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LAW OFFICES OF

CHARLES KURMAY

* Probate & Estate Planning
* Elder Law

* Personal In]ury Attorney Chuck Kurmay, with

. . Probate Judge F. Paul Kurmay (ret.),
* 80 years of combined experience Of Counsel ot the Firm

Now safely providing our full range services, consultation
and representation to Oronoque Village residents

SHOPRITE OF SHELTON

ShopRite of Shelton « 875 Bridgeport Ave. « Shelton CT. Store #203-225-9224

Transferring a /%) Get
. g . fe. 1
prescription is { &5 g fc;";fs!"'h' S H OTtrday'
with most insurance plans.
S%egwithEyﬁch?i!te Pharmacist Speak with your Pharmacist for more information.

and we’ll take care of the rest. ShopRite Log onto ShOpR'.te'Com or download our
Pharmacy accepts all major prescription plans. Pharmacy App to find a pharmacy near you.

q - Your ShopRite Pharmacy will automatically refill your prescription several
Join the ShoPthe Pharmacy days before your supply runs out. No need to contact your pharmacy for

AutO Reﬁll PROGRAM a prescription refill — your medication will be ready for you to pick up.

S _ *CONVENIENT « FAST & EASY SIGN UP
Never Run Out of Your Medication...Again! « NO NEED TO CALL IN REFILLS

Order Groceries Online at shoprite.com

GhaopRé R‘éfrom)

Save Time and Money... You Click...We Pick! When You're on the Go, Your
-« You get the same variety, Our well-trained personal Order Will Be Ready to Go!
‘[.:e.l promotions, and prices ﬁ shoppers will select the ﬁ Your order will be ready

in-store and online. You freshest meat, produce, for pick up or delivery at

never have to sacrifice seafood and more, just a convenient time for you.
savings for convenience. the way you would.

Pick Up Hours: 7 Days a Week 10am to 8pm Delivery Hours: Mon., Wed.,Thur., Fri. & Sat. « 11am to 7pm
We're all about food. We're all about savings. We're all about you.™ In Store and Online.
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203-870-9850

Owned by an OV Resident

Caregiver's

HOME SOLUTIONS

Serving Oronoque Village residents for 14+ years with
quality, compassionate, dependable, experienced
non-medical in-home care.

Free Consultation + Special Discount for OV Residents
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OVCA Executive

Board Message

our vote is needed on the proposed Community Con-

tribution Fee (CCF).This proposed fee requires an
amendment to the Declaration and is the most important
unit owner vote we've ever held.

By law, it requires that 68% of unit owners approve it.

What is the proposed CCF?

The CCF is a fee of 3.5 times the monthly common
charge that would be assessed on a unit at the time of a
sale. It averages $1,750 per unit. The buyer would be solely
responsible for paying it.

Why do we need a CCF?

The recently completed Reserve Study for our 50+-
year-old community shows that we need to be ready for
the financial challenges of an aging infrastructure during a
period of rapidly rising costs. A buyer’s fee is one way to
help us meet those challenges without burdening the cur-
rent unit owners. Itisimposed by many associations across
the country, including in Connecticut. Assuming the
turnover rate of the last few years, the fee would contribute
approximately $10,000 per month to our community for a
cumulative benefit of $125,000 annually or $600,000 over
five years. We can't afford not to do this.

Why do people oppose the CCF?

A small number have expressed concern that these
funds will be placed into a reserve account that isn't dedi-
cated to one specific type of capital expense. We have re-
ceived almost no feedback opposing a buyer’s fee.

Why wasn't it recommended that the fees col-
lected go into one of the current Capital Reserves?

The funding of each of our Capital Reserves ebbs and
flows over time, depending on need. Decisions are made
at the start of each budget cycle about how much funding

should be contributed to each. We don't have that ability
with the CCF because whatever we collect must be de-
posited in the fund identified in the Declaration.

The advice from the engineering firm that prepared the
Reserve Study and from our own legal counsel was to avoid
narrowly defining the reserve it goes into because that
would limit the application of those funds in fulfilling the
needs of our community.

By a vote of 11-3, the OVCA Board decided to follow
the guidance of those experts. By declaring that the CCF
fees will go into a Community Contribution Reserve, we
leave the association with the flexibility to use the fees for
whatever the greatest community need is at the time.

Why is it so important that | vote?

Your elected directors need clear direction from you on
this proposal. Every unit owner needs to weigh in on this
critical vote.Those who haven't submitted a ballot will be
contacted to understand what additional information they
may need to vote. We don’t normally take such action, but
this is too important not to do so. The deadline to submit
your vote is Jan. 9. A Unit Owners Meeting will be held at
4 p.m. in the North Clubhouse.

Thank you.

PLEASE VOTE YES FORTHE CCF AND
HELP STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITY

Bob Grosso, OVCA President

Myrna Mills Albino, OVCA Secretary
Dick Steinfeld, OVCA Vice President
Ken Colman, OVCA Treasurer

By Cheryl Dwyer

n Dec 7, Stratford's superintendent of schools, Dr.
Uyi Osunde, along with Dr. David Chess and Mike
Suntag, presented an informational session at NCB.
They explained how Stratford's public school sys-
tem has dramatically changed over time and noted that
teachers/students are in need of support from the com-
munity.
Stratford Volunteer Corps, a nonprofit volunteer or-

STRATFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS NEED MENTORS AND TUTORS

ganization, has been formed to connect volunteers with
students.

Please consider becoming a mentor or tutor to work
with the students, one hour a week, in partnership with
Stratford Public Schools.

If you are interested, please visit the website,
www.StratfordVolunteerCorps.com, for more details.

Questions? Text David Chess at 203-521-4730 or

email david.chessT@gmail.com.
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‘THANKYOU & HAPPY NEW YEAR' FROM THE OV STAFF

During the annual OV Employee Holiday Celebration last month, staff members were presented
with checks and enjoyed a buffet luncheon. The staff extends its gratitude to residents for their
generous contributions to the Employee Appreciation Fund.

BERKSHIRE | New England

HATHAWAY Properties

HomeServices

SPECIALIZING IN
ORONOQUE VILLAGE %

~ Lisa Glazer As local market experts, backed by a Scott Glazer
Cha'm‘Ta”'zg'rﬁ'et_Go'Ol'IW'””er global network, and over 25 years of (203) 305-9752
op 27 hatlohally experience we have the resources and scottglazer@bhhsne.com

(203) 305-4092
lisaglazer@bhhsNE.com knowledge for all your real estate needs.

January 2,2024- THE VILLAGER “




ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICE: CHANGE OF DISTRIBUTION
FORJAN.15 & FEB. 15 VILLAGERS

During the October 2023 OVCA Board Meeting, a mo-
tion was passed to allow a pilot program/test of The Vil-
lager’s printing frequency. The test will occur for the Jan.
15,2024, and the Feb. 15, 2024, issues.

These issues will not be printed in the usual quantity,
nor will they be distributed in the Black Boxes.

For those Villagers who want a printed copy, the Busi-
ness Office will have printed copies available. The issues will
be posted on oronoquevillage.com, as usual. They may be
accessed at: www.oronoquevillage.com/communications
/villager/Villager issues.

If you need help with delivery, please call N2N for as-
sistance: 203-479-0107, Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.- 4. p.m.

LWV MEETING ON JAN. 18

The League of Women Voters (LWV) is a nonpartisan or-
ganization (of women and men) that encourages active
participation in government.

Our next meeting at Oronoque will be Thursday, Jan.
18, at 4 p.m. at NCB.

Questions? Contact Marge Heffel, Oronoque resident
and treasurer, LWVCT, at 203-913-5695 or mcheffel
@gmail.com.

SKETCHING/JOURNALING CLASS

A six-week artist sketching and journaling class, led by
Kathy Toombs, will meet at the SCB art room from 2-4 p.m.
on Tuesdays, beginning Jan. 9. There is no cost to attend.

Materials needed are an 8- by 10-inch multimedia sketch-
book and sketching materials, such as pencils, pens, markers,
pastel oil based water crayons, watercolors etc. Please no oil,
acrylic paints or soft pastels (no mess). There will be a short
lesson. Please bring your own references.

Limited to 15. RSVP by emailing your name, phone num-
ber and address to KathyT1014@aol.com.

HOLIDAY DECORATION REMOVAL AT
NORTH AND SOUTH CLUBHOUSES

The House & Garden Club will remove all holiday deco-
rations at SCB on Jan. 4 at 9:30 a.m. and at NCB on Jan. 5 at
9:30 a.m. Those who are available to help are welcome to join
the group and pitch in. If you have questions, please call Deb-
bie Grosso at 203-380-2468.
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NOTICE FROM
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE

Residents who encounter mechanical problems
when using the North or South Clubhouses are asked
to report the issues to the Maintenance Department by
emailing ovmd@oronoquevillage.com

Examples of issues that should be reported include
a nonworking oven, refrigerator, microwave, dish-
washer or sink.

Emailing a comprehensive note that outlines the
issue is essential for proper follow-through and repair.

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS

The OVCA Board will next meet on Jan. 16, 2024, at
7 p.m. at the North Clubhouse.

The OVTD Board will meet on Jan. 23, 2024, at 7 p.m. at
the North Clubhouse.

Residents are encouraged to attend the meetings and
are invited to ask questions or share comments during the
opening and closing forums.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION
DURING MONDAY CURBSIDE PICK UP

Residents who would like to dispose of their Christmas
trees can place them outside on Sunday evening for curbside
pickup by the Maintenance Department on Monday.

Trees should be free of all wrappings, lights and decora-
tions. Artificial trees are not included in this pickup and may
be disposed of during Oronoque Village Clean Up Day, which
will take place in the spring.

Please remember that curbside pickup occurs every
Monday. Residents may put bags out for pickup beginning
Sunday evening.

Plastic bags will not be accepted as the use of plastic bags
raises the cost of disposal.




FOR OVER 134 YEARS

CCTOR

Shop Small
Furm!ure & Mattress Gallery

B

Hours: Mo Tu, Fri 8:30-5:30/'We 8:30-1/ Thu 8:30-8:30/ Sat 95 Closed Sunday
385 Main St Ansonia 203-734-2525 www.spectorfurniture.com

- ANN GAMBARDELLA
ann@o55help.com
(203) 763-9579

Recommend

Setup - Solve - Train -
Get the most out of your
PC/Laptop - Phone - Tablet/iPad - Streaming TV

Specializing in Patience and Kindness

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

ECH
TELEVISION

Family Owned & Operated Since 1954
Providing Professional Quality Service
Kevin Kubicko
203.377.5800
tech.television@snet.net
Licensed & Insured

° HARTLEY'SANTIQUES

| “"Over 40 years serving Connecticut”

BUY > CONSIGN > SELL > APPRAISALS
CLEAN OUTS > MOVING SERVICES

FURNITURE > ART » JEWELRY > GOLD
SILVER > ANTIQUES > ANYTHING UNIQUE

i oo Residenin) |
© LarryHartley 203-887-5835  °

P i

Avon Cosmetics

Independent Sales Consultant
Dottie Beswick

10% Discount to OV Residents!

203-451-8011 ° besdero@yahoo.com

" Oneéleall doesﬂ a[l!

Jeanette "Jackie" Caron

860-57327000

ORONOQUE

HOMEIMBROVEMENIFELE
COMPLETE REMODELING SERVICES

MIFEORDNESHIRATEORDNASHEINON
2033757495

e Plumbing Repairs
o New Installations
e Heating Systems
Hot Wat

AND REMODELING A
» Total Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
e Additions e Decks

PLUMBING

FRANK BALLARO
Phone (203) 378-6306
Emergency (203) 218-8063 ¢ Email: fballaro@aol.com

Licensed & Insured  References Available ¢ Free Estimates
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DISTRICT 3 AND DISTRICT 4 HOLD COMBINED HOLIDAY PART

Story and photo by Dina Glantz

On Dec 6, District 3 and District 4 kicked off the winter
season with a combined holiday party at the South
Clubhouse. Delicious food, catered by David Grant, was
served. Additionally, there was yummy homemade flan,
cookies, fruit pie and rice pudding along with a scrump-
tious carrot cake with cream cheese frosting.

After dinner and during dessert, the party got in full
swing with free raffles that included gift cards, wine, cham-

pagne and other goodies. Then, Chris Albino, our very own
in-house resident DJ, kicked off the remainder of the
evening with an array of line dances and awesome dance
music.

It was a fantastic event that everyone thoroughly en-
joyed. A big shout-out to our SAC Reps Stephanie Fians, Tri-
cia Baglio, Patrice Lundgren and Celeste Jardim and to
District Rep Bob Krakovich for donating their time and tal-
ents in planning and putting together such a fantastic and

successful holiday party! Season's greetings to all!

Please Be
A Responsible

Dog Owner

REMINDER TO DOG OWNERS:
PETS MUST BE LEASHED

he Business Office has received multiple complaints
about dogs running loose on OV grounds. Please
keep in mind the following mandates per the OV Hand-
book of Rules & Regulations:
= Pets must be leashed when outside.
=  Pets may not be left unattended when outside.
= Pet owners must maintain control of their pets.
= Pets are not permitted to cause an ongoing distur-
bance.
= Pet owners must not permit dogs to walk on plants
and should be mindful of other residents’ privacy when
walking near units.
= Pet waste must be picked up.

The complete Handbook of Rules & Regulations can be found on
the OV website, www.oronoquevillage.com, under the Docu-
ments & Forms heading.
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WE ARE vuun "EA‘I‘I“G’ Now servicing over 200 of your
AIR GONDITIONING AND
WATER HEATING EXPERTS!

Give us a call 24/7 for Fast, Same-day Service
and Honest, Upfront Pricing.

203-3178-47100

fellow neighbors!

WHY CHOOSE TYLER2

» Preferred Pricing for Villagers T il
» BBB Accredited
* Angie’s List A Rating 30 BGWN
* Angie’s List Super Service Award 0% I“TEBEST

» Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer

« 3 Time Carrier President’s Award Winner FINANCING AVAILABLE

*with approved credit

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE - 203-378-4100

ORONOQUE VILLAGE RESIDENTS RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING.
Refer to our wehsite for monthly specials.

ASK ABOUT
OUR REFERRAL
PROGRAN CoolO Cash
Turn to the experts
n mm Ll

TYLER...

* Air Conditioning + Water Heaters

203-378-4700
www.tylerair.com

LIC S1-0391807 « Fully Bonded & Insured.
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ACTIVITIES

EDITOR’S NOTE: To ensure accuracy, information submit-
ted to The Villager must be sent via email, to Carol King at
cking@oronoquevillage.com. (Submissions must be typed,
in upper and lower case.) The deadline to be included in the
next issue of The Villager, on Jan. 15, is Jan. 3 at noon.

CORNHOLE
« Cornhole is played on Thursdays, 10 a.m., at SCB.

DOLLCRAFTERS

+ Dollcrafters meets at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays in the NCB Library.

CURRENT EVENTS

+ The Current Events Discussion Group meets in SCB Card
Room 1 at 10 a.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month.

DROP-IN BRIDGE

« Drop-in Bridge takes place on Mondays from 6:30-8:30
p.m. in the NCB Lounge. All levels of bridge players are en-
couraged to attend; no need to bring a partner. There is no
fee to participate. For information, please contact Wendy
Swain at 203-386-9125.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY

« The Ladies Bible Study welcomes all resident women.
There are no fees to join. Purchasing study materials is op-
tional. Meetings are on the second and fourth Fridays in the
NCB Card Room from 10:30 a.m. to noon (excluding July
and August). Questions? Call Angie McKelvey (203-227-
3222) orTina Vermette (203-375-0291).

LINE DANCING

- Line Dance classes are held on Wednesdays at the NCB
weekly. Beginner classes start at 9:30 a.m., followed by a
class for all levels at 10 a.m. There is no charge. Call Sonya
DeBiase at 203-377-1515 for information.

LOW-IMPACT EXERCISE CLASS

- Low-impact exercise classes, taught by Renee Zinn, are held
at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays and Fridays at NCB. Bring weights
and water.

BB THE VILLAGER -January 2, 2024

POOL SOCIAL GROUP

« Anyone who enjoys socializing in and around the pools
during the summer is invited to attend a get-together from
4-6 p.m. at SCB on the first Wednesday of each month while
the pools are closed. Come with your favorite appetizer
and/or beverage (or nothing) for reunions and conversa-
tions. Call Sonya at 203-377-1515 for more information.

QUILTING GROUP

- Village quilters meet at the NCB Card Room on the first and
third Thursdays of each month from 10 a.m. to noon.

RACQUET SPORTS

« OV's Racquet Sports Facility is comprised of three tennis
courts and five pickleball courts. Both sports have clubs that
offer court play times as well as a social memberships for
off-court gatherings. For information on joining, contact
Peter Feick for tennis at 203-856-0246 or Bill Tanski for pick-
leball at 609-876-3520.

TABLE TENNIS GROUP

« Table Tennis is played at SCB on Tuesdays, 9-11 a.m., and
Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. For information, contact Dina Glantz:
dinabob7@comcast.net / 203-231-4753 or Maddy Lapides:
mslapid@gmail.com / 203-927-8577. Play is scheduled via
the TeamReach app.

TEA, TALK & CRAFTS

- Tea, Talk, and Crafts meets at 1 p.m. on Thursdays next to
the kitchen at SCB. Annual dues are $10. Questions? Call
Irene Sanzone at 203-378-2010. Vaccinated members only.
Please show proof.

WRITER’S GROUP

« The Oronoque Village Writer's Group (OVWG) is a group of
writers who enjoy sharing their work in a trusted environ-
ment. Members commit to twice-monthly workshops held
on alternate Tuesdays at 2 p.m. in the SCB Card Room. Mem-
bers include published authors and hobbyists. Works include
essays, memoirs, poems, short stories, humorous tales, heart-
wrenching histories. Contact Mary von Ziegesar at
MvonZ@optonline.net or call 203-767-9760 with questions.



Assisted Living
Memory Care
Short Term Respite Stay

Sprfngtﬂfﬂaqe

at stratford

A WoopBINE SENIOR
Living CoMmmunNITY

Welcome Home

Schedule a Tour

203.380.0006

m

Spr‘l'ng t(’r’ffngﬂ 1

at Stuatford

"It was very hard for Mom to leave her
home, but Spring Village made it so much
easier for her and her family. The kindness
and special care and family atmosphere
makes it a special place!"

From a loved one of a resident.

SENIOR LIVIBG

2023

We enhance the quality of life for the residents we serve.

PREVENT A FIRE,
PROTECT YOUR DRYER

U L u
Reduce risk Keeps dryer Lower
of dryer fire working efficiently energy costs

Be sure
to mention
ORONOQUE"
when booking
for a special

ORYER VEN . 203-864-6962
QALLIL[F™ ~www.ijsventcom = TJ@tjsvent.com

L RGN o ) . R T LA

Visiting Angels! O

America's Choice in Home Care®

Visiting Angels provides essential senior home care,
allowing your loved one to remain where they are the
most comfortable...in their own home.

« Bathing & Dressing

« Assistance with Walking
» Medication Reminders
« Errands & Shopping

- Light Housekeeping

203.298.9700

VisitingAngels.com/Woodbridge

+» Meal Preparation

- Friendly Companionship
- Flexible Hourly Care

« Respite Care for Families
- Live-In Care

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated. HCA #0000561
*2022 Visiting Angels is a registered trademark of Living Assistance Services, Inc.
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH: RAY VERMETTE

ay Vermette is able to tap into

his creativity by combining a
keen eye with an analytical mind.
His background and education
are in the biological sciences,
business, finance and personnel
management.

"When | paint, it is a mental
process," he explains. "l work in
watercolors, which is not a flexi-
ble medium.The process requires
visualizing a composition that is
pleasing to me and then focusing
on bringing that scene to life with limited brushstrokes and
good composition.”

Ray has been painting in watercolors for over 18 years. "|
started by taking adult education classes in East Haven and
then | continued to study and practice on my own," he says.
"l enjoy testing my capabilities and building my skills. | see
progress and growth with every work. The key to my im-
provement is to persevere, work hard, paint often and learn
from mistakes.’

Although painting is a hobby, Ray is dedicated to creating
a minimum of one image per week. New England landscapes
and waterscapes are his preferred subjects. "l like to paint
scenery with colorful atmosphere and good perspective,’ he
notes. "In my artwork, | try to convey a sense of calmness and
serenity. | also enjoy the challenge of adding people to my
paintings to help tell a story.”

His inspirations range from capturing sights he has seen
to emulating works he has appreciated while touring muse-
ums and art shows. "Andrew Wyeth and JWM Turner are

among the many artists | admire;" states Ray. "I'm interested
in a variety of styles and try to bring various techniques into
my own artwork’

Ray spent much of his working career as a senior vice
president for operations of national healthcare companies
with responsibility for the activities of many hundreds of em-
ployees. He also spent over 25 years serving on various town
government boards and committees as an elected or ap-
pointed official. Now retired, he and his wife, Tina, arrived in
Oronoque Village 12 years ago. "While we were looking at
homes and visiting various communities, we drove up James
Farm Road and came to Oronoque Lane. We really liked what
we saw here in the Village," he reports.

Quickly, he became an integral member of the commu-
nity. An accomplished pianist, Ray entertained residents as
the accompanist for the BRAVO players in productions held
in 2014 and 2015. He also sang with the Village Voices. He is
a past director on the OVTD Board and was president of
OVTD from 2018-2019.

Ray, Betty Mulholland and Barbara Stewart organized
and started the OV Arts Guild (OVAG) in 2016, He previously
served as OVAG president.

He is a frequent speaker at various community group
meetings in the greater New Haven area.“My subjects include
the process of drafting our U.S. Constitution in 1787, and the
lives and history of people who were born and lived in Strat-
ford, such as General David Wooster and the Honorable
William Samuel Johnson, who made important contributions
to the founding of our state and nation,” says Ray.

Oronoque residents are invited to enjoy Ray's renderings,
which will grace the front and back hallways of NCB through-

out the month of January.

WANTED: ARTISTS OF THE MONTH

he 2024 Artist of the Month program at NCB is seeking

participants. All resident artists who have hanging art
can participate. Artists show their work for one month in the
front and back hallways. These spaces will accommodate
one large piece or two smaller pieces of artwork

Artists can change the work as often as they wish. Se-
lected artists will be the focus of a feature article in The Vil-
lager during the month of their exhibit. This is your chance
to shine!

The artwork must be wired across the back of the piece
in order to hang on our system. All mediums are welcome:
drawings, paintings, photography and fiber art, and it must
be your own original work.

For more information, contact Barbara Stewart at 203-

612-1373 or barbsmt@yahoo.com.
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GOOD TIMES CLUB SETS THE STAGE FOR ACTIVITIES |

Story by Mary Ann Weaver

ood Times Club's bus trip to Aqua Turf in Plantsville on

Dec. 5 was so much fun. The food and, of course, the en-
tertainment by The Diamonds were excellent. We danced and
sang along with not just the Diamonds hits, but also the hol-
iday music that they sang.

It truly was a fun-packed day with great food, company
and entertainment. Please look for upcoming bus trips by
Good Times in 2024: On Saturday, May 14, we will see a Neil

FEATURE

N 2024

Diamond tribute and on Dec 3 a Motown performance --
both will be at Aqua Turf. Nothing to do but come and enjoy.
Everything is taken care of. Bus trips sell out fast so look in
The Villager for our next offering.

We also have our second annual new year's event, "Cele-
bration of 2024,” on Saturday, Jan. 13, and our annual Sock
Hop on Saturday, Oct. 21. Please join us!

For information, call Mary Ann Weaver at 203-530-9962.

Nobody knows the Village...

T r > ’ a 3 x5 =
. 3 - v T "_ o

= ARONO
O

Mary Kelleher
Mary.Kelleher@raveis.com
203.496.1399

* Complimentary home price evaluation
* Professional FREE photography of your home
¢ In-house mortgage broker & insurance agent

L \r Py bl o3 ‘.
QUE Vit

When it comes to Real Estate, we cover every angle
Specializing in Oronoque Village

¢ Raveis Refresh program - a premium service

William Raveis is the #1 independent family-owned Real Estate Company in the country.

WILLIAM RAVEIS

...like another Villager!

Christine Mahoney
Christine.Mahoney@raveis.com
203.258.7415

designed to present your home in the best
possible light, from carpentry to staging
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CALENDAR

Dates, times and locations of events are subject to change. To up-
date a Calendar listing, please contact Chrissy Smith at
csmith@oronoquevillage.com. For the latest on OV news &
events, go to www.oronoquevillage.com.

Bold-faced listings = OVCA/OVTD events / C=Closed event

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2
+  9:00 a.m. - Table Tennis, SCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Dollcrafters, NCB, Library
10:00 a.m. - Zumba, NCB
4:00 pm. — Funseekers Board Meeting, SCB (C)

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3
9:30 a.m. - Line Dancing, beginners, NCB

10:00 a.m. — Galerie OV Installation, SCB
+ 10:00 a.m. -Line Dancing, NCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Zumba, NCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Sculpture Class, SCB, A/CRm (C)
+  4:00 p.m. - Pool Social Group, SCB
+ 5:00 p.m. - Sebastian’s Poker, NCB, C/R
+ 6:00 p.m. - Castle Poker, SCB
+ 7:00 p.m. - Book Club, NCB Library

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4
9:30 a.m. — Holiday Decoration Removal, NCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Cornhole, SCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Zumba, SCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - House Committee, NCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Village Quilters, NCB
1:00 p.m. - Bridge, NCB (C)
1:00 p.m. — Informal Artists Group, SCB, A/CRm
«  1:00 p.m. - Tea, Talk & Crafts, SCB
«  6:00 p.m. - Table Tennis, SCB

« 7:00 p.m. - Ballroom Dance Lessons, NCB

FRIDAY, JANUARY 5
+  9:30 a.m. - Holiday Decoration Removal, SCB

10:30 a.m. — Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB
« 5:00 p.m.-5 O'clock Somewhere

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6: No events scheduled

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7: No events scheduled

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
+ 10:30 a.m. - Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB

« 11:00 a.m. - Communications Committee, NCB

+ 1:00 p.m. - Mahjong, SCB (C)

+  1:00 p.m. — Arts Guild Meeting, NCB (C)

e 3:30 p.m. - Bylaws Committee, SCB

e 4:00 p.m. - Maintenance Committee Mtg, NCB
6:30 p.m. — Drop-In Bridge, NCB

+ 6:30 p.m. - BRAVO meeting, SCB

+ 7:00 p.m. - Bulls & Bears, SCB

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9
«  9:00 a.m. -Table Tennis, SCB
« 9:30 a.m. - Architectural Committee Mtg, NCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Dollcrafters, NCB, Library
10:00 a.m. - Zumba, NCB
+ 10:30 a.m.- OVCA Agenda Meeting, NCB
+ 2:00 p.m. — Sketching Class, SCB
+ 2:00 p.m. - Writer’s Group, SCB
e 4:00 p.m. - OVCA Unit Owners Meeting, NCB

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
+  9:30a.m. - Line Dancing, beginners, NCB
10:00 a.m. -Line Dancing, NCB

« 10:00 a.m. - Current Events, SCB
+ 10:00 a.m. - Sculpture Class, SCB, A/CRm (C)

5:00 p.m. - Sebastian’s Poker, NCB, C/R
6:00 p.m. — Castle Poker, SCB

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT N2N: NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLUB?
We are neighbors offering a helping hand to fellow residents who would like assistance with daily
tasks and/or would benefit from increased social interaction with fellow Villagers. Would you like a

friendly visit just to chat or hang out? Could you benefit from a helping hand in finding services? Would
you like a sounding board in solving problems? Could you use help with light shopping and other
errands? Call or text us at 203-479-0107, Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m, or leave a message.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 11

+ 10:00 a.m. - Cornhole, SCB
10:00 a.m. - Zumba, SCB

+ 10:30 a.m.-Yoga, SCB

+  1:00 p.m. - Bridge, NCB (C)

«  1:00 p.m. - Informal Artists Group, SCB, A/C Rm
1:00 p.m. - Tea, Talk & Crafts, SCB

+  4:00 p.m. - Strategic Planning Mtg/Marketing, NCB

+  6:00 p.m.-Table Tennis, SCB

« 7:00 p.m. - Ballroom Dance Lessons, NCB

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12
10:30 a.m. - Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB 1

+ 10:30 a.m. - Ladies Bible Study, NCB
+  6:00 p.m. - Friday Night Billiards, NCB (C)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13
«  6:00 p.m. - Good Times Club Celebrates 2024, NCB

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
«  4:00 p.m. - Arts Guild Opening Reception, SCB

MONDAY, JANUARY 15
+ 10:30 a.m. - Low-Impact Exercise (Bring Weights), NCB
» 3:00 p.m.-OVCA Finance Committee, NCB

+ 6:30 p.m. - Drop-In Bridge, NCB
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16
+  9:00 a.m. —-Table Tennis, SCB
« 10:00 a.m. — Dollcrafters, NCB, Library
+ 10:00 a.m. - Zumba, NCB
2:00 p.m. — Sketching Class, SCB
e 7:00 p.m.- OVCA Board Meeting, NCB

OV SNAPSHOT

Jackie Freeman, House and Garden Club board mem-
ber, always adds a touch of beauty to the club’s events
with her outstanding centerpieces. This gorgeous hol-
iday greenery, from a recent holiday program, shows
Jackie’s talents. She also serves elegant and delicious
desserts that have become a tradition for House and
Garden Club tea parties.

— Submitted by Arline Walton

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17

9:30 a.m. - Line Dancing, beginners, NCB
10:00 a.m. -Line Dancing, NCB
10:00 a.m. - Sculpture Class, SCB, A/CRm (C)

5:00 p.m. - Sebastian’s Poker, NCB, C/R
6:00 p.m. — Castle Poker, SCB

HUMOR

Ask your doctor if a drug with 32 side effects is right for you.
By all means, marry. If you get a good wife or a good husband, you'll become happy; if you get a bad one, you'll

become a philosopher. (Socrates)

Money can't buy happiness, but it keeps the kids in touch!
Do you know that awesome feeling when you get into bed, fall right asleep, stay asleep all night, and wake up
refreshed, waiting to take on the day? Yeah, me neither.

—Submitted by Tom Fuchs
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FEATURE

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF ELECTIONS: A QUIZ FROM THE LWV

he League of Women Voters (LWV) Oronoque Village

Study Group recently hosted Stratford Town Registrar
James Simon for a question-and-answer session about
elections and voting in Connecticut. He brought a quiz
that we all took, which will appear one question at a time
in The Villager.

How well can you do?

True or False: Once you register to vote, your registra-
tion is good for your lifetime.

Answer: In general, you must vote at least once every

four years in Connecticut to maintain your status as an ac-
tive voter. If you don't, you are moved to inactive status and
then, after four more inactive years, you are moved off the
voting rolls and you need to reregister in order to vote.

But ... if you take any action with the Department of
Motor Vehicles, it can help reset your clock. And, if you re-
spond to the Registrars’annual canvass that you are still an
eligible voter in Stratford (even though you have not
voted), you will remain an active voter.

So, the answer is “false.”

WEBSITE INSIGHTS

Did you know that you can always find The Villager on
our website? Go to the oronoquevillage.com home
page, click COMMUNICATIONS, then click on VILLAGER,
then click again on VILLAGER for not only the currentissue
but past issues as well! This may be helpful when the Jan.
15 and Feb. 15 issues are printed in limited quantities as
a test to address the waste we see in copies being left in
our black boxes. We will not be delivering these two issues
there.

If you need a printed copy, you may pick one up at the
Business Office. If you can't make it to the office, please
call or text a resident volunteer at Neighbor to Neighbor
at 203-479-0107 to arrange for a delivery.

eed more info on the By-Laws Declarations or on the

Capital Reserve Fund and the Capital Reserve Study?
Find these documents and find answers to your ques-

tions: oronoquevillage.com/Home Page/Condo News &
Notifications. Scroll down and find a variety of helpful
documents. The Declaration Proxies are due at the Busi-
ness Office by Jan. 9 or may be delivered in-person at the
Special Unit Owners Meeting at 4 p.m. on Jan. 9.
Looking for the time and date of an upcoming social

event? You can look in The Villager online, but the best
place to look is on the online calendar. This is where you
will find the latest updates of events — from meetings to
parties to sports to games and music.

~

Questions about the website? Call Mary von Ziegesar
at 203-767-9760 or email MvonZ@optonline.net.

BEYOND THE VILLAGE

M isty Copeland & Open World Dance Foundation pres-
ent “Cinderelld” at 7:30 p.m. on March 15 at the
Palace Theater in Waterbury. In a performance uniting
American Ballet Theatre stars, local talent and performers
from all over the world, “Cinderella” promises to be an ex-
perience that brings together the community and pro-
vides a unique platform for children to showcase their
budding artistic prowess.

While Misty Copeland will not be performing, this pres-
entation features a special live pre-show conversation with
her.”l had the privilege of being the first Cinderella to per-
form in the community production of ‘Cinderella’ with
Open World Dance,” she states. “This year I'm honored to
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support and pass on the opportunity to the next genera-
tion!”Visit https://www.palacetheaterct.org for details.
watercolor painting demonstration will be presented
by the Shelton Art League following a general meet-
ing at 11:45 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 8, at the Shelton Com-
munity Center, 41 Church St. At 1 p.m. Liz Rosiello will
demonstrate the use of watercolors in floral subjects. She
graduated from the School of Visual Arts with degrees in
fine arts and art education. She has a steady flow of inspi-

ration using subjects from her gardens. Visit
http://www.sheltonartleague.org for additional informa-
tion. Guests are always welcome.



Isit timeto take some
TITLE 19/MEDICAID
Planning S eps?

ATTORNEY
JAMESM. HUGHES

can help guideyou g
through the maze!

SERVICESINCLUDE:
e Multiple Elder Law matters
e TITLE 19/MEDICAID PLANNING & Spend Down
e Veteran'sAid & Attendance Benefits

o Will /Power of Attorney/Health Care Instructions

» Estates/Probate/Real Estate Transactions

Experience Excellence In Senior Living! Conveniently located in downtown Fairfield
LAW OFFICE OF JAMES M. HUGHES
1432 Post Road « Fairfield, CT

» Healthy smoothies made to order daily (203) 256-1977

e Grab & Go snacks and meals for those hughes_james@sbcglobal net
on the run . .
www.fairfieldctel derlaw.com

e Anytime dining - restaurant-style menu
» Weekly housekeeping and laundry

e On-site Nursing Team available seven
days a week

e Beauty salon and barber services on-site

?éé william | Sotheby’s

e Events, outings, and scheduled Pitt | irernariona soairy

transportation

¢ An updated fitness center with new
equipment & classes

TOP SALES AGENT
i Oronoque Village
2012-2022

Gold Award Winner

When it’s time to sell your home, list with

Schedule your personal tour and
enjoy a chef-prepared meal to go.

203-225-5000

a Realtor who is an expert in your
community. Contact me today and let me

C ROS BY Cto M M O N S I u_t my experience to work for you!

Linda Bittner

Wesley )& Vill sl oo
esley 1llage S 203.414.8879

years of inspired senior living - e. Ibittner@wpsir.com
BISHOP WICKE | CROSBY COMMONS | LIFESTYLE TRANSITIONS | WESLEY HEIGHTS . ' Native of Fairfield County with

SCAN TO 35 years of real estate experience

dchtmy 580 Long Hill Avenue
VISITUS  CRBGATLRAY Shelton, CT 06484

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. T2}
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FUNSEEKERS WELCOMES DUELING PIANOS

Story by Marie Orlowe ~ Photos by Letitia Labaree

he Funseekers held their last gathering of 2023 on

Tuesday, Dec. 12. Lucy Clifford introduced Board mem-
bers, stating their responsibilities. Arline Walton was ac-
knowledged for her excellence in producing ads for The
Villager. Sabine Curry received kudos for her home-baked,
packaged cookies for members to enjoy.

The Board surprised those attending by offering trays
of appetizers, dip and crackers. They were the center-
pieces, which were encircled by candy canes provided by
Letitia Labaree. Letitia greeted everyone wearing her
Christmas tree dress, which sporadically lit up with tiny
bulbs.

Entertaining the Funseekers, for their third time, and
back by popular vote, were the two gentlemen playing Du-
eling Pianos. They honored the many requests, opening
with “I'm a Believer,” then performed hits by Neil Diamond,
The Beach Boys, Tina Turner and Meatloaf. A Billy Joel tril-
ogy was exciting, especially with a harmonica performance
during “Piano Man!

A special country music song by Garth Brooks pleased
the crowd. The mood was upbeat and everyone partici-
pated, interacting with the pianists. The event was very fes-
tive.

Funseekers does not meet in January. We look forward

to seeing you in February 2024.

FORTHE LATEST COMMUNITY NEWS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.ORONOQUEVILLAGE.COM
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MAINTENANCE MATTERS

WHEN TO REPLACE A WATER HEATER, EXPLAINED

or most homeowners, hot, running water is a luxury they

don't think twice about. The average person uses warm
water up to 20 times per day in their home. However, home-
owners should always be proactive in maintaining their water
heaters. But when to replace the water heater altogether?

The manufacturer’s average suggested lifespan for a tra-
ditional water heater is between 8 to 12 years. A tankless
water heater can last up to 20 years before it needs to be re-
placed. Regardless of what type of water heater is installed,
over time, it will corrode with age, and it's essential to monitor
it for any of the below issues, especially if it’s in the second
half of its lifespan.

If you are not aware of the age of your water heater, it can
be traced. The serial number on the water heater typically in-
cludes a manufacturing date. In most cases, the first letter of
the serial number will indicate the month it was manufac-
tured, starting with “A” for January, leading all the way
to “L" for December. The next two numbers will indi-
cate the year it was made. For example, if a serial
number starts with “C19” the water heater was
manufactured in March 2019.

Troubleshooting

Discolored Water: One common issue
older water heaters have is producing dis-
colored water. There are many reasons r
why this could occur, and it may not mean *
the water heater needs to be replaced. \

When corrosion happens, rust builds and can leak
into the water supply. This leads to discolored water coming
out of the faucets. Before jumping to conclusions about the
water heater, homeowners should run cold tap water for a
few minutes. If that water is also rusty, it may mean the issue
is within the pipes, not the heater. If it is not rusty, it may be
time for a new water heater.

Sometimes water may be cloudy or sandy, caused by a
buildup of sediment in the heater tank. Homeowners can rec-
tify this issue by draining the contents of the tank and clearing
out the sediment. However, if the water continues to run
sandy or cloudy, the heater must be replaced.

Lack of Warm Water: The most obvious reason to get a
new hot water heater is a lack of warm water getting to the
house. This can mean the water isn't as hot, the periods of hot
water don't last as long, or there is no hot water altogether.
The issue worsens if the heating bill is going up at the same
time.

There may be no or less hot water because there is an
issue with the electrical thermostat. On average, a home
should have the thermostat set between 120 and 140 de-
grees. If the thermostat is readjusted and the hot water re-

turns, then there’s no reason to replace the heater. The lack
of hot water could also result from a broken heating element
within the water heater. A plumber can easily fix this issue,
get the parts needed, and restore heating functions within a
few hours. However, the components required for older water
heaters may not be as readily available, and in some cases, it
may be just better to replace the system overall.

Strange noises: As water heaters get older, the rumbling
noises they make to heat up water might get louder. This can
be due to various reasons, which may be more significant
signs the heater needs to be replaced.

As mentioned previously, sediment can build up over
time at the bottom of the tank. The noise caused by sediment

buildup is the sound of the hardened sediment banging
against the tank. If not flushed out, the sediment will
grow harder and thicker along the floor and start to
wear the water heater down. This will make
the heater more inefficient and accelerate the
damage to the tank.
Homeowners should check for this prob-
lem as soon as they hear any unusual
noise from their water heater. Taking
)\ early action can prevent long-term
damage and extend the heater’s life
if it's not yet time for a water heater
replacement.
Leaks: At the end of their life span, hot
water heaters tend to leak around the floor of the
tank. This could potentially lead to minor to significant prop-
erty damage for the homeowner. A leak in a water heater tank
could mean it’s time to replace it.

Leaks are usually caused as the result of expansions to
metal in the tank. These expansions occur over the multiple
heating cycles of the tank’s life. Fractures may occur because
of this expansion, leaking water at the height of each heating
cycle. Sometimes, the leak may be minor enough to fix, but
this is only delaying the inevitable replacement.

Ongoing repairs: Water heaters can be sensitive and
may need to be repaired frequently. If homeowners find
themselves calling in a plumber on multiple occasions for a
hot water heater repair, it may be worth it to replace it alto-
gether.

Water heaters are getting more sophisticated every year.
Depending on which heater is purchased, it could last longer

and even provide some efficiency for electricity bills.

Source: www.bobvilla.com
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AVOIDING SENIOR SCAMS: TIPS FROM THE FTC

very year millions of people report fraud, scams and

bad business practices to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. Your stories help the FTC to better understand how
fraud affects every community.

Scammers are using social media for investment, ro-
mance and online shopping scams. More than one in four
people who reported losing money to fraud from 2020 -
2021 said it started on social media with an ad, a post or a
message. The most money was lost to investment and ro-
mance scams.

Romance scammers pursue people on dating apps and
social media with fake tales of love, then demand pay-
ments with gift cards, wire transfers and cryptocurrency
The median reported loss across all romance o000
scam reports was $2,400 last year, but the % .
amount was higher among older adults.
People 70 and over reported the high-
est median losses at $9,000.

Imposters posing as Amazon
workers tricked people with mes-
sages about suspicious activity or %
unauthorized purchases on their ac- %;
counts. Among people age 60 and over %
who reported the calls in 2020-2021, the % £
median reported loss was $1,500, compared to
$814 for people under age 60.

If you spot one of these scams (or another), please tell
us at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. It’s easy to report and the infor-
mation you give helps protect your community.

Four Signs of a Scam

1. Scammers pretend to be from an organization you
know. Scammers often pretend to be contacting you on be-
half of the government. They might use a real name, like
the Social Security Administration, the IRS or Medicare, or
make up a name that sounds official. Some pretend to be
from a business you know, like a utility company, a tech
company or even a charity asking for donations.

They use technology to change the phone number that
appears on your caller ID. So the name and number you see
might not be real.

2.Scammers say there’s a problem or a prize. They might
say you're in trouble with the government or you owe
money or someone in your family had an emergency or
that there’s a virus on your computer.

Some scammers say there’s a problem with one of your
accounts and that you need to verify some information.

Others will lie and say you won money in a lottery or
sweepstakes but have to pay a fee to get it.

3. Scammers pressure you to actimmediately. Scammers
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want you to act before you have time to think. If you're on
the phone, they might tell you not to hang up so you can’t
check out their story.

They might threaten to arrest you, sue you, take away
your driver’s or business license or deport you. They might
say your computer is about to be corrupted.

4. Scammers tell you to pay in a specific way. They often
insist that you pay by sending money through a money
transfer company or by putting money on a gift card and
then giving them the number on the back.

Some will send you a check (that will later turn out to
be fake), tell you to deposit it and then send them money.

What You Can Do to Avoid a Scam

PR .. Block unwanted calls and text messages. Take steps

%, to filter unwanted text messages.

Don't give your personal or financial informa-

% tion in response to a request that you didn't ex-

8 pect. Legitimate organizations won't call, email

g or text to ask for your personal information, like

&# your Social Security, bank account or credit card
numbers.

- If you get an email or text message from a com-
pany you do business with and you think it’s real, it's

> st|II best not to click on any links. Instead, contact them

using a website you know is trustworthy or look up their
phone number. Don't call a number they gave you or the
number from your caller ID.

Resist the pressure to act immediately. Legitimate busi-
nesses will give you time to make a decision. Anyone who
pressures you to pay or give them your personal informa-
tion is a scammer.

Know how scammers tell you to pay. Never pay some-
one who insists you pay with a gift card or by using a
money transfer service. And never deposit a check and
send money back to someone.

Stop and talk to someone you trust. Before you do any-
thing else, tell someone — a friend, a family member, a
neighbor — what happened. Talking about it could help
you realize it's a scam.

Report Scams to the FTC
If you were scammed or think you saw a scam, report
it to the Federal Trade Commission at www.
ReportFraud.ftc.gov or call the Consumer Help Line, 1-877-
FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357). The line is staffed by coun-
selors from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Eastern time, Monday through

Friday. oV



FEATURE

AAA ADVISES DRIVERS, PEDESTRIANS ON SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

With daylight saving time now over, motorists are pre-
sented with challenges that could impact safety.

AAA Northern New England recommends motorists
prepare for potential problems associated with changes in
sleep patterns, brighter morning commutes and darker
evening commutes.

When combined with an earlier dusk, disturbed sleep
patterns can become a formula for fatigue-related crashes.

AAA provides the following tips to help reduce your
risk of a night driving collision:

Adjust your speed to the
reach of your headlights. Do
not “overdrive” your head-
lights by driving at a speed
that wouldn't allow you to
stop for an obstacle at the far
reaches of your headlights.

Visit your optometrist an-
nually.

Inspect headlights for de-
terioration and have them
serviced if they appear hazy or
yellowing. 80 percent of your
headlight illumination can be
blocked by aged headlight
lens.

Inspect and replace pitted windshields and worn wind-
shield wiper blades.

Regularly clean headlights and windshield - Make sure
to clean both the inside and outside of your windshield.

Avoid being blinded by oncoming high beams. If the
driver of an oncoming vehicle fails to dim the lights, look
down toward the right side of the road to avoid being
blinded. You should be able to see the edge of the lane or
the painted edge line and stay on course until the vehicle
passes.

Adjust mirrors to reduce glare. Properly adjusted mir-
rors not only reduce blind spots, they also reduce glare
from vehicles behind you.

Cabin illumination. Many newer vehicles come with
brightly lit infotainment screens and dashboard clusters
that can be dimmed improving your vision for the road.

Be responsible — Wear your safety belt every trip and
drive distraction and impairment free.

In 2021, AAA noted that, according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s National Center for
Statistics and Analysis, 32 percent of all pedestrian fatalities

occur between 8 p.m.and 11:59 p.m. If you are a pedestrian
make sure you're visible to drivers at all times and make eye
contact with them whenever possible. This is especially im-
portant at night, in low-light conditions such as dusk or
dawn or in inclement weather.

Here are a few additional tips from AAA.

Tips for Motorists

Driving: Always watch out for pedestrians when back-
ing up in parking lots or driveways. Turn on your headlights
to make yourself more visible.

Leave more following
room. In the morning,
when the sun is in your
eyes it can be hard to see
what the car ahead is
doing. Use sunglasses
and your sun visor.

Be mindful of children
and others who are out-
doors in the afternoon
and evening as it gets
dark earlier.

Remember to yield the
right of way to pedestri-
ans in crosswalks. Do not
pass vehicles stopped at

crosswalks.

Pay attention and eliminate all distractions including
cell phones and car clocks that are off by an hour.

Scan the road for wild animals, mainly deer. There were
34,064 animal-related crashes in New York in 2021, often
outside of daylight hours.

Tips for Pedestrians

Cross only at intersections or crosswalks. Look left, right
and left again, and only cross when it is clear. Do not jay-
walk or cross between parked cars.

Evaluate the distance and speed of oncoming traffic
before you step out into the street.

Avoid walking in traffic where there are no sidewalks
or crosswalks. If you have to walk on a road that does not
have sidewalks, walk facing traffic.

See and be seen. Carry a flashlight and wear reflective
clothing and/or accessories.

While walking, pocket the cell phone and avoid listen-
ing to headphones at a volume that prohibits you from

hearing approaching danger. oV
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ARTS GUILD PRESENTS‘ADVENTURES IN NEPAL'

Story by Barbara Stewart ~ Photo by Letitia Laberee

Residents are encouraged to attend an inspiring pres-
entation by Oronoque resident Letitia Laberee on Fri-
day, Feb. 16, at 4 p.m., at SCB.

Letitia traveled to Nepal as a volunteer with “Forgotten
Sherpas of Nepal Trust," an organization that supports
health clinics in remote villages in. Nepal. She also visited
village schools that are supported by the Himalayan Trust
and the Forgotten Sherpas Trust, where pencils, erasers and
notebooks were delivered to the children. Letitia says, “As
an educator, the schools | visited were startling. Some
schools have no electricity. The walls are bare, there are
benches and wooden slab tables for desks. However, the
students were so beautiful and so grateful.”

You will also hear about her physically demanding trek
up Pikey Point with her amazing Sherpa guide, Lhakpa, and
be treated to her photographs of breathtaking mountain
vistas, and heartwarming pictures of the Nepalese people.

Letitia grew up on a farm southeast of Montreal near
the U.S./Canadian border. Her love of travel stems from
childhood when her parents made car trips across North
America an annual summertime event. Letitia graduated
with a bachelor of arts degree in history and a minor in bi-
ology from Concordia University in Montreal. After gradu-
ation, she moved to California and worked in finance and
banking.

Her next adventure was as a missionary, which gave her
the opportunity to travel in the U.S. and abroad. She later
moved to Bridgeport and pursued a master’s degree in ed-
ucation from the University of Bridgeport. For 17 years she
taught English as a Second Language (ESL) iin the south
Bronx and was an ESL department head in New York City.
She retired in 2018 and moved to Oronoque in 2021.

Bring your wallet because, after the presentation, Leti-
tia will be selling some beautiful pashmina shawls and yak
scarves. There will be raffle for a floral applique razor cut
winter jacket as well as embroidered hand clutches in ad-
dition to a few novelty items. All proceeds will go to The Hi-
malayan Trust Nepal to be used to benefit the students in

the Mali and Goli schools in the Middle Hills of Nepal.

2024 EMPLOYEE HOLIDAYS
President’s Day, Monday, Feb. 19

Good Friday, March 29

Memorial Day, Monday, May 27

Independence Day, Thursday, July 4

Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 2
Columbus Day, Monday, Oct. 14

Thanksgiving: Thursday, Nov. 28
(Clubhouses closed) and Friday, Nov. 29

Christmas, Wednesday, Dec. 25
(Clubhouses closed)
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GUYS & DOLLSEPRESENT

SUPER BOWL PARTY?

COME JOIN US AND INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS & FAMILY! &N
\

&) SUPER BOWL LVIIl ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11
\N SOUTH CLUB HOUSE

IWQ BIC SCREEN TVS -
TO WATCH THE CAME MENU

WINGS * COCKTAIL
MEATBALLS & FRANKS
PHOTO BOOTH CHEESE & CRACKERS
ANTIPASTI
SAUSAGE & PEPPERS
SUPERBOWL SQUARE KIELBASI
$10A SQUARE SHRIMP
GAME TABLE SET UP - RESERVE CHILI MEAT & BEANS
YOUR TABLE WITH FRIENDS AND CHIPS * DESSERTS
BRING YOUR GAME OF CHOICE ICE *SODA * WATER
B.Y.O.B

EVENT TO BEGINS AT 5:30PM
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WEAR YOUR CAME JERSEY

$20 P.P. EARLY BI

(NON-REFUNDABLE)
DEADLINE FEB2ND

WEAR YOUR GAME JERSEY AND ENJOY A GREAT EVENING OF FUN & FOOD!

Make your checks payable to: GUYS & DOLLS and drop it off with the form in the GUYS & DOLLS
mailbox in the North Clubhouse NO LATER THAN TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2N°

Attendee Names:

Address: Telephone

| would like to game table reserved.

____#of attendee x $ 20 P.P. — Amount Enclosed: S

Any questions, please call Lucy Andrade at 203-258-4519
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OV Karaoke Club: No fees or dues * No commitments * Just fun!

Please join us for our next Karaoke/Dance Party on January 26 at SCB
at 6:30pm.

All you need is your wine and dancing shoes. A good time is guaranteed
for alll No need to RSVP...just come on over, grab a seat, and either
watch or join the fun by putting in a song or two! Hope to see you all then.
Oh... and ftell a friend!

@ 6 Films For $35

ORONOQUE VILLAGE S

6 Film Package Purchase Required

ntrnationd] @ Independent /N |- Z5memee

will be served prior to the viewing in
The Festival

Lounge
B BB EEEBEEREEERBEDEBEBEBE I obisusonodtefinmaferechevent

o 0 List of Films To Be Shown
Fl l seaSOH 3 January 21st
Prelude To A Kiss
2024 January 28th >
Lost In Translation
E B R EEEEEREEEREEREBERERER February 4th >
Signs Of Life Germany

February 25th

The Anchoress oreat
Please include this form & a check for $35 or $40 made out to OVAG and drop March 3rd ritain

into the Arts Guild Mailbox NCB Summer With Monika

March 10th
Il Postino Italy

Email: gh".ﬁ?v Olrrell, Film ielggfored by
. ; estival organizer |
(perferred contact: [0 Phone? [email?) will introduce g n rt S
- each film giving G | |d
Questions? Call Barbara Stewart 203.612.1373 relevant information

IEZB THE VILLAGER -January2,2024
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Appetizers: Coconut Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms, Sweet & Sour Meatballs, Spring Rolls
Buffet: Chicken Piccata, Salmon, Eggplant, Pasta & Salad

Dessert, Coffee & Tea - Soda & Setups Provided - BYOB

GOOD TIMES CLUB: JOIN US SATURDAY, JAN 13TH
IN WELCOMING 2024
FEATURING LISA ARANCI, VOCALIST AND DJ

TIME: 6:00 -10:00 PM * LOCATION: NORTH CLUBHOUSE * COST:
$45 pp

50/50 RAFFLE & BASKET DOOR PRIZES

Seating preference: Include all names with checks payable to
“Good Times” & drop off with form in Good Times box at NCB before Jan. 6.

r
1
1
1

Name: Phone:

Number Attending: Amount Enclosed:

Questions? Contact Mary Ann Weaver: 203-530-9962

b
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H S Presents Our New Art Show

G |Idl

Opening
Reception

Sunday  Photography sOrafts

Janvary 14
2024 ~

4 pm SCB /!

Refreshments To Follow
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GUYS AND DOLLS

Hands Only CPR Program

Tuesday, January 30" — 6:30pm
North Club House

Presented by John (Jack) Rodican, BS, EMS-I, NREMT-

Memo: CPR

OUR FABULOUS MONTHLY...
BINGO
PRESENTED BY THE
GUYS & DOLLS CLUB

JANUARY 18,7 P.M. AT SCB

— ORONOQUE VILLAGE

Fun, Service, Social -

Paramedic $2.50 A CARD
Paramedic Supervisor Stratford Emergency Medical Service
Coffee and cookies to be served RAFFLE PRIZES
£7.00 Per Person (INCLUDING A BIG 50/50)
Registered by Friday, January 24"
Check Payable to Guys & Dolls SWEET TREATS

2024 VILLAGER DEADLINE DATES FOR EDITORIAL CONTENT*

The Villager is published twice-monthly, on the 1st and the 15th, when possible.
*The dates below are subject to change. Deadline dates are updated on the website, www.oronoquevillage.com.
All submissions must be received by noon on the deadline date

Jan. 15 has a deadline of Jan. 3 (no delivery of issues) Aug. 1 Villager has a deadline of July 19

Feb.1 Villager has a deadline of Jan. 19

(no delivery of issues)
March 1 Villager has a deadline of Feb. 18 9
March 15 Villager has a deadline of March 4 ¢ &
April 1 Villager has a deadline of March 19
May 1 Villager has a deadline of April 18
May 15 Villager has a deadline of May 2
June 3 Villager has a deadline of May 21
June 17 Villager has a deadline of June 4
July 1 Villager has a deadline of June 18
July 15 Villager has a deadline of July 2

Aug. 15 Villager has a deadline of Aug. 2
Sept. 3 Villager has a deadline of Aug. 19
Sept. 16 Villager has a deadline of Sept. 4

£~ Oct. 1 Villager has a deadline of Sept.17
W Oct. 15 Villager has a deadline of Oct. 2
= N Villager has a deadline of Oct. 20

Nov. 15 Villager has a deadline of Nov. 4
Dec. 2 Villager has a deadline of Nov.18
Dec. 16 Villager has a deadline of Dec. 3

For information on The Villager, please contact Editor Carol King
at 203-377-5313, ext. 3/ cking@oronoquevillage.com
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EXCITING PLANS FROM YOUR

FUNSEEKERS CLUB!

WE INVITE ALL RESIDENTS OF ORONOQUE VILLAGE
TO JOIN OR REJOIN FUNSEEKERS AS WE BEGIN OUR
2024 SEASON ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2024

@® We meet on the second Tuesday evening of each month at the South Clubhouse
and provide a lovely evening of socialization and top notch
entertainment. We have a great line-up of entertainers for this season.

@® Meet new friends, socialize and enjoy fabulous entertainment each month.
Dessert, soft drinks, coffee and tea are always provided.

@® We are now collecting membership dues. Annual dues are only $15 per person.

An event fee is collected with each event reservation.
If you already paid your 2024 dues you are all set!

Kindly fill out the form below.

Return with check made out to : :
Funseekers Club and deposit in the
Funseekers Mailbox, NCB lobby. | Nt . %

Questions? Call Lucy Clifford,

203-6447710 or “
Imclifford@yahoo.com. Come Jom The Fu

ly and expediently. Please include your email address below. Thank you. We are anxious to develop

=i We are working on a new database of members’ emails so that we may correspond with you efficient-
this avenue of communication as soon as possible.

-

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

FUNSEEKERS




Adzima Funeral Home is proud to offer
online planning!

Most people agree that planning ahead for final
arrangements is a good idea, but so many haven't
actually done it. With our online planning tool, it's
easy, and you can plan from the privacy of your
own homel!

In a few simple steps, you can eliminate
confusion, protect your family from
financial worry, and give everyone
peace of mind for the future.

Scan the QR code to go to .
our online planning tool
and get started today!

Adzima Funeral Home
50 Paradise Green Place | Stratford, CT 06614 | 203.375.2200 | www.adzimafuneralhome.com
Online Planning Tool: plan.passare.com/preplan/AdzimaFH/PlanAhead

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH’

a heighborly company

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME
AND UPGRADE YOUR
STORAGE

50Y% OFF
INSTALL"

Alex Modica, Local Owner

NO
. INTEREST
Oxford Greens References Available

NO
PAYMENTS

mmmmmmmmmmmm

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 6+ Classic/Designer Shelves. *Limit one offer per household.
Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. Shelfgenie.com EXP 5/31/22.
Independently owned and operated franchise.
CT: HIC 624564| LIC # CT0624564 | WC22211-H09 | Yonkers 5015| Rockland H12089-04-00 | PC 6564

FREE DeSigniConsultation:

(888) 267-1794 | shelfgenie.com/connecticut




