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LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE MOVING
MOVING AND NEED HELP?

Call us today for a FREE 
Phone or Virtual Estimate

We can help you move and settle 
into your new beginnings even during 
these uncertain times.  Whether you 
are moving around the corner or 
across country we are here to help.

STRUGGLING FOR SPACE?  
Full service moving and storage 

solution throughout the U.S.A.
Call us today for a FREE estimate 

with a live and local contact.
195 Christian Street • Oxford, CT 

(203) 881-1687
www.joycevanlines.com
Independently Owned & Operated
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As local market experts, backed by a 
global network, and over 25 years of 

experience we have the resources and 
knowledge for all your real estate needs. 

SPECIALIZING IN  
ORONOQUE VILLAGE

Lisa Glazer
Chairman’s Circle Gold Winner

Top 2% Nationally
(203) 305-4092

lisaglazer@bhhsNE.com

Scott Glazer
(203) 305-9752

scottglazer@bhhsne.com
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JUNE 15, 2021 

By Lee Shlafer 
     Good evening. This is an occa-
sion, the seventh meeting since 
this board was elected and the 
first opportunity to meet face to 
face.  
     Instead of the sound of rattling 
dishes and ringing telephones in 
the background, we will no 
doubt be dealing with the chal-

lenges of the microphones, but it is totally worth it to see 
and hear each other firsthand. So welcome OVCA! 
      The process of opening the Village is well underway. 

The efforts of both staff and residents have culminated in 
a very successful re-entry to a lifestyle that has been on 
hold for longer than any of us ever expected. The pools and 
racquet sports facilities are operating smoothly and at least 
four social events -- karaoke, a Tennis Club party, Funseek-
ers and the SAC kick-off cocktail party for the 50th Anniver-
sary Gala -- were very well-attended or sold out.  I have 
heard only rave reviews for all these activities.  None of this 
was possible without the hard work of many people. The 
staff has been wonderfully supportive The reality is that the 
“fun factor” we enjoy in this community happens only be-
cause of the dedication of many resident volunteers. To all 
those people, and there are many, thank you. 
      On the topic of reopening, there are some issues still 

ahead of us. One is the policy for permitting nonresidents 
to use the facilities, two is the reopening of the gym and 
three is establishing an ongoing schedule for the hours the 
clubhouses will be open. 
      I have asked the Racquet Sports, Pool and House Com-

mittees to meet and discuss their recommendations for 
permitting nonresident use of their respective facility.  I am 
aware that there are some residents who would like this to 
happen immediately, however, the facilities have been 
open for a relatively brief amount of time.  While operations  

 
 
 
 
 
 

so far have been smooth, our original decision to open was 
based on going forward carefully and evaluating condi-
tions in the state and here in Oronoque.  The Pool and 
House Committees have some complicated issues to con-
sider: how to handle vaccinated and nonvaccinated non-
residents. Also, policies for adults versus children.  
      The Racquet Sports Committee voted unanimously to 

return to  pre-Covid Rules for court play, which includes a 
policy for guests. Their recommendation was not on this 
month’s agenda because it happened after the meeting 
agenda was finalized.  As the committee’s vote was unani-
mous, the Board will be sent a resolution by email asking 
them to vote in favor of, or in opposition to, the recommen-
dation of the Racquet Sports Committee.  The votes of the 
District Representatives will be tallied by the Board Secre-
tary.  A two-thirds vote is needed for the resolution to pass.  
The resolution will be read into the minutes of the July 
OVCA meeting. 
      In the event that the Pool and or House Committee 

make recommendations that are passed unanimously, the 
same process as used for the Racquet Sports Committee 
will be followed to obtain a Board vote.  If the vote is not 
unanimous, the recommendations will be brought before 
the Board for discussion and a vote by the Board. 
      On the subject of the gym,  as was reported at the last 

OVCA meeting, a subcommittee of gym users studied this 
matter.  The primary reasons for not opening the gym are 
the requirements for social distancing, which limit the num-
ber of people who can use the gym at one time and the 
ability of the staff to be present to sanitize after the use of 
the equipment by each individual using the gym.  This is 
something that would need to be monitored during all the 
hours of gym operation. There is not a desire to close the 
door on this issue, but there are practicalities that make 
opening the gym difficult. The committee that met is a sub-
committee of the House Committee and they are open to 
suggestions for future consideration.  
       Lastly, the hours of operation for the clubhouses are 

currently from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday, Thursday and Friday 
and 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday. The club-
houses are closed on weekends except for scheduled 
events. The House Committee plans to review these hours 
with our Executive Director to establish a schedule that will 
be permanent, including the policy on private parties, at 
the next House Committee meeting. 
      I would like to take a moment to give a short explana-

tion on procedure. The agenda for an OVCA meeting is es-
tablished one week prior to the meeting during a meeting 
of the Executive Board. District Representatives are aware 
that they may contact the Board Secretary to ask that an 
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Continued on page 12
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Signature Jubilee Cocktail Upon Entrance

Keyboard and Vocalist Elizabeth Ashkins

Pasta Stations
Antipasto Table with Assorted European Meats and Cheeses

Shrimp Cocktail Display

Specialty Salad

Choice of:
Beef Tenderloin with Demiglaze

Grilled Halibut with Lemon Butter Caper Sauce
Semi-Boneless Cornish Hen With Herbed Rice & Cognac Sauce

Vegetarian:  Eggplant Rollatini

Potato and Vegetable

Poached Pear with Raspberry Sauce and Mascarpone
Tea/Coffee

BYOB (Wine Glasses Provided)

Cabaret Concert Performed by Frank Mastrone and 
Special Guest Jessie Janet Richards McGarty

Frank and Jessie have performed on Broadway, nationally and internationally. 
Frank is coming back to Oronoque following a standing ovation at our 40th Gala Event

Semi-Formal Attire (Jackets Required)
 

September 18 & 19, 2021
Half past four in the afternoon

Menu &The Gala
To Be Held At Oronoque Village More...

OV
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Frank Mastrone grew up in Monroe, CT and earned a 
BFA from Central CT State University. He began 
singing professionally at JP’s Good Time Emporium in 
Hartford as a “Singing Waiter.” (really…) 

 A few years after moving to NY (and becoming a heck 
of a waiter) Frank was asked to join the first national 
tour of CATS, traveling from San Francisco to Boston. 
Two years later he was the last person hired for the 
original cast of THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA, making 
his Broadway debut in what would turn out to be the 
longest running show in Broadway history.  

Frank soon took to the road again in the role of Jean 
Val Jean in Les Miserables, eventually joining the NY 
Company. Off-Broadway was next with TAPESTRY: The 
Music of Carol King; but the show was short lived and 
Frank joined a tour of the pop-opera EVITA, as the 
Tango singer Augustine Magaldi, performing in sixty 
one cities in forty-nine weeks!  Frank again landed in 
New York in BIG: The Musical, based on the hit film. 
Then, JEKYLL & HYDE for a nearly four year run and 
the chance to understudy and perform the title role 
dozens of times!  

 

Other Broadway performances include SATURDAY 
NIGHT FEVER, CATS, and then another six year run in 
PHANTOM. 

Frank has performed in London where he made his 
Royal Albert Hall debut in the concert version of the 
Benny Annderson/Blorn Ulvaeus (the ABBA guys) 
musical KRISTINA (live CD available on DECCA). 
. Other concert appearances include SOUTH PACIFIC 
(Great Performances) and SHOWBOAT at Carnegie 
Hall, CAMELOT with the NY Philharmonic (Live from 
Lincoln Center), The Ballroom, Sam’s, The Sands 
Hotel (Atlantic City), and with the Wallingford 
Symphony Orchestra.  

Frank Mastrone
This wonderful 

Broadway 
singer & actor will 

entertain 
at the Gala

“From Rodgers
and Hammerstein 
to Dear Evan Hansen, from 
Sinatra to Adele, Frank just loves 
making music! "

Our Premier
PerformerIntroducing

Special Guest 
Jessie Janet Richards McGarty

Jessie performed on Broadway with Frank 
and has numerous theater credits both 

nationally and internationally. 

One fascinating experience was touring in the hit show 
MAMMA MIA from coast to coast for over a year “in a 
mini-van with his wife and infant triplet daughters!”  

OV
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BUSINESS/MAINTENANCE OFFICES 
WILL BE CLOSED ON JULY 5 

        The Business & Maintenance offices will be closed on 
Monday, July 5, in honor of the Independence Day holiday. 
 

DROP-IN BRIDGE ON MONDAYS 

        Drop-in Bridge takes place on Mondays from 4-6 p.m. in 
the lounge of the North Clubhouse.  All levels of bridge play-
ers are encouraged to attend; no need to bring a partner. 
There is no fee to participate. However, you may bring a light 
bite to eat from 6-7 p.m. when there is time to chat and get 
to know the other players.  For information, please contact 
Wendy Swain at 203 -386-9125.   

 

FUNSEEKERS BOARD VACANCY 

        Funseekers is seeking someone to fill the secretary posi-
tion on its board of directors. Responsibilities are as follows: 
record minutes from monthly board meetings and distribute 
to members; mail out letters to Funseekers in December re-
garding payment of annual dues; mail out welcome letters 
to new Oronoque residents, inviting them to attend Funseek-
ers meetings.  If you are interested in applying for  this posi-
tion, please call/text Lucy Clifford, 203-644-7710. 
 

TRIAL YOGA CLASS OFFERED  

TO ALL ON JULY 8 AT NCB 

        Enjoy a free introductory yoga class on Thursday, July 8,  
at 10 a.m. at NCB. Experience the time on the mat, in a chair 
or a combination of both. Thursday classes running 45-60 
minutes will be held during July and August at a cost of $12 
per session. Residents are invited to come in to release, relax, 
rejuvenate and refresh.  
        Contact Virginia with any questions or concerns at 203-
257-4734 or 203-870-1554. (Please note the date change; 
this class was originally scheduled to take place on July 1.) 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE DISCUSSIONS 

        “Maintaining a Health Lifestyle’ is a discussion group fo-
cused on exchanging information/ideas/research on what 
keeps us healthy as we age.  Topics vary widely as the group 
talks about such subjects as eating smart, exercise, memory 
and the brain, our body, emotions and stress. 
        If you are interested in joining this group, please call Lucy 
Clifford at 203-644-7710. 
 

SCAM ALERT FROM MILFORD PD 

        The Milford Police Department reports that there have 
been two recent incidents where elderly residents have 
been scammed out of thousands of dollars. 
      Police said the suspect calls the victims and poses as 

an attorney stating that their son/daughter was arrested 
and needs a cash bond. 
      "Please make your friends and relatives aware and ad-

vise them to always call or go to their local police depart-
ment to verify such claims," police said.  
        Reminder: There is no rush to give away cash before 
somehow verifying that such incident occurred. 
      Please share this information with others to help pre-

vent future victims. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 JOHN DIPANNI, Realtor® PAT DELVENTO III, Realtor®
 203.695.7506 Cell 203.305.1995  Cell
	 203.888.1845	O�ce		 203.888.1845	O�ce
	 john.dipanni@cbrealty.com	 pat.delvento@cbrealty.com

276	Oxford	Road
Oxford,	CT	06478

COMPETITIVE RATES • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

SAVE THE DATES: 

        Aug. 10: Funseekers presents Joyce Saltman, hu-
morist,  who will discuss “Sex Vs. Chocolate — And the 
Winner Is?” at 7 p.m. at the South Clubhouse. 
      Joyce, an OV resident and professor emeritus at 

Southern Connecticut State University, has given 
close to 100 presentations annually since 1973 in 
which she introduces participants to the therapeutic 
benefits of laughing at a variety of subjects, including 
themselves!                                                                               
      This new lecture will be on the merits of two of 

our greatest gifts: sex and chocolate. At the end of her 
presentation, attendees will get a vote to decide on 
which is the winner. 

~ 
        Sept. 1: All are invited to attend a Hadassah 
luncheon honoring Carol Tepper at noon on Sept. 1 at 
Misimi Restaurant,  702 Bridgeport Ave. in Shelton. 
The special hibachi menu includes a choice of steak, 
chicken or salmon. 
      The cost is $25 and the event is limited to 30 peo-

ple. Please place checks, made out to Hadassah, in the 
Hadassah box at NCB. For information, call Barbara at 
203 378-7781.
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LIZ KEDAN, Founder
315B Navajo Lane

(203) 581-6813
Email: lkwhiskers@yahoo.com

www.lizwhiskers.comPet Sitting/Dog Walking Service, LLC

RATED FOUR PAWS

• Our staff will gladly visit as many times a day as
needed, or stay in your home with your pets overnight.

• Insured and Bonded

•  References available upon request

Hartley’s AntiquesHartley’s AntiquesHartley’s Antiques   
“40 Years of Serving Connecticut” 

Buy • Consign • Sell • Estates 
 

Furniture, Art, Jewelry, Gold  
Silver, Antiques & Anything Unique  

 
Oronoque Resident  

Larry Hartley 203-887-5833 

Is it time to take some
TITLE 19/MEDICAID

Planning Steps?
ATTORNEY

JAMES M. HUGHES
can help guide you
through the maze!

SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Multiple Elder Law matters
• TITLE 19/MEDICAID PLANNING & Spend Down
• Veteran’s Aid & Attendance Benefits
• Will /Power of Attorney/Health Care Instructions
• Estates/Probate/Real Estate Transactions

Conveniently located in downtown Fairfield
LAW OFFICE OF JAMES M. HUGHES

1432 Post Road • Fairfield, CT
(203) 256-1977

hughes_james@sbcglobal.net
www.fairfieldctelderlaw.com
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TIPS FOR HURRICANE SEASON 

By Mark Rhatigan, Director of Maintenance Operations 

  

The Atlantic hurricane season lasts from June to No-
vember with the peak season from mid-August to late 

October. Tropical Storm Ana’s early appearance on May 
23 is a reminder that it’s always better to prepare earlier, 
rather than later, for what to do when (not if ) a hurricane 
arrives.  
      The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) predicts 13-20 named storms, 6-10 hurricanes and 
3-5 major hurricanes to form this season. An average hur-
ricane season produces 14 named storms, seven hurricanes 
and three major hurricanes.  
      NOAA forecasts a 60 percent chance of an above-nor-

mal hurricane season, a 30 percent chance of a near-normal 
season and a 10 percent chance of a below-normal season.  
      Our area only saw one tropical storm last year, Isaias, 

which arrived the first weekend of August. The storm 
caused limited damage to the region, including downed 
trees and power outages. The last storm that had a signifi-
cant impact was Superstorm Sandy in 2012. 
Getting Prepared for Hurricanes 
      Below is a list of supplies you’ll want to have on hand 

before a hurricane occurs: 
      First-aid kit 
      NOAA Weather Radio 
      Cash (enough to fill up a car with gas if card machines 

are down) 
      Important documents (Social Security card, proof of 

residence, insurance, birth certificates, etc.) 
      Pet supplies: food, leash, crates and immunization 

records. 
      Cell phone charger and/or car charger to keep mobile 

devices charged in case of power outages. 
      State and local officials also recommend having multi-

ple ways to receive emergency alerts, such as social media, 
local news alerts and radio.  
      To register for the Stratford’s Citizen Electronic Notifi-

cation System, visit http://www.townofstratford.com/ 
content/39836/53309/default.aspx 
      For additional resources and tips, visit: www.ready.gov 

and https://hurricanestrong.org                                         OV

MAINTENANCE MATTERS

A photo of a downed tree being cut  a member of the Main-
tenance team following the arrival of Tropical Storm Isaias 
last year.

WHEN SHOULD YOU CALL THE 
OV SECURITY NUMBER? 

 

Oronoque Village has a security phone number 
(203-377-5502) that is manned by a 24-hour-a-day 

answering service. This number is meant for residents 
who experience maintenance-related emergencies, 
such as a water main break, sewage backup or roof 
leak.  
      The security phone number should never  be called 

when you are in need of a first-responder.  
 
It is imperative that you call 911 to report: 

Medical-related emergencies •

Fire or a possible fire •

Suspicious-looking activity in your neighborhood •

Traffic accidents •

Any crime involving bodily assault. •

Domestic violence incidents •

Theft or intentional damage to property •

Bomb, terrorist or hate-bias threats or acts •

Burglary (entering a structure with the intent to •
commit a crime, e.g. theft, damage to property) 

 
        If you have a power outage, please contact United Il-
luminating at  800-722-5584. 
        Gas leaks should be reported to Southern Connecticut 
Gas company at 800-513-8898. 
        Routine police calls should go to 203-385-4100.      OV
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WE ARE YOUR HEATING,  
AIR CONDITIONING AND  

WATER HEATING EXPERTS!  
Give us a call 24/7 for Fast, Same-day Service 

and Honest, Upfront Pricing. 

203-378-4700 

WHY CHOOSE TYLER? 
  • Preferred Pricing for Villagers   
  • BBB Accredited 
   • Angie’s List A Rating 
   • Angie’s List Super Service Award 
 • Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer 
 • 3 Time Carrier President’s Award Winner 
  

Now servicing over 200 of your 
fellow neighbors! 

 

 

 

 

$0 DOWN  
0% INTEREST 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
*with approved credit 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE – 203-378-4700 

ORONOQUE VILLAGE RESIDENTS RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. 

Refer to our website for monthly specials. 

  

ASK ABOUT 
OUR REFERRAL 

PROGRAM 

LIC S1-0391807 • Fully Bonded & Insured. 
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FEATURE

 By Barbara Minoff 
 

Saturday morning, June 5, was a 
beautiful start to a glorious day 

More than 75 residents, along with 
family and friends, came to the 
South Clubhouse to support SAC’s 
Alzheimer Walk.  It was great to see 
so many smiling faces come to-
gether for this worthy event!     
      A big “thank you”  from SAC and the Alzheimer’s As-

sociation to all who participated. Once again, our SAC 
team’s efforts led to a very successful walk, Generous do-
nations came by check, cash and from the ALZ online 
link.   
      We set an exciting new record! We exceeded our ex-

pectations this year by raising $3,945 to benefit the 
Alzheimer's Association, Connecticut Chapter.  All pro-
ceeds go directly to the Alzheimer’s Association’s local 
chapter. 
      We appreciate the contributions of bottled water 

from ShopRite of Shelton, purple bal-
loons from Hansen’s Flowers in Fair-
field, pens from TD Bank in Shelton 
and masks, donated by William Raveis 
Real Estate, provided by Pat Spodick. 
     It was gratifying to have Tori Vig-
orito in attendance, who is  senior 
manager, Walk to End Alzheimer's at 
Alzheimer's Association Connecticut 
Chapter. Tori brought a display of 

Alzheimer’s information along with giveaways and t-
shirts proudly worn by our walkers! 
      Great news:  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s 

approval of aducanumab (Aduhelm™) — the first drug 
to slow the progression of Alzheimer’s — is the begin-
ning of a completely new future for Alzheimer’s treat-
ments. The Alzheimer’s Association expects this will be 
the first of a number of treatments to come.  
      Please look for our SAC Alzheimer’s Association 

fundraising event again next year.                                                        OV

SAC’S 2021 ALZHEIMER WALK IS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT!

item be put on the agenda. A chair of a standing committee 
can also contact the Secretary to make such a request. 
      Residents should contact their District Representative 

if there is a matter they feel needs to come before the 
Board. All requests for items to be put on the agenda are 
considered by the Executive Board during the agenda 
meeting. If, for some reason, the request is not put on the 
agenda, a member of the Executive Board will get back to 
the individual making the request with an explanation. Let 
me say that is a very rare occurrence. The Board does not 
vote on motions unless they are on the agenda per our by-
laws and Robert’s Rules of Order. 
      The Preventative Maintenance Program is a very large 

piece of the OVCA budget and generally not well under-
stood by residents, both old and new.  Now that we are able 
to meet in person, a presentation on this topic is targeted 
for some time in late July or early August.  Fred and Mark 
are putting this together and, when the date is announced, 
I encourage residents to attend. It will be a worthwhile use 
of your time. 
      Some comments about Oronoque Country Club.  Late 

last week the club issued a statement to its members, some 
of whom are Oronoque residents.  The essence of this mes-

sage was that the management of the club was seeking to 
divest itself of OCC.  It was stated that the club remained 
operational for golf only, there is no food or beverage serv-
ice.  According to OCC management, details on the timing 
of the transition are not available, although they anticipate 
that it may happen by the fall. 
      Oronoque residents have previously been informed 

that the Village has been in discussion with OCC manage-
ment about the future of the club and signed a nondisclo-
sure agreement with the club’s management. During the 
past month, OCC has had no dialog with Orononque Vil-
lage. They have not shared their plans nor engaged in fur-
ther discussions. Based on this recently released statement, 
Fred is  attempting to reach out to learn more about how 
they plan to proceed.  
      The 2021-2022 OVCA budget is officially approved. 

New coupons will be mailed to unit owners shortly. 
      Insurance quotes, which are due at this time, have been 

delayed due to a “hack” problem experienced by one of the 
bidders. This is expected to be resolved shortly and the in-
formation will be made available to the Insurance Commit-
tee. Our loss ratios continue to be excellent, in fact, the 
lowest in the last 10 years.                                                      OV

OVCA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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rydershealth.com

Call us today if you or a loved one needs care

In our Nursing & Rehabilitation Center we 
provide Exceptional Caring in a patient-centered
environment. All aspects of care are focused
on meeting each individual's recovery goals.

Visit us at 7003 Main St, Stratford, CT
LordChamberlain.net

203.375.5894

Lord Chamberlain
• Short-Stay
• Post-Acute Care Services
• Therapy Services Provided 7 days a week
• Dementia Special Care
• Long-Term Care



In July, the Artist of the 
Month exhibit will feature 

the premier showing of 
paintings by Jerry Reece. 
     Though Jerry is relatively 
new to the world of applying 
paint to canvas, his creative 
talents are longstanding.  
      "As a child, I was very in-
volved with athletics and I 
loved drawing superheroes 
and professional wrestlers," 

he recalls. "I also used found objects to make everything 
imaginable: slingshots, costumes, kites, toy guns, model 
houses and, my favorite, fire trucks. I made all these things 
from mostly discarded construction materials I collected." 
       Jerry, who was born in Barbados, moved to New York 

when he was 11. His imagination served him well as he  
used his experiences as an outsider in a new country to cre-
ate an entirely fictional world, inhabited by diverse charac-
ters. 

     “When we emigrated 
to the United States, 
my younger brother, 
Roger, and I wrote 
short  stories and cre-
ated superheroes who 
resembled our friends 
in the New Rochelle 
neighborhood where 
we grew up,” he says. “It 
was truly the begin-
ning of our assimilation 
into American society.  
      “We grew up in a 
multicultural commu-
nity that was teeming 
with diversity,” he con-
tinues. “It was through 

that lens that my brother and I realized we were creating 
characters to fill a niche. As much as we loved sci-fi and su-
perheroes, there weren’t many who looked like us. I think 
it’s natural for people to create art in their likeness and 
that’s exactly what we did.” 
      The end result is that Jerry and Roger built the founda-

tion for their now-published book series, titled “Ascended,” 
which features the Slade brothers, three young African-
Americans with  superhuman talents. The trio of young su-
perheros battle a nefarious underground society along 
with a team of multicultural characters.  
      Critics praised the authors for their creative story line, 

the prevalence of ethni-
cally diverse characters 
as well as their use of 
history in developing 
the plot’s timeline. 
      Today, Jerry makes 

his living as a profes-
sional writer. He has 
been a member of the 
Writers Guild Of Amer-
ica since 2012.  His pub-
lished works run the 
gamut with stories that 
are embraced by pre-
teens, teens and adults. 
He also creates charac-
ters and intellectual 
properties for licensing. 
            With this month’s art exhibit, Jerry is pleased to 

share his recent creations. “Around the age of 11, I lost in-
terest in painting and moved on to drawing and creating 
superheroes,” he says. “Strange thing is that I always knew 
at some point -- when I got older and settled -- I’d paint 
again.” 
      Not one to sit idly, Jerry used the year-long pandemic 

as an opportunity to challenge his creativity. “During the 
boring downtime of 2020, I felt it was the right time to re-
visit my inner child and keep the promise made so long 
ago. I created my first piece on June 22 of last year,” he says.  
      Once started, he was unstoppable. During the pan-

demic, he also gave sculpting a try. "This is something I’ve 
never done before and I absolutely love it,” he says. “I joined 
Oronoque Village’s sculpting class. Our instructor, Wendy 
Swain, is so insightful and I’ve learned a lot under her tute-
lage. The concept of creating three-dimensional art from 
clay is a challenge I aim to conquer.”   
      Over the past year, he has painted 30 canvases and cre-

ated five sculptures. His first sculpture was among the 
works on view during the OV Arts Guild’s virtual exhibit, 
“Home Alone, Together,” which aired October 2020 through 
January 2021  on OVTV Channel 591.  
      Jerry and his wife, Avlyn, have been residents of OV for 

the past two years. “We came across a listing for refurbished 
condos in Oronoque Village and decided to take a look,” he 
says.  
      “Our visit here was the last stop in a long day of open-

house tours. It quickly became apparent to us that this was 
it! It fits our needs perfectly; our new home!”                        

 
 

— Written by Carol King 

OV
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH: JERRY REECE
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ORONOQUE 
REAL ESTATE

Cell: (917) 282-4744
monica@monicadalton.com
www.oronoquerealestate.com

Please call to get 
a FREE estimate of 
your condo’s value

      The Stratford Veterans Museum Committee has 
announced that donated or loaned items will be col-
lected every Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon at 5952 
Main S. at Boothe Memorial Park.  
      Veterans also are invited to register at Boothe Park 

on Saturday mornings. “By asking them to register, we 
get their service information, such as branch of serv-
ice, time served and where,” explains Stratford Coun-
cilman Bill O’Brien (9th District). “We also ask for a 
photo, preferably in uniform, for a ‘Wall of Fame’ that 
we are creating.” 
      For additional information or to arrange a pickup 

of items, call Bob Mastroni at 203-362-5675 or email 
Bill O’Brien at billob46@yahoo.com.                            OV

NOTICE FROM THE  
STRATFORD VETERANS MUSEUM

 QUICK CONTACT LIST 

Police, Fire, Medical Emergency.................911 

Routine Police  Call.......................203-385-4100 

Maintenance Emergency.........203-377-5502 

Gas Leak (So.Ct.GasCo.).............800-513-8898 

Elec. Emergency (U.I.).................800-722-5584 

Business Office .............................203-377-5313 

Maintenance Dept......................203-375-8853 

South Clubhouse ........................203-377-5435 

Optimum Service ........................203-336-2225

Don’t forget to visit our  
Facebook Page: 
OV Connections 

 
Note: You must have a Facebook account to 

join the OV Connections Facebook page.
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Farm fresh produce!  Pork and Eggs! Spices! Sauces!
Oils and More! Crafters and Dessert too!

CT Grown, FARM
FRESH food
every MONDAY
afternoon!

Right across the
street you’ll find
an array of
awesome retailers
too!

Paradise Green Center
**  121 Huntington Ave  **

www.ParadiseGreenMarket.com

Parking at Stratford Baptist Church
**  40 Park Street  **

www.facebook.com/ParadiseGreenMarket

DINING IN

STRAWBERRY SPINACH SALAD 

By Judy Waldeyer 

 

This is the best of both worlds. Both strawberries and 
spinach are in season at the same time! Check out a 

local farmers’ market for this special treat. 
 
Prep: 10 mins 
Additional: 1 hr 
Total: 1 hr 10 mins 
Servings: 4 
 
Ingredients 
      2 tablespoons sesame seeds   
      1 tablespoon poppy seeds   
      ½ cup white sugar   
      ½ cup olive oil   
      ¼ cup distilled white vinegar   
      ¼ teaspoon paprika   
      ¼ teaspoon Worcestershire sauce   
      1 tablespoon minced onion   
      10 ounces fresh spinach -- rinsed, dried and torn into 

bite-size pieces   
      1 quart strawberries -- cleaned, hulled and sliced   
      ¼ cup almonds, blanched and slivered   

 

 
 
Directions 
        Step 1: In a medium bowl, whisk together the sesame 
seeds, poppy seeds, sugar, olive oil, vinegar, paprika, 
Worcestershire sauce and onion. Cover, and chill for one 
hour. 
        Step 2: In a large bowl, combine the spinach, strawber-
ries and almonds. Pour dressing over salad, and toss. Re-
frigerate 10 to 15 minutes before serving.                          OV

Paradise Green Market 
Mondays, 2-6 p.m., through October 25
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The Boothe Memorial Railway Society (BMRS) holds Sat-
urday open houses through August  from 1-4 p.m. (ex-

cluding July 3). Admission is free.  
      BMRS operates Connecticut’s largest public outdoor 

garden train layout and five  indoor operating train layouts 
from “N”, “HO”, “O”, “S” and “G” scale which are on display for 
the enjoyment of engineers of all ages. 
      The indoor layouts allow for visitor interaction with nu-

merous features. The indoor museum layouts will always 
be operating, yet inclement weather may limit  the opera-
tion of the outdoor trains. 
      The Boothe Memorial Railroad Society is located in 

Boothe Memorial Park at 5800 Main St. 
      Visit http://bmrailways.com for more information. 

~ 

The Milford Arts Council sand sculpture competition 
will take place at Walnut Beach in Milford on Sunday, 

July 18. 
      This year’s event is both on-site and virtual. Participants 

are invited to  build their most creative sand sculpture on 
the home beach of their choice or come to Walnut Beach. 
      For full details, visit https://milfordarts.org/sand-sculpt-

21-p 
 
 

 

Summer Theater of New Canaan presents “The Honky 
Tonk Angels”  July 16 through Aug 1. This is a hilarious 

story about three gals who follow their dreams to 
Nashville. Hits include: “Stand By Your Man,” “9 to 5,”  “I Will 
Always Love You,” “These Boots Are Made for Walking” and 
“Coal Miner’s Daughter.”  Over 30 country classics will be 
performed. Performances take place under a tent at 56 
South Ave. in New Canaan. 

      
For information, email Boxoffice@stonc.org or call 

203-966-4634.                                                                         OV

Patterson & Associates  
Real Estate, Top Selling Agent  
Specializing in Oronoque Village

PATTERSON
&

A S S O C I AT E S
R E A L  E S TAT E

Rich Patterson, 
U.S. Marine Corps  
Veteran   
SEMPER FI

Call my cell number anytime.

203-257-2288

Whether you are buying or selling,  
Patterson & Associates is a full service  
brokerage with the flexibility to suit your  
specific needs. Over 29 years of experience with in 
depth knowledge of Stratford and  

Oronoque Village.  

Cash buyers available for quick sales.

      Volunteers help cover SCB Mondays through Fri-
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
      This is a great way to help out while working with 

a wonderful team of resident volunteers. 
      There are substitute monitors for any time  that you 

cannot make it in on your scheduled day.  
      Basic  tasks include: 
      Greeting guest and visitors while in the reception 

office. 

       Taking a  brief walk through the building to ensure 
that all is secure. 
      Monitoring camera displays of the building. 
      If you would like to help keep our community costs 

down by volunteering once a week or help out as a 
substitute monitor when needed, please contact  Kathy 
Lukens at wklukens@comcast.net or 203-612-6685.          
                                                                                                      OV

WANTED: VOLUNTEER MONITORS AND SUBSTITUTES

BEYOND THE VILLAGE

Milford Arts Council annual sand sculpture competition re-
turns to Walnut Beach on Sunday, July 18.
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FEATURE

BLACK BEAR DO'S AND DON'TS 

Black bears are becoming increasingly common in Con-
necticut as the population continues to grow and ex-

pand. Reports of bear sightings, even in heavily populated 
residential areas, have been on the rise. The Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) Wildlife Division has also seen an increase in the 
number of reported problems with black bears.  

      
The primary contributing factor to bear nuisance 

problems is the presence of easily accessible food sources 
near homes and businesses. Fed bears can become habit-
uated and lose their fear of humans. Bears should never 
be fed, either intentionally or accidentally.  

      
Connecticut residents should take the following sim-

ple steps to avoid conflicts and problems with black bears: 
 

BEARS NEAR YOUR HOME 

      Bears are attracted to garbage, pet food, compost piles, 
fruit trees and birdfeeders. 
      Do remove birdfeeders and bird food from late March 

through November. 
      Do eliminate food attractants by placing garbage cans 

inside a garage or shed. Add ammonia to trash to make it 
unpalatable. 
      Do clean and store grills in a garage or shed after use. 

(Propane cylinders should be stored outside.) 
      Don’t feed bears. Bears that become accustomed to 

finding food near your home may become "problem" 
bears. 
      Don’t approach or try to get closer to a bear to get a 

photo or video. 
      Don’t leave pet food outside overnight. 
      Don’t add meat or sweets to a compost pile. 
      Don’t store leftover bird seed or recyclables on a porch 

or screened sunroom as bears can smell these items and 
will rip screens to get at them. 
       

BEARS SEEN WHEN HIKING 

      Bears in natural settings normally leave an area once 
they have sensed a human. If you see a bear, enjoy it from 
a distance. Aggression by bears towards humans is excep-
tionally rare. 
      Do make your presence known by making noise while 

hiking. Hike in groups. If you see a bear, make noise and 
wave your arms so the bear is aware of your presence. 
      Do keep dogs on a short leash and under control. A 

roaming dog might be perceived as a threat to a bear or its 
cubs. 
      Do back away slowly if you surprise a bear nearby. 

      Don’t approach or try to get close to a bear to get a 
photo or video. 
      Don’t run or climb a tree. If possible, wait in a vehicle 

or building until the bear leaves the area. 
      Do  be offensive if the bear approaches you. Make more 

noise, wave your arms, and throw objects at the bear. Black 
bears rarely attack humans. If you are attacked, do not play 
dead. Fight back with anything available. 
 

WHEN BEARS COME TO VISIT 

      If a bear is seen in your town or neighborhood, leave it 
alone. In most situations, if left alone and given an avenue 
for escape, the bear will usually wander back into more se-
cluded areas. Keep dogs under control. Stay away from the 
bear and advise others to do the same. 
      Often a bear will climb a tree to avoid people. A crowd 

of bystanders will only stress the bear and also add the risk 
that the bear will be chased into traffic or the crowd of peo-
ple. 
      If a bear is in a densely populated area, contact the 

DEEP Wildlife Division (860-424-3011, Monday-Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.) or DEEP Dispatch (860-424-3333, 24 hours) 
to report the sighting and obtain advice.  
      The mere presence of a bear does not necessitate its 

removal. However, the department may attempt to remove 
bears from urban locations when there is little likelihood 
that they will leave on their own and when they are in po-
sitions where darting is feasible.  
      The department attempts to monitor bear activity in 

developed areas in coordination with local public safety of-
ficials. Coordination and cooperation with officials on the 
scene and local police officials is a key, critical ingredient in 
educating the public and assuring a safe, desirable out-
come in such a situation.                                                          
 
 

OV
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We make
Family Dentistry

Per�al
*Discount applies to New Patients only

**Cleaning not included

Call us today at (203) 375-1932
865 River Road Shelton, CT 06484

www.rabinefamilydentistry.com

SEE WHY WE’RE THE  Benchmark.

Schedule an Assisted Living or Mind & Memory Care
tour today or visit BenchmarkAtSplitRock.com

708A Bridgeport Avenue, Shelton I 203.463.5576

Providing decades of compassionate 
care, built on trust and o昀ering  
peace of mind. We value that trust  
and will always work to earn it.

“My dad had a condo at Oronoque Village but became widowed 
and needed additional support. Split Rock immediately felt like 
home and our dad made many friends and participated in many 
activities. We felt blessed that Split Rock kept our dad safe and 
healthy.” -Daughter of Split Rock Resident

SEE HOW WE LIVE UP TO OUR NAME
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The Opening Reception of the Galerie OV Summer Exhibit 

 

“Water Water Everywhere” 

 

will take place on Sunday, July 11, at 4 p.m. in the SCB Lounge 

 

All are invited to come, meet the artists, hear the inspiration behind their art 
works and re-connect with your OV friends. This event is is free of charge.   

 

Light refreshments will be served.  

 
 
 

 
The OV Book Club will meet on Wednesday,  

July 7, at 7 p.m. in the NCB Board Room 
To discuss The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyes 

 
      Based on a true story rooted in America’s past, 
“The Giver of Stars” is described as “unparalleled in 
its scope and epic in its storytelling. Funny, heart-
breaking, enthralling, it is destined to become a mod-
ern classic-- a richly rewarding novel of women’s 
friendship, of true love, and of what happens when 
we reach beyond our grasp for the great beyond.  
      “What happens to them -- and to the men they 
love - -becomes an unforgettable drama of loyalty, 
justice, humanity, and passion. These heroic women 
refuse to be cowed by men or by convention. And 
though they face all kinds of dangers in a landscape 
that is at times breathtakingly beautiful, at others bru-
tal, they’re committed to their job: bringing books to 
people who have never had any, arming them with 
facts that will change their lives.” 
      For information, email bahinb@yahoo.com

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Bingo — presented by the OV Men’s Club — 
resumes at SCB on the third Thursday of 
each month (excluding December). 
 
Games are open to all and refreshments will 
be served.  
 
The cost is $2.50 per card.  
 
Questions? Call Sandy Lunt at 203-377-5833 
or Jerry Brown at 203-378-7781.

BINGO RETURNS TO SCB AT  
6:30 P.M. ON THURSDAY, JULY 15
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The Movie Club Presents  

Judy

 
Fri,, July 9, at 7 p.m. at NCB 

 
Wed., July 14, at 2 p.m.  at SCB 

 
$1 admission includes popcorn

      Winter 1968: Showbiz legend Judy Garland (Renée Zellweger in an Academy Award-winning performance) 
arrives in swinging London to perform in a sell-out run at The Talk of the Town.  
      It is 30 years since she shot to global stardom in The Wizard of Oz but if her voice has weakened, its dramatic 
intensity has only grown.                                                    
      As she prepares for the show, battles with management, charms musicians, and reminisces with friends and 
adoring fans, her wit and warmth shine through.  Even her dreams of romance seem undimmed as she embarks 
on a courtship with Mickey Deans (Finn Wittrock), her soon-to-be fifth husband. 
      And yet Judy is fragile.  After working for 45 of her 47 years, she is exhausted; haunted by memories of a 
childhood lost to Hollywood; gripped by a desire to be back home with her kids.  Will she have the strength to 
go on?

The Movie Club was founded  by Len Learner and is sponsored by Marcia Klein and innumerable volunteers. 
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OV Karaoke Club 
   

  No fees or dues, No commitments, Just fun! 
 

Join us for Karaoke on Friday, July 16, in the  
South Clubhouse Auditorium from 6:30-9pm. 

 
Come sing or just listen to your friends and neighbors  

showing off their talents. 
 

A good time is guaranteed for all.  
 

This is a monthly event ... BYOB, food, and refreshments! 

             
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 No fees, dues, commitment.  Just fun! 
 

Join us for our Saturday Night Dance Party on Saturday, July 3,  
in the South Clubhouse Auditorium from 7-9pm. 

This monthly dance party is your chance to show off your moves 
while getting some great exercise!  A variety of dance music will be 

played from the ’40s to today. 
 

BYOB, food and refreshments! 
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HOME SWEET ORGANIZED HOME!
Enjoy more access to your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

Alex Modica, local owner

Oronoque Village
References Available

Schedule your FREE 
design consultation:

(888) 267-1794
shelfgenie.com/connecticut

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase  
5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. CT: HIC 624564

LIC # CT0624564 | WC22211-H09 | 
Yonkers 5015 

Rockland H12089-04-00 | PC 6564



DO YOU KNOW THE SECRETS TO 
LIVING YOUR BEST SENIOR LIFE?

SPRING VILLAGE AT STRATFORD DOES...

Friends & Fun
No worries, we provide...
•  24/7 Caregivers
•  Dependable Individual Care Plans
•  Restaurant Style Dining
•  Housekeeping & Laundry Services
•  Affordable Rates

We enhance the quality of life 
for the residents we serve.

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

SHORT TERM & RESPITE STAYS

SCHEDULE A TOUR 
(203) 380-0006

6911 MAIN STREET• STRATFORD, CT 06614

 The Oronoque community is our sanctuary. It is our home. 
Our friends are here. Our memories are here. 

As the world around us changes and challenges us, 
Caregiver’s Home Solutions can bring you peace of mind.  

When illness, injury or age make home life more difficult,   
our family owned and operated caregiving agency can        

help keep you safe and independent in your own home.       
The way it should be. Always.                            

Proudly owned by an OV resident, our agency has been 
honored to serve the Oronoque community for over 14 years. 

Call us today for a no-obligation in-home assessment.         
It would be our pleasure to show you how we can            

help with a care plan that meets your individual needs     
while maintaining your sense of dignity and independence.  

203-870-9850  Be e Safafe.e. Be e Welell. Be Be HHomome. .     

+ Special discount for OV residents + 


