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Now safely providing our full range services, consultation
and representation to Oronoque Village residents

Call (203) 380-1743 or email oronoque@charleskurmay.com

• Probate & Estate Planning

• Elder Law

• Personal Injury

• 80 years of combined experience
Attorney Chuck Kurmay, with  

Probate Judge F. Paul Kurmay (ret.), 
 Of Counsel ot the Firm
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As local market experts, backed by a 
global network, and over 25 years of 

experience we have the resources and 
knowledge for all your real estate needs. 

SPECIALIZING IN  
ORONOQUE VILLAGE

Lisa Glazer
Chairman’s Circle Gold Winner

Top 2% Nationally
(203) 305-4092

lisaglazer@bhhsNE.com

Scott Glazer
(203) 305-9752

scottglazer@bhhsne.com
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OV GOVERNANCE: 
A NEWCOMER’S 'CLIFFS NOTES’ 
By Tom Fuchs, Communications Committee 
 

Did you know that it takes a vil-
lage to run a village? Being a rel-

ative newbie here in Oronoque, I have 
not yet been able to commit to mem-
ory all the OVCA By-Laws, Declara-
tions, Rules and Regulations, 
especially as they relate to the OVCA 
district elections taking place this 
month. (Heck, I have barely learned to 
spell Oronoke).   

      
But now, I can humbly share my Cliffs Notes version of 

these documents with hopes of saving my interested new-
bie friends and neighbors the time needed to plow 
through more than 50 pages of information.   

      
Did you know that there are over 175 elected and vol-

unteer positions in OV? You may already know that each 
of our 11 districts is comprised of a district rep, mainte-
nance rep, social activities rep and nominator. Each of 
these positions has an alternate rep. Add to that a secretary 
and treasurer for each district. That’s 110 elected volun-
teers in our districts alone!  
      Then -- when you add in the standing committees, ex-

ecutive board, Tax District folks and the Compliance Com-
mittee -- more than an additional 60 volunteers are 
needed.  This all suggests that about one in every seven 
residents is needed to help run this place! 
      Since the district elections are upon us in the next few 

weeks, here are my Cliffs Notes regarding these positions: 
 
 

District Positions and Responsibilities 
        District Reps (DR) - chair district meetings and are re-
sponsible for representing the district as a voting member 
at the monthly Board meetings. Elected every two years, 
they hold three meetings per year to keep their residents 
informed and to solicit feedback. An alternate DR is also 
elected to fill in for a DR when absent from his/her duties 
        Maintenance Rep – responsible for interfacing with 
the Village’s director of maintenance operations, executive 
director and the 10 other district Maintenance Reps each 
month. Acts as a liaison between unit owners and the 
Maintenance Department on open service requests. They 
serve one-year terms along with an alternate rep.  
        Social Activities Committee (SAC) Rep – a member 
of the Social Activities Committee, along with the 10 other 
SAC reps. Plans and executes social events for the residents 
throughout the year. They also serve along with an Alter-
nate Rep. One year term. 
        Nominator - serves on the Tax District Nominating 
Committee. An Alternate Nominator serves when the 
Nominator is absent or unable to act. One-year term. 
        The District Treasurer administers funds collected by 
the District while the District Secretary records proceed-
ings and coordinates the District elections. Both are one-
year terms. 
      In conclusion, managing the financial, social and ad-

ministrative responsibilities at OV does require a village of 
willing and able residents to participate in moving the Vil-
lage forward. 
      Now that I’ve saved you time by not having to read 50-

plus pages of governing documents, perhaps you can find 
the time to join me in volunteering for a district position?  
      Then we can help make the everyday decisions 

needed to make this Village all that it can be.  After all, it 
does take a village to run a village, especially Oronoque Vil-
lage.                                                                                                   OV
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FEATURE

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE OVCA BOARD:  
NEW RESTRICTIONS ARE IN PLACE AT BOTH CLUBHOUSES 

        During a special board meeting held on Sept, 8, a motion was approved to keep the North and South 
Clubhouses open with the following restrictions: 

 Limit capacity to 75 ▪
 No food or beverage ▪

 Masks must be worn at all times ▪
 Clubs using the Clubhouses require proof of vaccination be presented to participate in the event ▪

 Open to residents only, except entertainers and guest speakers ▪
 
These restrictions began Sept. 9 and will continue until the day after the Oct. 19 OVCA meeting (unless the 
Board votes to continue them).   
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND A BENCH 
By Kees Adema, Compliance Committee Chairman 
 

The Compliance Committee regularly re-
ceives complaints, both written and 

verbal, about issues that residents should 
be able to resolve between themselves. Of 
course, it is easier to submit an anonymous 
gripe and let someone else handle it.  
     In my view, many disagreements would 

not even come up if neighbors had 
tried to get to know each other bet-
ter. Early social interaction pre-
cludes conflict. I can only address 
my own neck of the woods, 
Agawam, South Trail, Boxelder, Bay-
field, Apache and adjacent areas. It 
is almost a little village within a vil-
lage and most people know their 
neighbors.   
      Earlier this summer, Boxelder 

residents welcomed new neigh-
bors by holding a get-to-know-you 
party with a delicious spread in a glo-
rious setting next to the pond. Several newcomers sub-
sequently joined the Tennis Club and other groups and 
have integrated into the community faster than you can 
recite the alphabet. On Bayfield, residents have thrown 
block parties that are the talk of the Village. New arrivals 
have become popular in no time.  
      And then there is the bench. A few years ago, a bench 

found a permanent spot on the corner of Agawam and 
South Trail, paid for by residents living in the area. It has 
become the equivalent of the well in town squares of 
yore, where people gathered to exchange the latest gos-
sip.  

      There is, actually, a need for a second bench on the 
opposite corner for residents who cannot find a place on 
the first one. Having received approval from the Architec-
tural Committee to install a bench, a collection was held 
in the neighborhood to finance it. I can report that a new 
bench will soon occupy a shady spot across the street 
from its kin. Contrary to rumor, the bench on the left is 
not for liberals only, nor is the one on the right reserved 
for conservatives. A bench is neutral and ecumenical.   
      Yours truly, despite his penchant for frugality, partic-

ipated in the funding. The level of my financial contribu-
tion did not qualify for one of those 

patina-enriched bronze plaques with 
the donor’s name. Nevertheless, I held 
out some hope for permanent recogni-
tion of my infrequent generosity. Initials 
on one of the new bench’s front legs 
maybe. Then, as I realized trespassing 
dogs might not show the proper defer-
ence, I thought better of it. Just think of 
me next time you see the bench when 
you round the corner. A slight nod of 
the head will do.   
     Seriously. Why am I writing about a 

simple bench? Because it is a symbol. A 
symbol of a neighborhood joining in a project, hand in 
hand. And that is precisely the point. Maybe there are 
plans of a similar nature going on elsewhere in Oronoque 
Village. I hope so.  
      Joining forces in projects, no matter how small, cre-

ates a positive climate to resolve issues between neigh-
bors through cooperation and avoiding confrontation.  
      Our level of involvement in the community is a 

“benchmark” by which we can all be judged.                   OV

COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Jeanette “Jackie” Caron
REALTOR

860-575-7000
jeanette.caron@cbrealty.com

 2 Corporate Drive
Trumbull, CT 06611

Call me to “Revitalize” 
your condo & sell for more!



DISTRICT 3 MEETING 
      Dstrict 3 will hold a meeting at the South Clubhouse on 

Sept. 29 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
CALL FOR ART FOR FALL SHOW 

The theme for the fall Galerie 
OV show is “Transitions - From 
Autumn to Winter and Beyond.” 

This could be a seasonal transition 
showing autumn colors, birds flying 

south for the winter, a first snowfall or, in a broader sense, a 
transition in life. Let your imagination run wild. It’s all about 
being creative with the theme. All mediums and styles are 
welcome. Preference will be given to artists whose works 
were withdrawn from the summer show due to space limi-
tations. 
      Bring your artwork to SCB on Friday, Oct. 1, 10 -11 a.m. 

All work must be securely wired across the back to hang on 
our system. For everyone’s protection, we ask that you wear 
a mask when delivering your artwork.  
      This show will run from Oct. 1 to Dec. 31. The opening 

reception is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 10, at 4 p.m. The 
COVID-19 virus situation at that time will determine 
whether or not we can hold this event. 
      Questions? Contact Barbara Stewart at barbsmt 

@yahoo.com or 203-612-1373. 
 

TABLE TENNIS, ANYONE? 
      The Table Tennis Club has not met 

since the clubhouses were closed in early 
2020. Now that our clubhouses have re-
opened, the club is seeking new mem-
bers. Once organizers know how many 
residents are interested in playing and their 
skill levels, a time and date will be established for play. In 
addition, club members at similar skill levels are encour-
aged to play on their own. Play will take place on the sec-
ond floor of the South Clubhouse. There are two tables 
available for residents’ use. 
      No matter what your skill level, please email Wayne Cot-

ter (wcotter999@gmail.com) if you are interested in joining 
or have any questions.  
      Table tennis is a fun way to stay in shape and meet new 

people and, unlike outdoor tennis, you can play all year! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
NOTES FROM THE 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
 
RESIDENT SURVEY IS INSERTED IN THIS MAGAZINE 
      Inserted in this issue of The Villager, we have in-

cluded an anonymous survey to help us better under-
stand our demographics and to 
improve our overall communi-
cation. We also want to know 
some of your wants and needs 
as well as your opinions and concerns.   
      Your input is very important. We want to hear 

from you! Please complete the survey (one survey per 
unit) and deliver it no later than Oct. 8 to the dropbox 
outside of the North Clubhouse.   
 
 
OV ARCHIVES 
        What better way to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of Oronoque Village than to contribute some of your 
memorabilia to our soon-to-open archives? 
        Enjoy our history – in articles and photographs;  
view early publications and flyers of events.   
        Questions? Call Sandy Lunt: 203-377-5833, Dee 
Varholak: 203-375-3400, Tina Vermette: 203-243-9166 
or Mary von Ziegesar 203-767-9760 or email 
MvonZ@optonline.net. 
 
 
OV WEBSITES 

Great news: The new Oronoque Village websites are 
going to be rolled out and available to you within the 
next couple of weeks. Updates on both the Orono-
queVillage.com public site and resident-only sites are 
complete.   

The residents-only business site, The FrontSteps 
Portal, is ready as well. We will be emailing invitations 
to participate in demonstrations of the new sites. We 
also will send you a manual to help guide you.  

Please look for future notices and join us to learn 
about the updates.   

Note: If you are not receiving emails/alerts from the 
office, please contact Linda Arvers at 203-377-5313, ext. 
1, or email LArvers@oronoquevillage.com. 
                                                                                                               

 
--T he Communications Committee 

Mary W. von Ziegesar, chair
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Don’t forget to visit our  
Facebook Page: 
OV Connections 

 
Note: You must have a Facebook  
account to join OV Connections. 

Flower Arrangements for All Occasions
Magda Bennett, Proprietor

magda@mbfloral.com / 203-820-8151
www.mbfloral.com

 QUICK CONTACT LIST 

Police, Fire, Medical Emergency.................911 

Routine Police  Call.....................203-385-4100 

Maintenance Emergency.........203-377-5502 

Gas Leak (So.Ct.GasCo.).............800-513-8898 

Elec. Emergency (U.I.).................800-722-5584 

Business Office .............................203-377-5313 

Maintenance Dept......................203-375-8853 

South Clubhouse ........................203-377-5435 

Optimum Cable Service ...........203-336-2225

JULIE LUMENTO , REALTOR
Realty ONE Group Connect, LLC

401 Monroe Turnpike
Monroe, CT 06468

203 383-0794
Jlument10@gmail.com

As licensed Realtors and Zillow Premier Agents, you have an advantage because Zillow sends their Stratford callers to
us. We are passionate about helping our clients get the best possible deals. We have bought and sold in Oronoque so we are
very familiar with the Village and pricing.

MELISSA STEEVES, REALTOR
Realty ONE Group Connect, LLC  

401 Monroe Turnpike
Monroe, CT  06468

203 520-1364  
msteeves111@gmail.com

CALL US when you’re ready to sell!
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EDITOR’S NOTE: To ensure accuracy, information submit-
ted to The Villager must be sent via email, to Carol King at  
cking@oronoquevillage.com. (Submissions must be typed, 
in upper and lower case.)  
 
The deadline to be included in the next issue of The Villager, 
on  Oct. 1 2021, is Sept. 20 at noon. Deadline information 
for all upcoming issues of The  Villager can be found on the 
home page of the Oronoque Village website, www. 
oronoquevillage.com 
 
BOCCE 
 Bocce is played on Thursdays, weather permitting, at  •

10 a.m. at NCB.  

 
CURRENT EVENTS 
 The  Current Events Discussion Group meets in SCB Card •

Room 1 at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays Sept. 22, Oct. 6 and 20, 
Nov. 3 and 17 and Dec. 1. 
 

DOLLCRAFTERS 
 Dollcrafters meets at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays in the NCB Library. •

 

DROP-IN BRIDGE 
 Drop-in Bridge takes place on Mondays from 6:30-8:30 •

p.m. in the NCB Lounge. All levels of bridge players are en-
couraged to attend; no need to bring a partner. There is no 
fee to participate.  For information, please contact Wendy 
Swain at 203-386-9125. Proof of vaccination required. 

 
LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
The Ladies Bible study requires vaccination for indoor •

meetings, which takes place on the second and fourth Fri-
days of each month, beginning Sept. 10 at 10:30 a.m. in 
the NCB Library. Online bible study is offered on the first 

and third Fridays of the month, beginning on Sept. 17. 
Questions? Call Carolyn Charnin at 203-269-9151 or Tina 
Vermette at 203-375-0291. 

 
LOW-IMPACT EXERCISE CLASS 
 Low-impact exercise classes, taught by Renee Zinn, are held  •

at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays and Fridays at  NCB. Bring weights 
and water. Proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

 
MAINTAINING A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 
  Healthy Lifestyle Discussion Group meets in the SCB Back •

Card Room at 10 a.m. on the following Tuesdays: Sept. 28, Oct. 
26 and Nov. 30. Please bring information and be prepared to 
participate in discussions. 

 
QUILTING GROUP 
 Village quilters meet at the NCB Card Room on the first and •

third Thursdays of each month from 10 a.m. to noon. 

 
TEA, TALK & CRAFTS 

 Tea, Talk, and Crafts meets at 1 p.m. on Thursdays next to •
the kitchen at SCB Annual dues are $10. Questions? Call 
Irene Sanzone at 203-378-2010.  Vaccinated members only.  
Please show proof. 
 

 WRITER’S GROUP 
 The Oronoque Village Writer’s Group (OVWG) is a group of •

writers who enjoy the challenges of writing and of sharing 
their work in a trusted environment. Members commit to at-
tending workshops twice a month in a respectful, supportive 
and professional environment with hopes of expanding their 
writing and publishing horizons. Our members include pub-
lished authors and hobbyists. Our works include essays, 
memoirs, poems, short stories, treatises, humorous tales, 
heart-wrenching histories. The group meets on alternate 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. in the Card Room at SCB.  For information 
about joining, contact Mary von Ziegesar at MvonZ@opton 
line.net or call 203-767-9760. Proof of vaccination required.

ACTIVITIES

Please remember to  
thank our advertisers  

and let them know that you 
saw their ads in The Villager!
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WE ARE YOUR HEATING,  
AIR CONDITIONING AND  

WATER HEATING EXPERTS!  
Give us a call 24/7 for Fast, Same-day Service 

and Honest, Upfront Pricing. 

203-378-4700 

WHY CHOOSE TYLER? 
  • Preferred Pricing for Villagers   
  • BBB Accredited 
   • Angie’s List A Rating 
   • Angie’s List Super Service Award 
 • Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer 
 • 3 Time Carrier President’s Award Winner 
  

Now servicing over 200 of your 
fellow neighbors! 

 

 

 

 

$0 DOWN  
0% INTEREST 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
*with approved credit 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE – 203-378-4700 

ORONOQUE VILLAGE RESIDENTS RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. 

Refer to our website for monthly specials. 

  

ASK ABOUT 
OUR REFERRAL 

PROGRAM 

LIC S1-0391807 • Fully Bonded & Insured. 
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FROM THE COMMUNITY
Compiled by Bruce Pollock, Communications Committee 
If you would like to contribute articles to this section, please contact Bruce at BAP203@yahoo.com or 203-520-3896 or Villager Editor 
Carol King at 203-377-5313, ext. 3, or cking@oronoquevillage.com

THERE’S A PARTY ON THE LINE  
By Robert Macaluso 
 

I was hurrying home lickety-split to help Dad fix the mess 
before Mom saw it. I had heard something about a party 

so I didn’t mind skipping past the candy store when I left 
Kluskys Hardware with a bag of two-penny nails and cans 
of wood filler and varnish. 
      All afternoon I watched men climbing up and down the 

wooden pole and pulling wires into our attic and cellar. Fi-
nally they drilled through the baseboard leaving the hall-
way with little piles of sawdust and a heavy black 
telephone on a wire that could stretch all the way to the 
kitchen and living room. I tried it and really liked the 
springy coil of the headset, the click, click, click of the dial 
and the way it always spun back to the same starting point. 
It had a little round sticker with our number: 1646. which 
meant that someone was calling our house when we heard 
one long and two short rings. We had waited over six 
months until my father, to surprise my mother, agreed to 
get a party line telephone. 
      The sawdust was gone and the varnish was drying 

when my father called Uncle Joe: “Hello, hello! Hey” that 
you, Joe? Yeah it’s me, finally got the new phone. Call me 
back: I want to check the ringer.” Like a miracle, in a few sec-

onds the phone jangled one long and two short rings. 
“Hello, Joe? Who? Eddie Katz? Lady, no Eddie Katz here. No, 
this is not the Moose Club Tavern. Yeah, this is 1646 but no 
Eddie Katz here. Joe! Joe, is that you on the line? What the 
heck is going on?” The party line confusion had begun. 
      Mrs. Katz was a phone hog — a real doozy who had to 

be asked to “clear the line, please.” My father called her an 
“old gasbag” who spent hours “dishing the dirt,” spreading 
the juiciest rumors. There was the school scandal about Mr. 
Snyder, our principal, and some teachers, and the word that 
Stosh Kosnowsky was gonna kill Helmut Deutchmacher,  
who had tried to lure Mrs. Kosnowsky into his butcher mar-
ket refrigerator to show her his meat; poor Mrs. Deutch-
macher just put up with Helmut because he was such a 
good father to their son, Otto. There were tell-all stories of 
love and hate, life and death, suspicions, infidelities, dark 
family secrets, mysterious rashes, successes and failures. I 
listened with my hand over the mouth piece, not breathing 
or laughing, and just clicking the little button when some-
one said “who is on this line?” 
      The phone rested on a little table next to my father’s 

pipe rack and ashtray and a doodad where I could point to 
a letter and it would spring open to all the names and ad-
dresses that matched. It came in handy even after we got 
our own private line.                                                                  
 

OV

TEN SECONDS 
By Jeanette Caron 
  

Recently our U.S. Senate has  begun discussing the 
possibility that UFO’s really exist! 

      Well, I can tell you that they do. Here’s a memory from 
long ago when we walked to and from school every day.  
It was less than a half mile to the elementary and just 
about a mile to the high school. School buses were un-
heard of and I think many of the teachers either walked or 
shared a car. 
      On one particularly warm sunny day, Barbara and I 

were walking home from high school. Euclid Avenue 
dipped downhill for a stretch and as we walked we could 
see over the green leafy tree tops. We were walking east, 
so the sun was directly over our shoulders. The sky was 
clear and blue.   
      At first we were aware of a bright light on the horizon 

to our left and both stopped to see what it was. Then, as 

we stood perfectly still, the spot grew and moved over the 
tree tops. We didn’t speak at first, but with amazement 
and open mouths, witnessed the bright spot become a 
perfectly shaped golden clamshell. Not just gold in color,  
but a gleaming orb that almost blinded us with its bril-
liance. The oval image floated over the highest tree and 
then moved silently to the right and disappeared beyond 
the horizon. I estimate that it was all over in ten seconds 
or less. 
      We both said, “Did you see that?” I don’t remember 

what happened the rest of the day, but I’m pretty sure we 
told our families and never forgot that sight. Barbara got 
married a few years later and moved to Florida, but every 
once in a while, we would have a reunion with friends and 
former classmates. The subject would come up about the 
day we saw the golden clamshell. Barbara passed on sev-
eral years ago and although that day is many decades 
back, I can still remember that brilliant golden sight just 
as clearly as I’m seeing these words.                                    
 

OV
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Patterson & Associates  
Real Estate, Top Selling Agent  
Specializing in Oronoque Village

PATTERSON
&

A S S O C I AT E S
R E A L  E S TAT E

Rich Patterson, 
U.S. Marine Corps  
Veteran   
SEMPER FI

Call my cell number anytime.

203-257-2288

Whether you are buying or selling,  
Patterson & Associates is a full service  
brokerage with the flexibility to suit your  
specific needs. Over 29 years of experience with in 
depth knowledge of Stratford and  

Oronoque Village.  

Cash buyers available for quick sales.

FEATURE
RE-JOYCE WITH JOYCE: 

COMPETENCE 
 

There is no mystery involved when 
women fall in love with tall, dark and 

handsome, financially successful men, par-
ticularly if they are articulate and romantic. 
       Such packages can easily be located in 
fairytales, and all over the "fiction" section 
in the library; chick flicks and novels are 

filled with them!  

      
In real life, however, the combination is very rare, and 

most senior women choose not to embark on any path 
leading to finding a replacement for a deceased husband, 
mostly wanting to avoid finding an older gent who is 
searching for "a nurse or a purse."  

      
For those of us searching for a candidate with whom 

to celebrate the last 20 years of life, however, we have 
been forced to survey the field and make decisions as to 
the most important elements for a long-term partnership, 
and have pretty much abandoned the hunt for "the per-
fect male" (who exists, by the way, only in fantasies). In-
stead, the final list of requirements for some has been 
narrowed down to ambulatory and drives at night. In my 
life, however, given that I am still capable of driving myself 
at any time of the day or night, my list included many less 
common elements, and in Eddie's case, the most out-
standing is “competence.” 
      When I look at my roommate, I see a loving, cuddly, 

chubby fellow with very strong opinions about most 
things, generally quite different from mine. Just to name 
a few, there is politics (the opposite of mine), foods (lover 
of meat and potatoes, while I dislike most meats and love 
veggies, which he will not touch!), pastime preferences 

(he loves playing cards on the computer and bidding at 
estate auctions online, while I hate cards and love shop-
ping for clothing and jewelry in stores, which he abhors), 
socializing (which he will participate in, but is just as 
happy to stay at home and watch TV, while I love a steady 
flow of friends every day and eve), education (he watches 
the History Channel, while I take classes and attend lec-
tures and webinars), communication ("less is always best" 
with Eddie, while I crave discussions on almost every 
issue) and even physical contact (which Eddie always 
thinks should be  “fun,” while I think it should be more ro-
mantic!) 
       Given these disparate styles, what is the glue that 
holds me so tightly? Eddie is one of the most competent 
men I have ever known (with the exception of my idol, 
George, of course!) His many graduate degrees and ca-
reers have given him expertise in subjects as disparate as 
chemistry, engineering and law, with several years of 
teaching experience and service as a park ranger thrown 
in. There is nothing in the house or car that he is not able 
to fix or at least diagnose, and I am truly in awe of his gen-
eral knowledge about almost everything. 
      On a list of significant qualities, Eddie has all the ones 

I never even thought of seeking, which amounts to many 
surprises almost every day. Would I trade some of his com-
petencies for an incompetent romantic? Not anymore! 
                                                                                                         

 
Dr. Joyce Saltman, Southern Connecticut State University pro-
fessor emeritus of special education, is a 2015 recipient of the 
Doug Fletcher Lifetime Achievement Award from the Associ-
ation for the Applied and Therapeutic Humor (AATH). She 
holds four graduate degrees in the fields of special education 
and counseling.

OV

Dr. Joyce 
Saltman
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CALENDAR
Dates, times and locations of events are subject to 
change. To update a Calendar listing, please contact 
Linda Arvers at larvers@oronoquevillage.com 
 
Masks are required to be worn in the North and South 
Clubhouses. For the latest on OV news & events, go to 
www.oronoquevillage.com or OVTV. OVTV is Channel 
591 for those with a cable box and Channel 121-591 for 
those without a box.  
 
RSF= Racquet Sports Facility , (C) = Closed Event 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

10:00 a.m. – Drop-in Sculpture Class, SCB, A/C Rm  •

2:00 p.m. –   Movie Club: Beautiful Day in the Neighbor-•
hood, SCB 

6:00 p.m. –   Gerry’s Poker, SCB •

 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

10:00 a.m. – Quilting Group, NCB  •

10:00 a.m. –  Bocce, NCB   •

10:30 a.m. – Yoga, SCB  •

11:30 a.m. –  Tai Chi, NCB  •

12:00 p.m. – Informal Artists Group, A/C Rm, SCB •

1:00 p.m. – Tea, Talk & Crafts, SCB  •
 
 

 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 17 
10:00 a.m. –  Table Tennis, SCB  •

 10:30 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB  •

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18: No events scheduled 
 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19: No events scheduled 
 
 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

10:30 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB  •

6:30 p.m. – Drop-in Bridge, NCB •
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
10:00 a.m. –  Dollcrafters, NCB •

10:00 a.m. – Zumba, NCB •

6:00 p.m. –   Gerry’s Poker, SCB •

7:00 p.m. –   OVCA Board Meeting, NCB •

 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

10:00 a.m. – Drop-in Sculpture Class, SCB, A/C Rm  •

10:00 a.m. –  Current Events, SCB •

6:00 p.m. –   Gerry’s Poker, SCB •

6:00 p.m. –   District 4 Meeting, SCB •

 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

10:00 a.m. –  Bocce, NCB   •

 
SAC PREPARES FOR SOCK HOP 

               OV residents, get out your dancing shoes. It's time 
for SAC's annual Sock Hop on Oct. 23 

with Jim and Earl Crutchfield, our 
fabulous D.J.s, who will entertain 
us with ‘50s - ‘60's arrangements 
of music to sing and dance to.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

BINGO RESUMES OCTOBER 14 
      The Men’s Club Bingo games are canceled for the 

month of September. 
      Games will resume on Thusday, Oct. 14, at 6:30 p.m. 

at SCB.  

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS!
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10:00 a.m. – Yoga, NCB   •

11:30 a.m. –  Tai Chi, NCB  •

12:00 p.m. – Informal Artists Group, A/C Rm, SCB •

1:00 p.m. – Tea, Talk & Crafts, SCB  •

2:00 p.m. – Writer’s Group, SCB •

5:00 p.m. – District 6 Meeting, SCB •

6:00 p.m. – District 10 Meeting, NCB •
 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 24 
10:00 a.m. –  Table Tennis, SCB  •

 10:30 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB •

  10:30 a.m. – Ladies Bible Study, NCB •

 6:30 p.m. – Karaoke, NCB •
 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 25 
    6:00 p.m. – OVTC Fall Event, NCB (C) •

 
 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 26 
    3:00 p.m. – Pletman Concert, NCB •

 
MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 27 

10:30 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB  •

5:00 p.m. –  District 9 Meeting, NCB (C) •

6:30 p.m. – Drop-in Bridge, NCB  •

 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

10:00 a.m. –  Dollcrafters, NCB •

10:00 a.m. – Zumba, NCB •

10:00 a.m. – Maintaining a Healthy Lifestyle, SCB •

6:00 p.m. –   Gerry’s Poker, SCB •

 
WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 29 

10:00 a.m. – Drop-in Sculpture Class, SCB, A/C Rm  •

6:00 p.m. –   Gerry’s Poker, SCB •

6:30 p.m. – District 3 Mtg, SCB •

7:00 p.m. – District 11 Mtg, NCB •

 •

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
10:00 a.m. –  Bocce, NCB   •

10:00 a.m. – Yoga, NCB   •

11:30 a.m. –  Tai Chi, NCB  •

12:00 p.m. – Informal Artists Group, A/C Rm, SCB •

1:00 p.m. – Tea, Talk & Crafts, SCB  •

4:30 p.m. – District 7 Meeting, NCB •

 •

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 1 
10:00 a.m. –  Table Tennis, SCB  •

10:00 a.m. –  Art Guild Exhibit Installation, SCB •

 10:30 a.m. – Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB •

 5:00 p.m. – SAC’s “It’s 5 O’clock Somewhere,” NCB (out-•
doors) 

Did you know that the OV website has a 
Classified Ad section? 

 
Listings include a request for a travel com-

panion; items for  sale include  a car,  
a men’s Schwinn bicycle, a sofa and  

a recliner. 
 

To see what is  posted, visit  
www.oronoquevillage.com  

and scroll down the under the  
Announcements heading. 

 
For information on posting an ad, | 

contact Carol King at  
203-377-5313, ext. 3,  or  

cking@oronoquevillage.com

OV RESIDENTS ARE INVITED TO  
BALDWIN CENTER REOPENING  
      OV residents are cordially invited to celebrate the 

grand reopening of the Baldwin Center, 1000 W. Main 
St., Stratford. Join Mayor Laura R. Hoydick for “Extreme 
Make-Over: Baldwin Edition” on Wednesday, Sept. 29, 
with ribbon-cutting festivities kicking off at 10 a.m. 
Please call the Baldwin Center at 203-385-4050 to RSVP. 
      In addition to tours, snacks and entertainment, an-

nual membership fees of $5 for Stratford residents and 
$25 for out-of-town friends will be gratefully accepted.  
      For additional information about the Baldwin Cen-

ter, visit www.townofstratford.org/seniorservices.
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By Paul Oestreicher, PhD 
 

“It’s nice to be nice to the 
nice.” That’s what the Frank 
Burns character said during 

an awkward social encounter in a 
1974 episode of M*A*S*H. Even 
though a hypocritical, less-than-
competent TV doctor delivered the 
line nearly 50 years ago, it still 

makes sense. Right? 
      According to "The Hazards of a 'Nice' Company Culture" 

by Timothy R. Clark (in the Harvard Business Review), “nice-
ness hides dysfunction.” The author says, “What’s touted as 
niceness is often nothing more than the veneer of civility.” 
He sees this as a danger to organizations because “in a nice 
culture, there’s pressure to go along to get along,” which 
“can lead to chronic indecisiveness.” 
      Yes, sugarcoating a message can make it incomprehen-

sible. And feeding people a steady diet of feedback sand-
wiches — criticism surrounded by praise — can obliterate 
the message, not just kill the taste of bad news.  
      We’ve all seen it at some point; people want to be liked 

and will do almost anything to avoid conflict. I’ve written 
about this before  —  we shouldn’t seek conflict but we 
need the courage to address it. Clark makes the case that 
niceness squashes “intellectual honesty, candid feedback 

and tough questions.” And if we don’t address issues in a 
timely manner, we create a classic boiling-over situation 
where “people wait until a problem becomes too big to ig-
nore.”  
      The need to modify our behavior  —  not matter how 

you characterize it  —  has never been bigger. We’re in a 
world of neverending political fights and rants by the bil-
lions on social media; it’s a nonstop, global food fight. 
Meanness — provocation and threats emanating from all 
parts and levels of society  — is a real threat to order and 
safety. But if Clark thinks niceness carries its own hazards, 
where do we turn?  
      While some might call it semantic hair-splitting, the an-

swer could be “kindness.” If being nice is conflict avoidance, 
then kindness is the ability to “channel and manage the 
tension.” It’s being frank and forthright while being respect-
ful and courteous. In isolation, niceness misses the chance 
to ensure accountability. Kindness doesn’t have to be 
tough love, though. Compassion and humanity  —  not 
being self-serving and expedient  —  are part of the delin-
eation between the two constructs.  
      I usually find mutual exclusivity to be an irrational 

choice. But let’s consider that it’s nicer to be kind.         
 
Paul Oestreicher is the author of “Camelot, Inc.: Leadership 
and Management Insights from King Arthur and the Round 
Table.” He has been an OV resident since 2018. 

OV

 FEATURES
NICE OR KIND: WHAT’S THE BEST CHOICE?

By Marie Orlowe 
 

The doors at the South Clubhouse opened 
promptly at 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 10. 

      Lucy Clifford presented her opening com-
ments, after which Marie Orlowe introduced 
new Villagers. The treasurer gave his report and 
both John and Lucy offered to meet with any-
one who had questions. 
      Dr. Joyce Saltman, popular resident since her arrival 

in the Village, spoke regarding an interesting topic:  
“Chocolate or Sex.” Dr. Saltman provided some unusual 
information regarding each, such as: a stimulant in 
chocolate could kill you, but only if you consumed 22 
pounds at once. Also, chocolate slows down the aging 
process. Men and women having active lives look 5-7 

years younger than their actual age. A recent study 
stated that men who help with housework tend to have 

more sex. One can’t go wrong opting for 
chocolate or sex or both. Some of each 
would be “utopia.” Go for it. 
    A tally was taken at the end of the 
program – chocolate or sex. We are cu-

rious to learn the results 
     Ann Gallo reported that 54 Funseekers 

attended the Downtown Cabaret Theatre in 
Bridgeport on Aug. 14 to see “Forever Motown,” 

which was just fabulous and brought back so many 
memories. A great evening at this beautiful little the-
ater.                                                                                         OV

FUNSEEKERS MEETING RECAP
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We make
Family Dentistry

Per�al
*Discount applies to New Patients only

**Cleaning not included

Call us today at (203) 375-1932
865 River Road Shelton, CT 06484

www.rabinefamilydentistry.com
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WORK BY THE OV WRITER’S GROUP
HYDRANGEA BLUES 
By Elisabeth Breslav 
 

Imagine my surprise this morning, during a routine in-
spection of the grounds around my unit, when I discover 

one big, bright blue hydrangea blossom at the bottom of 
a plant laden with the usual off-white blooms. I checked. 
It was no fake, very much alive and firmly attached to the 
bush. 
      Consulting my gardening book over break-

fast, I learn that “Hydrangeas change color 
based on the pH level of their soil. The 
more alkaline the soil, the pinker the 
flowers. To make pink hydrangeas 
turn blue (or to keep your blue ones 
from turning pink), increase the 
acidity of soil." One way you can ap-
parently do this is by saving up used 
coffee grinds, combine with crushed 
egg shells and scratch the mix into the 
soil around the roots. 
      My days of scratching the soil are 

way past, so I can’t take credit for what goes 
on among my bushes and I decide to find out what 
has happened to other hydrangeas in the Village. 
Wouldn’t you know? All - or partially - blue blooms are blos-
soming everywhere. So what gives? Heaven forbid! Could 
the cause be an increase in acid rain and should we add 
that fear to our list of concerns? 
      I contacted the Fairfield County office of UCONN Exten-

sion services. One of their Master Gardeners wrote, “Con-
necticut has seen a significant decrease in acid rain since 
the 1980s, largely thanks to the Clean Air Act. It IS possible 
that this could be the result of episodic acidification, which 
happens when there is a downpour.  However, the color of 

your hydrangeas would most likely not be attributed to 
that, as the blooms most likely started before any major 
rainstorm, such as the most recent tropical storm.  It is more 
possible that the people in charge of landscaping at your 
home may have amended the soil to accommodate acid-
loving plants.” 
      What about our drinking water, which we use to water 

our plants? Aquarion answers my question as follows: “We 
do not measure the pH of rainfall. The water you are receiv-

ing has not changed in terms of acidity. The pH of our 
water is around 7.4, which is considered to not be 

basic” (tech-speak for more than 
acceptable acidity). I guess that’s 
good to know for their customers, 

although less reassuring to the 
many people who have wells… 
     The CT Agricultural Experiment 
New Haven Station informs me that 
colors of hydrangea flowers can be 

different among species and cultivars, 
and they also can be affected by soil pH. 
If the flower color on a plant is different 

from that in last year, they suggest asking 
if landscapers applied acidic fertilizers. They 

had no word of acid rain in the state this year.  
      This brings me to our Village Maintenance Department, 

where Liza assures me they have not used a more acid fer-
tilizer recently and are not up on acid rain fall. Perhaps I 
should just take a look at the fine print on those old bags 
of Home Depot garden supply specials I did not want to 
throw out when I moved here. They’ve been sitting on a 
shelf in the garage for years and maybe some its contents 
found their way out. 
      Anyway, these blue hydrangeas are kind of pretty.   OV

The OV Arts Guild Summer Exhibit,   

titled “Water Water Everywhere,”  

is on view at Galerie OV in the South Clubhouse through  

September 30. Don’t forget to vote for your favorite artist.
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MONDAY MATINEES  
AT THE STRATFORD LIBRARY 

      The Stratford Library offers free showings of re-
cently released, popular films on widescreen each 
month in the Lovell Room. Patrons must be masked 
and socially distanced.  Upcoming films include: 
 
A Quiet Place 2, Oct. 11, noon 
      In this sequel to the hit horror thriller from 2019, 

a family must navigate their lives in silence after mys-
terious creatures that hunt by sound threaten their 
survival. Director John Krasinski continues this excit-
ing story as a mom (Emily Blunt) and her teenage chil-
dren learn how to fight and survive the monsters.  
Special for Halloween!  PG-13, 97 minutes. 
 
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Nov. 8, noon 
      Notable as the last feature film of Chadwick Bose-

man (who was Oscar nominated for this role), this film 
adaptation of August Wilson’s celebrated play takes 
place in 1920s Chicago where singer Ma Rainey (the 
great Viola Davis) and her troupe attempt to record a 
new album.  R, 94 minutes. 

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE MOVING
MOVING AND NEED HELP?

Call us today for a FREE 
Phone or Virtual Estimate

We can help you move and settle 
into your new beginnings even during 
these uncertain times.  Whether you 
are moving around the corner or 
across country we are here to help.

STRUGGLING FOR SPACE?  
Full service moving and storage 

solution throughout the U.S.A.
Call us today for a FREE estimate 

with a live and local contact.
195 Christian Street • Oxford, CT 

(203) 881-1687
www.joycevanlines.com
Independently Owned & Operated

ORONOQUE 
REAL ESTATE

Cell: (917) 282-4744
monica@monicadalton.com
www.oronoquerealestate.com

Please call to get 
a FREE estimate of 
your condo’s value
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OV Karaoke Club 
   

No fees or dues 
  No commitments 
  Just fun! 

 
Join us for Karaoke on Friday, 

September 24, in the South 
Clubhouse Auditorium from 6:30-9pm. 
 
Come sing or just listen to your friends and 
neighbors showing off their talents.  A good 
time is guaranteed for all. 
 
Please note – until further notice, only resi-
dents who are vaccinated for the Corona 
virus will be admitted. Please bring proof 
unless you have already previously sup-
plied to us. 
 

 

 
 No fees, dues, commitment. 

Just fun! 
 

Join us for our Saturday Night 
Dance Party on October 16 at  
SCB from 7-9pm. 

 
This monthly dance party is your chance 

to show off your moves while getting 
some great exercise!  A variety of dance 

music will be played from the ’40s to 
today. 

 
 

Until further notice, only residents who 
have been vaccinated for the Covid virus 

will be admitted.  Proof is required un-
less you have done so at a previous 

show with us. 

Call-In Program Is Available  
To Oronoque Residents 

 
If you live alone, you 
might want to consider 
signing up for the Call-In 
Program.  

 
To participate, you need 

to call the South Clubhouse (203-
377-5435) every morning between 9 
a.m. and 10 a.m.  
 
A Volunteer Monitor on duty will 
check on you. That’s all there is to it! 
 
If you are interested in learning more 
about this program, please call Kathy 
Lukens at 203-612-6685.
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The Movie Club Presents  

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 
& 

Knives Out

$1 admission  proof of vaccine required

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood: Sept. 15, 2 p.m., at SCB:  
A troubled journalist for Esquire (Matthew Rhys) is assigned to profile tel-
evision icon Fred Rogers (Tom Hanks). 

Singers Lance Reiser and 
Mat Saidel will get you 
smiling. These guys have 
been singing together for 
many years. Lance is an 
extraordinary basso 
profundo or deep bass. His 
voice is thrilling! Mat, an 
accomplished tenor, is a 
singer/songwriter/pianist. 
Mat and Lance will share 
some of our favorite music 
from the sixties and seven-
ties along with songs from 
Broadway, Billy Joel, James 
Taylor, Elton John and 
originals composed and 
played by Mat. Come join 
the fun; it’s sure to be a great 
show!

Knives Out will be shown Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. at NCB and Oct. 13 at  
2 p.m. at SCB. The circumstances surrounding the death of crime 
novelist Harlan Thrombey (Christopher Plummer) are mysterious, 
but there's one thing that renowned Detective Benoit Blanc (Daniel 
Craig) knows for sure -- everyone in the wildly dysfunctional 
Thrombey family is a suspect. Cast includes Don Johnson, Toni Co-
lette and Jamie Lee Curtis.
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PLETMAN CONCERT SERIES RETURNS  
TO NCB ON SUNDAY, SEPT. 26, 3 P.M. 

Bivolita, A “Bessarabian” Chamber Klezmer Quartet, Will Perform 
 
Bivolita (Bee-vo-lee-tsa) draws its repertoire from the early European 
sources of Jewish instrumental wedding music, but finds contempo-
rary interpretations derived from the diverse musical experiences  
of its members.  
 
Assembled through many years of travel and research, the program 
includes suites that link nearly forgotten ritual melodies—the dobri-
dens, Mazeltovs, scotchnes, and volichs—with more commonly 
known American klezmer repertoire and co-territorial Moldavian 
dance music.  
 
The name of the quartet derives from the bison (“bivol“ or “bivolita”  
in Romanian) on the coat of arms of the principality of Moldova. 

Admission is $5.  
 
Proof of vaccine is  
required to attend. 
 
Masks are required.

 

The House & Garden Club will  

present a program to residents on 

Monday, October 11, at 1:30 p.m.  

at the South Clubhouse. 

 

 

 

Details on the presentation  

will be announced at a later date.



22    •    September 15, 2021

 
 
 
 

 
The OV Book Club will meet on Wednesday,   

Oct. 6, at 7 p.m. in the NCB Library 
To discuss The Girl With Seven Names by Hyeonseo Lee 

 
An extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless and secretive dictatorships – and the story 
of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid capture/repatriation and guide her family to freedom. 
 
Her home on the border with China gave her some exposure to the world beyond the confines of the Hermit King-
dom and, as the famine of the 1990s struck, she began to wonder, question and to realize that she had been brain-
washed her entire life. Given the repression, poverty and starvation she witnessed surely her country could not be, 
as she had been told “the best on the planet”? Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not 
have imagined that it would be twelve years before she was reunited with her family. 
 
The book for Nov. 3 is American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins. This tough, powerful novel is an eye-opener. It 
makes us better understand why someone would give up the home they know and love to survive, and the grit re-
quired to cross that border. It is essential reading for our time. 
 

Proof of vaccination required to attend. For information, email bahinb@yahoo.com

 
JOIN US FOR 

“IT’S 5 O’CLOCK SOMEWHERE” 
ON THE FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH  

OUTSIDE OF NCB AT 5 P.M. 
 

BYOB * RELAX AND MINGLE 
 

BRING SNACKS FOR YOURSELF  
OR  TO SHARE  

 
HOSTED BY SAC. THIS IS AN OUTDOOR EVENT. 

PLEASE BRING A CHAIR! 
 

NEXT EVENT IS OCTOBER 1



Your name_____________________________________________________

and phone number:_____________________________________________

Entree Choice: _________________________________________________
203-522-0771



 The Oronoque community is our sanctuary. It is our home. 
Our friends are here. Our memories are here. 

As the world around us changes and challenges us, 
Caregiver’s Home Solutions can bring you peace of mind.  

When illness, injury or age make home life more difficult,   
our family owned and operated caregiving agency can        

help keep you safe and independent in your own home.       
The way it should be. Always.                            

Proudly owned by an OV resident, our agency has been 
honored to serve the Oronoque community for over 14 years. 

Call us today for a no-obligation in-home assessment.         
It would be our pleasure to show you how we can            

help with a care plan that meets your individual needs     
while maintaining your sense of dignity and independence.  

203-870-9850  Be e Safafe.e. Be e Welell. Be Be HHomome. .     

+ Special discount for OV residents + 

Exclusive Offer for 
Oronoque Village Residents
$150 off any NEW Stairlift Purchase* 
Call  866-342-4821 (toll free) to redeem this offer.
*Includes lifetime warranty on motor and drive train. Offer expires April 30, 2022. CT LIC #425001


