Annie, “Did you hear that bang?  Sounded
like a golf ball, didn’t it?”
        “Sure did” agreed Annie, getting up and walking around
her house to the driveway and garage.  “No breaks here,” she
called to Mary who was making a similar walk around the out-
side of her house to the driveway and garage.”
        “Nothing here either,” Mary called out while looking up
at the walls expecting to see a broken window.  
        Annie smiled and commented, “Well, we lucked out this
time,” as Mary nodded in agreement and they returned to
their golf-course view where thoughts of a broken window
were replaced with red wine refills from their husbands.
        It wasn’t until the next morning when Mary went to get
into her car that she saw the front windshield of her wagon.
The windshield had been shattered by a golf ball.  It certainly
was quite a hook, she thought with a knowing smile.  
        Living on a golf course can have its moments but the
pleasures far outweigh a broken window any day.  There is
something to be said for chasing a little ball around 18-holes
on or off of the course.                                                                 OV



18 •  October 1, 2020

the OV Book club will meet on Wednesday, nov. 4, at 2 p.m. 
via gotomeeting.com to discuss The Library Book by Susan Orlean

this book is a constant pleasure to read . . . everybody who loves books should check out
The Library Book ... we learn how libraries have evolved, responded to depressions and
wars, and generally thrived despite a constant struggle for funds. You can’t help but finish
The Library Book and feel grateful that these marvelous places belong to us all. 

this is an ambitiously researched, elegantly written book that serves as a portal into a place
of history, drama, culture, and stories.  You’re going to hear a lot about how important this
story is, for shining a spotlight on libraries and the heroic people who run them. that’s all
true, but there’s an even better reason to read it—because it will keep you spellbound from
first page to last. Don’t miss out.

questions? email Bahin Samimy at bahinb@yahoo.com. Details on how to access the meet-
ing will be published in the november 1 edition of the Villager.

REMINDER: 
OVTV IS CHANNEL 591 
FOR THOSE WITH A
CABLE BOX 

CHANNEL 121-591 
FOR THOSE WITHOUT 
A CABLE BOX. 



COLuMBus DaY
sCHeDuLe

the Business & Maintenance Offices will be
closed for Columbus Day on Monday, Oct. 12.

the holiday will not affect the trash and 
recycling pickup schedule.  Collection will
take place on Wednesday, Oct. 14.

Columbus Day is one of the 10 us  legal fed-
eral holidays. there will be no postal service.

Columbus Day is an official state holiday in
Connecticut, so state agencies and many 
municipal offices will be closed. 

the federal holiday means most banks and
the bond markets are closed, although 
Connecticut lets banks and credit unions de-
cide whether or not to open on a state holi-
day.



LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE MOVING
MOVING AND NEED HELP?

Call us today for a FREE 
Phone or Virtual Estimate

We can help you move and settle 
into your new beginnings even during 
these uncertain times.  Whether you 
are moving around the corner or 
across country we are here to help.

STRUGGLING FOR SPACE?  
Full service moving and storage 

solution throughout the U.S.A.
Call us today for a FREE estimate 

with a live and local contact.
195 Christian Street • Oxford, CT 

(203) 881-1687
www.joycevanlines.com
Independently Owned & Operated


